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CAll Sermon Issue 


OR this one issue Church 
a Management becomes a maga- 

zine of preaching. Here will be 
found the judges’ selections from 
several hundred sermons submitted 
in contest. Themes are varied. 
Authors come from all sections. Some 
of the names will be new to you. 
Every page is worth reading. In these 
pages will probably be found the 
truest index to American preaching 


available today. 
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New Books from the HARPER Fall List 


The SOCIAL TRIUMPH 
of the ANCIENT CHURCH 
By SHIRLEY JACKSON CASE 


A major selection of the Religious Book Club, ‘‘Because of 
the light that is shed upon the social task of the church today 
by a competent historical analysis of the way in which the 
church of the first centuries met its social problems.’’ John 
Haynes Holmes, in a N. Y. Herald Tribune review, writes, 
“This book, by the distinguished Dean of the Divinity School 
of the University of Chicago, confirms the author's great 
reputation established by his biography of Jesus and other 
notable contributions to Christian scholarship.’’ Read it to 
grasp the significance of the social gospel in its historical 
perspective. $2.00 


SALVATION by LAUGHTER 


A Study of Religion and The Sense 





of Humor 
By DUDLEY ZUVER 
An intelligent book for religious people, and a religious book 
for intelligent people. Here is a philosophy of the comic, a 
metaphysic, a theory of evolution, a new picture of Jesus, all 
so obvious and obviously true that they are bound to stimulate 
violent disagreement, set forth in a convincing and pacific 


style that will create hostility and annoyance. If you like 
provocative books, here’s a choice one. $2.00 


j Recent Importations from England 


THE BARTHIAN THEOLOGY 
AND THE MAN OF TODAY 
By JOHN MCCONNACHIE 


A particularly valuable presentation of the leading principles 
of the Barthian movement, as related to the life of the church 
today. Karl Barth says, ‘‘The author has not only brought 
to the study of my work a great open mindedness, but he 
has also shown how to present it with a deeply penetrat- 
ing understanding and with a very remarkable skill."’ $2.00 


The CHRISTIAN BELIEF in GOD 
By A. E. GARVIE, D. D. 





With this volume Dr. Garvie’s great trilogy, in which he has 
set fcrth a complete system of constructive theology, is brought 
to aclose. Into this and the two earlier books, ‘‘The Christian 
Doctrine of the Godhead’’ and ‘“‘The Christian Ideal for 
Human Society’’, are gathered the fruits of his lifetime of 
teaching. $3.50 


Announcing the Ninth Volume in the 





Moffatt New Testament Commentary 


_ EPISTLE TO THE HEBREWS 
By THEODORE H. ROBINSON 


(University College Cardiff) 





This book will stand as a standard commentary on Hebrews. 
Order your copy today. If you have not procured the earlier 
volumes, write the publisher for a list of titles. Church 
Management says, “If Moffatt’s Translation opens the win- 
dows of the scriptures, the Moffatt New Testament Com- 
mentary throws the doors wide open.” $3.50 


HARPER & BROTHERS) e 











The September Book in 





Harper’s Monthly Pulpit 


LETTERS TO GOD AND THE DEVIL 
By EDWARD SCRIBNER AMES 


We are honored to present as the September book in Harpers 
Monthly Pulpit these sermons by Dr. Ames. The book opens 
with a letter to God and closes with a letter to the Devil 
and contains ten sermons delivered at his church, the Uni- 
versity Church of Disciples of Christ, Chicago. Professor 
Wieman has recently said, ‘‘Here is one who has passed through 
the religious and moral unsettlement in which so many are 
struggling, and has come out on the other side where there is 
peace a understanding.” $1.00 
JULY: A World chat Cannot Be Shaken, by ERNEST FRE- 
MONT TITTLE. 

AUGUST: The Power of the Commonplace, by THEODORE 
CUYLER SPEERS. 


HUMANIZING RELIGION 
By CHARLES FRANCIS POTTER 


‘‘The name of Charles Francis Potter needs no introduction. 
It is a name that is today at once a symbol and a slogan. Of 
the liberal in religion he is the apostle.’’— The New York 
Times. This book reflects the amazing growth of the Humanist 
movement in recent years and contains the Humanist Manifesto, 
here published in full for the first time in book form. The bulk 
of the book is made up of fourteen recent Humanist addresses 
by Dr. Potter before the First Humanist Society of New York, 
of which he is the founder and leader. $2.00 


SUPPLEMENTARY SERIES 
TO RE-THINKING MISSIONS 


VOL. VI: JAPAN 


Facts indicating an answer to the question, ‘Are missionaries 
longer wanted or necessary in Japan?"’ are included. The 
industrial and agricultural data are of special interest and 
value to friends of missions. International Review of Missions 
says: “The material gathered by the Fact-Finders represents 
the most careful, objective study of a large cross-section of 
Protestant Missions ever made. Already published, Vols. I 
and IV on India-Burma and Vols. II and V on China. Price, 
$1.50 per Vol. or $8.00 per set, when completed, of 7 Vols 





By The Christian Century Editor 


THE SOCIAL GOSPEL AND 
THE CHRISTIAN CULTUS 
By CHARLES CLAYTON MORRISON 
Dr. Morrison contends that a working philosophy of social 


regeneration must replace the doctrine of individual salvation. 


Says The Churchman, *‘We nominate this as the religious book- 
of-the-year. It is safe to say that not since Rauschenbush has 
the social gospel been presented so forcefully, so convincingly."’ 


THE MARCH OF FAITH 


The Story,of Religion in America Since 1865 


By WINFRED E. GARRISON 


The rise and fall of religious leadership, of sectarian revolt, of 
theological controversy, and of the nation’s spiritual life. A 
candid, dramatic and frankly critical picture of the American 
churches since the Civil War. A Religious Book Club selection. 

$2.50 


Publishers * NEW YORK 
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Model B Balopticon 


There is but ONE Line 
of BALOPTICONS 


O wide spread has become the use of our 
trade name 


. Balopticon, that this word which 

we coined has beccme synonymous with still 
projection equipment. 
Like the words ‘‘Multigraph,” ‘‘Kodak,” etc., the 
word “*Balopticon”’ designates just one line of 
merchandise and is not to be confused with other 
still projectors. 
Bausch and Lom) Balopticons are featured by 
the excellence of their optical equipment (B & L 
controls every phase of the manufacture of its 
optical glass—from the computation of the formula 
to the finished product), their simplicity of op- 
eration and their sturdy construction. 
Model B Balopticon uses slides only. It is light, 
easily portable and projects a brilliant picture free 
from annoying color fringes. Model B D T is 
the same instrument but equipped 
with a tilting base. There are other menses 
Balopticons for opaque and strip film 
projection or combinations of these. 
Details on the complete line of B & L 
Balopticons on request. 


us 


WE DO OUR PART 


BAUSCH & LOMB 


OPTICAL COMPANY 
694 St. Paul St. Rochester, N. Y. 








Chureh Furniture 


is a safe and profitable 

lace to put —- 
Pays “eS 
dends in greater interest 
and new members. Write 
us about your require- 
ments. We are manufac- 
turers and sell direct 
to churches. Fine cata- 
log free. 


DeMoulin Bros. & Co. 


1163 South Fourth St. 
Greenville, Illinois 








pleasingly low prices. State 
your needs. Catalog and sam- 
an" aa 

Moulin Bros. & C 
1161 *S 4th St., Greenville, Ml. 





qo 
Draperies, Henge, 











A Successful 
CAMPAIGN 


Every church is in need 
of money these days. 
Make money for your 
church by investing in 
an Ashtabula Bulletin— 
the attention-getter that 
never fails. Write for 
complete information—a 
post card will do. 


THE ASHTABULA SIGN CO., INC. 
1051 KINGSVILLE AVE. ASHTABULA, OHIO 
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Karl Barth’s Defense of Paul’s Gospel 


The Resurrection of the Dead 


“Better read the writings of Barth than books on Barth. 
. but you will be in- 


By KARL BARTH 


will be perplexed, mystified, disturbed . 


spired by new 


You 


ideas, with a new and fresh explanation of old 


texts and from this book will take fresh courage.”—Pres. George 


W. Richards 





LEANDER 5S. 
A.M., D.D. 


A Reasonable 
Faith 


A book written 
out of a life-time of 
thinking that will 
help to foster belief 
and banish doubt. 
Dr. Keyser is now 
Professor Emeritus 
of Systematic The- 


KEYSER, 








ology of Hamma 
Divinity School, 
Wittenberg College. 
$1.50 
STEWART A. McDOW- 
ALL, B.D. 
Is Sin Our 
Fault? 


A trenchant yet 
considered examina- 
tion and denuncia- 
tion of the present- 
day demand for, and 
assertion of, mental 





and spiritual “free- 
dom’. $1.50 

NORMAN MacLEAN, 
D.D. 


Death Cannot 
Sever 


Those _ perplexed 
by sorrow or illness 
should get this help- 
ful new book. A 
study of rare and 
reverent beauty, in 
which the eminent 
Scotsman enters a 
plea for spiritism 
and what the church 
may learn from it. 


$1.50 





DONALD GREY 
BARNHOUSE, D.D. 


His Own Re- 


ceived Him 
Not, But... 


“A stimulating volume 
which throws light on the 
turning point in Jesus’ 
Ministry. Clear, cogent 
reasoning, careful exegesis, 


vernacular. English and 

illuminating illustrations.” 

—Philadelphia Record. 
$1.50 


J. HARRY COTTON, D.D. 
The Christian 
Experience of 
Life 
Dr. Cotton’s volume of 
“Joseph Cook Lectures” 
will prove a help to all 
perplexed by the movement 
of modern thought and help 
thousands to find their way 
back into the reality of the 
Christian Experience. 
$1.50 


G. B. F. HALLOCK, D. D. 
New Sermons 


* 
for Special Days 
A perfect mine of sermon 
material which every min- 
ister needs. Sermons for 
Christmas; Watchnight ; 
New Year; Lincoln’s Birth- 
day; Washington’s Birth- 
day; Palm Sunday; Good 
Friday; Easter Day; Elec- 
tion Day; Armistice Day; 


Thanksgiving Day ; Advent, 
and every conceivable 
occasion. $2.50 


$1.50 





ROBERT E. SPEER 


The Finality 
of Jesus Christ 


President J. Ross 
Stevenson (Prince- 
ton Theological 
Seminary) says: 
“The greatest con- 
tribution Dr. Speer 
has made to reli- 
gious literature... . 
it will have a wide 
reading and a per- 
manent influence in 
strengthening the 
faith. Stone Lec- 
tures, Princeton. 


3. 





DONALD MacKENZIE, 








D.D. 


Christianity — 
The Paradox 
of God 


A careful and 
scholarly enquiry 
into the nature of 
paradox in its 


mental relations, 
and _ psychological 
aspects, leading up 


to reverent medita- 
tion on the great 
Paradox of God. 
James Sprunt Lec- 
tures for 1933. 
$1.75 


FREDERICK F. KRAM- 
ye a BRR eS 








Jesus 
the Light 
of the World 


The Story of 
Stories, arranged in 
a consecutive, chron- 
ological narative in 
the words of the 
King James Version 
of the Four Gospels, 
and supplemented so 
as to make a story 
that is as interesting 
as fiction. $1.50 





FLEMING H. REVELL CO., 


YORK, 158 


NEW 


‘ifth Avenue, AT ALL 


BOOK 


Publishers 
STORES 
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THE EpDITOR’S DRAWER 


TABLE of CONTENTS 


OCTOBER 1933 


Faces the Tenth Year 


Church Management enters its 
tenth year with this issue. The 
editorial hand may have, at times, 
Sermons faltered but it has always persisted; 
the editorial head may be a little 


ae — vines 2 Sapo ma ~ gga MAOMRY ......+-4-- . more shiny but there is still hair at 
We Must eee ty aiatiees ei i vm the edges. Of one thing we are sure, 
s eer eae fees ps > the journal stands on the threshold 
The City of Many Gates—Walter R. Cremeans ............. 13 of a still greater usefulness 
The Irony of Calumny—Orva Lee Ice ..................005 15 ; 
A Generation Playing at Life—John Marvin Rast .......... 17 Just as I write these words three 
The Coming Spiritual Awakening—C. W. Black ............ 21 letters are placed on my desk. They 
The Kingdom of Christ—S. R. Bratcher .................... 23 confirm this conviction. Robert H. 
Our Unpossessed Possessions—William Paul Reagor ........ 25 Clarke, pastor of the Vain Congre- 
A Master Builder—Walter D. Knight ...................-.. 31 gational Church, Peoria, Illinois, 
The Barter of Life—Ray Freeman Jenney .................. 35 writes: 
, : : “IT have tak Ch h M ement since 
The Empty House—S. Wilmer Beitler ...................... 45 i art Sande One yee ees Gees 
improving. You will certainly never grow 
hoary with age, because you are always 
young with new and serviceable ideas.’’ 
Children’s Sermon Thank you Mr. Clarke. And here 
Albert Glaspell from Davenport, Iowa. 
Sunday Sickness—Arnold Carl Westphal ................... “It is a fine service you render us in 
these various contacts ... Every issue 
of Church Management is of much in- 
terest to me... The inspiration and 
intelligence that your efforts convey are 
Church Methods very worthy. 
And my old friend V. P. Backora is 
Motion Pictures at Parish Festival ......6........sscse000. 8 back with another note. 
oe TES i CA ee eee 36 He a nog cna ee 
Pee Ce ARN WO ooo osc vcd am esis ccaeweweNcs 40 regular material increases the value of . 


Church Management.”’ 


With friends such as these we enter 
the tenth year with confidence. Let 


Northfield Notes the hurricane roar. 
WILLIAM H. LEACH 


Mount Hermon Chapel Transformed ...................... 19 
Conferences Concluded—A. P. Fitt .....................000. 20 
Editorials 


Now You be the Judge—Preachers Pay Debts of Their 
Churches—Can Liquor Do Better Than Beer? ......... 50 





Books 











eee Ne TN SE. Sis oon csas cdbae bbaeeaeeeas eee 26-28 























TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION—Price per copy, 25 cents. Subscription One Year $2.50 where United States domestic rate applies. 
Postage to Canada 25c per year additional. Foreign countries 50c per year additional. 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS—Always give both old and new addresses when requesting change for mailing. 

MANUSCRIPTS—tThe editor will be glad to consider articles which may be submitted for prospective publication. Articles should be 
typewritten. Unavailable manuscripts will be returned if accompanied by return postage. 
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Religious Best Sellers 
August, 1933 

















Pilgrim Press Book Store 
(Chicago, I}linois) 


Christ and Human Suffering—Jones 
Preachir.g Values in the New Testament 

—Luccock 
Treasure House of Living Religions 

—Hume 

The Power of the Common Place—S peers 
Sermons from the Parables—Chappell 
The Cure of Souls—Holman 


Methodist Publishing House 
(Richmond, Virginia) 


Christ and Human Suffering—Jones 
Sermons from the Parables—Chappell 
Sermons from Life—Macartney 
100,000,000 Guinea Pigs 

Cokesbury Party Book—Depew 
Courage That Propels—Jordan 


Fleming H. Revell Company 
(New York Cry) 


Teaching Religion Creatively—M yers 
Studies in Spiritual Energy—Fiske 
Resurrection of the Dead—-Barth 

The Rule of Faith—Paterson 

What Shall We Say of Christ—Cave 
Christ and Human Suffering—Jones 


Presbyterian (U.S.A.) 
Sales Agencies 


Hymn Lore—Laufer 

Sermons from the Parables—Chappell 
Erdman’s Commentaries—Erdman 

Out of My Life and Thought—Schweitzer 
Richmond Hill Sermons—Jones 

Hero in Thy Soul—Gossip 


Board of Publication 
Methodist Protestant Church 


Sermons from the Parables—Chappell 
Drums of Dawn—Boreham 

Christ and Human Suffering—Jones 

What Is Salvation?—Waterhouse 

His Life and Ours—W eatherhead 

A World That Cannot Be Shaken—7Tittle 


Religious Book Club 
(August Selections) 


Contemporary American Theology—Ferm 

Barthian Theology and the Man Today 
—McConnachie 

What Shall We Say of Christ—Cave 

Church Union in Canada—Silcox 

Protestant Home Missions to Catholic Im- 

migrants—A bel 
What Is Salvation ?—W aterhouse 


BAR-BE-CUE 


Here is a _ suggestion for publicity 
which may interest some of your work- 
ers. It has been clipped from the week- 
ly calendar of Wesley Methodist Episco- 
pal Church, Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

Bar-be-cue, Bar-be-cue, 

No sticks, no stones, no greasy bones, 

But lemonade and ice cream cones 

Come and eat. It’s a treat. 

Hoo ray, Hoo ray. Bar-be-cue. 





Financial Help Assured! 


Plan NOW for Debt Paying, Improvements, Progress 


HERE are financial resources available for your very important Christian enterprise in multi- 
plied small amounts which will roll up an impressive aggregate sum. Our Dime Inlay Booklets 
offer the attractive and convenient method by which this fact has been attested over and over 
again by many organizations. 
These neat and sturdy devices, with capacities for ten, twenty and fifty dime inlays, distributed to 
your constituency in an efficiently promoted campaign will produce surprisingly satisfactory results. 
We invite you to try this very feasible plan of money raising that requires only a reasonable ex- 
penditure, rules out commissions to be paid and taps a wide stream of sympathetic support 


HANDY POCKET BOOKLETS FOR COIN INLAYS 


All of them have attractive colored covers 


Bethlehem Shepherds Dollar 
in Dimes Collector 


By this easy 
and attractive 
method every 
member can 
give or get 
$1.00 to swell 
the Christmas 
Offering, fur- 
nishing need- 
ed funds for 


Dollar in Dimes Collector 


Capacity, Ten Dimes 





This is a _ very 
handy pocket device 
in which a dollar 
in ten cent pieces 
may be collected or 
contributed by the 
sympathizer with 
your financial aims. 





Few of these ex- your work. 
cellent devices On the en- 
come back short of velope fur- 


nished with 
each booklet 
is printed an 


their full capacity 
offering. 


























Size, 2%4x2%4 in. t 
Price, $3.00 per hun- extract from 
dred. the story of 
of the Shep- 
100° BATTME ... «vs. $100 es re $300 herds of Beth- 
200 Bring ....... $200 400 Bring ....... $400 lehem. Luke 1: 8-16. 
Size, 254 x 2% inches. 
Te SOI ess tees $1,000 Price, 45 cents a dozen, $3.00 per hundred. 


OTHER SUCCESSFUL DIME INLAY BOOKLETS 
Shake a Tree Dime Collector 
Collects 20 Dimes. $5.00 Per Hundred. 
Combination Coin Album 
Collects 20 Dimes, 10 Nickels and 10 Quarters 
$6.00 Per Hundred 


Christmas Star Dollar in Dimes 
A cut-out folder for 10 Dimes 
$3.50 Per Hundred 
Dime Gleaner 
Collects 50 Dimes. $6.00 Per Hundred. 
SAMPLES ON REQUEST 


GOODENOUGH & WOGLOM COMPANY 


296 BROADWAY, NEW YORK Dept. 2 Church and Sunday School Helps 


YOUR FAVORITE SNAP SHOT 
ENLARGED AND COLORED 


HROUGH arrangements made with an New York Art Studio we 
Send us the film of 











can offer subscribers an unusual proposition. 


your favorite photo. It can be enlarged to a size 7 x 5 inches, and 








given life like coloring. Mounted in a 
special chrome gold frame it will be 


sent you and your own film returned. 


This is a $1.35 value. We are able to 
offer the enlargement to subscribers, in 
connection with subscription renewals, 
(or new subscriptions) at fifty cents 
each. 


In sending remittance for subscrip- 


tion ($1.25 for six months; $2.50 for 


one year) add fifty cents and include 











the film for enlargement. The picture 








will reach you in a few days. 
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Illustrate Your Talk 


with the use of the Balopticon 





<2 


LRM BALOPTICON 


Permits the presentation on the screen of all 
kinds of opaque objects, postcards, photographs, 
pages from books, and lantern slides. Any picture 
whether black and white or colored can be 
projected successfully with this projector. Every 
tint and detail appears on the screen as in the 
original. 


LRM Balopticon, for postcards, photographs, 





and lantern slides $110.00 
ERM Balopticon for postcards and photo- 
graphs only eS 





Write for Special Church Offer 


Williams, Brown & Earle, Inc. 
Motion Picture, Stereopticon and 
Stage Lighting Equipment 
918 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia 


so om 





Supplies the Need 





The New Day Wedding Certificate 


Fits the Purse 








The New Day Wedding Certifi- 
cate is a unique departure from 
all other efforts for this item. 
It is printed from our own o7ig- 
inal three color plates in rich 
red, black and gold. The paper 
used is a heavy parchment vel- 
lum. It is a work of craftsman- 
ship which will be appreciated 
by all folks seeking the best. It 
will meet every test of good 
taste. It makes a triple fold, 
fitting into a heavy white linen 
envelope which is supplied with 
the certificate. The minister 
who presents the bride with one 
of these certificates can be as- 
sured that it will please. It is 
rich, artistic and delicate, pos- 





























~ ccardong, to the Ondomancs God. amd the Lanes 
@ thm __________dey 








the pear f aw Lad 19. 














essential to good taste. 


sessing that restrained dignity so The Certificate is 81, x 7 inches with a one inch fold- 
over for protection. It folds to 344 x 81% inches. 


PRICE 











aniecenencee 


Single copies (in envelopes) 15c; eight certificates for $1.00, postpaid 
Send one dollar for eight of these certificates and put 
the money you save into good books for your library. 


Order from CHURCH WorLD Press, INc. 
Auditorium Bldg., E. 6th at St. Clair 


Cleveland, Ohio 





























Print it and circulate it. 


samples. 
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1900 Superior Ave. 


THE BROADCAST... 


O favorably received and commented upon—it seemed in- 
spired. Timely in subject, rich in ripe thought, study 
and experience, it vibrated with the abundant life. 


When the Spirit chooses you for its scribe, take responsibility 
for extending its message, “for the earth shall be full of the 
knowledge of the Lord.” 


Multiply many fold its influence. Evlist the power of print. 
For 76 years this institution has successfully served thousands of preachers in every 
nook and corner of the world by extending the influence of their words through 
printing (circulars, books, reports and publications. ) 


They know by experience that The Evangelical Press service and quality is better 
and prices are reasonable; that earnings are distributed to charities, benevolences, etc. 


You can safely accept their experience as a guide to complete and satisfactory printing. 
Write full details of what you have in mind and we will gladly send estimates and 


THE EVANGELICAL PRESS 
CLEVELAND. 


OHIO 
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The Angle Of Repose 














The Lord will Perfect that which con- 
cerneth me. Psalm 138: 8. 


FTER the Panama Canal was 
A opened to the world as a high- 
way of commerce, the United 
States Government was much discour- 
aged by the frequent landslides which 
closed it. In 1916 a committee of rep- 
resentative engineers was sent to study 
the topography of the canal and the 
possibility of permanently removing the 
cause of the trouble. After carefully 
studying the problem the engineers re- 
ported that further difficulties need not 
be anticipated, because the troublesome 
hill from which the landslides came had 
achieved “the Angle of Repose.” When 
a mountain achieves the angle of repose, 
it neither troubles life nor is troubled 
by it. In the majesty of its poise it 
raises its head in the clouds high above 
the fretful and fearful children of men. 
We all know people who have achieved 
the Angle of Repose in their lives. They 
think in serious terms about reality, yet 
do not succumb to pessimism. They 
kave the common responsibilities of or- 
dinary men, but are not slaves of worry. 
The irritating elements in life which 
cause us to fret and fume, never rob 
them of their self-control. They are 
not unduly elated by success, nor un- 
duly depressed by failure. As the Rock 
of Gibraltar stands in the Mediterran- 
nean, superior to both storms and calm, 
so these noble souls stand among the 


Dr. Lindsay is Scottish born and trained. 
the pastor of the Brookline church. Previous to that he was the minister of the 


By Samuel Macauley Lindsay 


To Dr. Lindsay, pastor of the Baptist Church, Brookline, Massachusetts, goes 
the one hundred dollar prize for the best sermon submitted in the contest. 
For the past ten years he has been 


Hanson Place Baptist Church, Brooklyn, New York. 


sens of men as examples of what life 
should be. 

What is the secret of their poise? 
They have discovered God and made His 
Will supreme in life. Because of this, 
they can say with confidence, “The Lord 
will perfect that which concerneth me.” 

In 1909 I crossed the Atlantic on the 
Hesperian. It was the maiden voyage 
of that beautiful ship and she was bap- 
tized in the heaviest seas I have ever 
seen on the ocean. The weather was 
so severe that we were five days over- 
due when we arrived in Boston. Dur- 
ing the storm some of the passengers 
were conquered by fear and created 
much pessimism by their talk. But the 
crew did not worry. The expression on 
their faces was that of faith as they 
performed their arduous tasks in the 
heavy weather. One afternoon when in 
conversation with a deck hand, I said, 
“Doesn’t the storm worry you?” With 
a merry laugh he replied, “No.” “Why 
should I worry when Captain Barr is 
on the bridge?” His faith inthe Cap- 
tain excluded from his heart that ner- 
vous fear which filled ours. 

As the responsibilities of life have 
rested upon my shoulders since then, I 
have often been delivered from fear by 
remembering the sailor’s words: “Why 
should I fear when Captain Barr is on 
the bridge?” If God is my Father and 
I am doing His will there is no reason 
for fear. “The Lord will perfect that 
which concerneth me.” 


I. The Lord will perfect my concep- 
tion of Himself. 


We want to know more about God. 
Our conception of him is limited and 
we yearn for light. We want a concep- 
tion of the Infinite which will be satis- 
factory in the presence of reality. 


Two things are necessary if we would 
know God. First, he must reveal himself 
to us. Second, we must understand the 
revelation. Bruno, the first of the me- 
diaeval philosophers, taught that the 
finite cannot of himself conceive of the 
Infinite, and that we can only know 
God in measure as he reveals himself 
to us. This is most certainly true. It 
is also true that unless our hearts are 
pure and our minds alert we will not 
benefit by the revelation. Jesus said, 
“Blessed are the pure in heart for they 
shall see God.” 


There are three historical interpreta- 
tions of God—Pagan, Jewish and Chris- 
tian. 


Paganism teaches that God is angry 
with every one and can only be appeased 
by sacrifice. In order to placate him 
continuous sacrifice must be made. 

The Jewish conception of the Infinite 
was a step out of Paganism. Judaism 
taught that God loves the righteous but 
is angry with the wicked. This doctrine 
is found in the law, the prophets and 
the Psalms. It is true that some saw 
the light through the shadows, but the 
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clearer light did not come until the ad- 
vent of Jesus. 

The Christian conception of God is 
found in the life and teachings of Jesus. 
He taught his disciples to interpret God 
in terms of Fatherhood. He told them 
when praying to say, “Our Father who 
art in heaven;” when convicted of sin 
to say, “I will arise and go to my Fa- 
ther and say unto him ‘I have sinned’ ”’; 
when worrying about the necessities of 
life to say to each other, “Wist ye not 
that your Heavenly Father knoweth ye 
have need of these things?” when think- 
ing about the ideal for conduct to say 
to one another, “Be ye therefore per- 
fect even as your Father in Heaven is 
perfect”; when they came to die, to say, 
“Father, into thy hands I commend my 
spirit.” He taught that God loves his 
children even when they stray from the 
narrow way. With the authority which 
comes from absolute certainty he taught 
that God’s love is like the sun which 
shines on the evil and good and like 
the rain which falls on the just and the 
unjust. Paganism taught that God is 
angry with everyone, Judaism that he 
is angry with the wicked, Jesus taught 
that God loves everyone. The greatest 
religious utterance of all times is found 
in John 3: 26, “For God so loved the 
world that he gave his only begotten 
Son that whosoever believeth on him 
should not perish but have everlasting 
life.” 


There are different ways by which our 
conception of God is enlarged. 

First. By studying the life of Christ. 
From his attitude to women and chil- 
dren we learn about the gentleness of 
God. The parables of recovery tell us 
about the interest of our Heavenly Fa- 
ther in the lost; the healing miracles 
reveal to us the sympathy of the In- 
finite; in the cleansing of the Temple 
market we see the moral indignation of 
the Almighty. His attitude toward the 
cuarreling disciples on the occasion of 
the Last Supper shows the patience of 
God. The story of his death on the 
Cross reveals the heart of the Eternal. 
In Jesus we have God expressing him- 
self in understandable terms. No won- 
der Henry Ward Beecher said, “When 
I say ‘God’ I think Jesus.” 


Second: By personal holiness. This 
thought lived in the mind of the Psalm- 
ist who wrote, “Who shall ascend into 
the hill of the Lord? or who shall stand 
in his holy place? He that hath clean 
hands and a pure heart, who hath not 
lifted up his soul unto vanity nor sworn 
deceitfully. He shall receive the bless- 
ing from the Lord and righteousness 
from the God of his salvation.” 


“Yea, only as the heart is clean 
Shall larger vision yet be mine, 
For mirrored in the heart is seen 
The things divine, the things di- 

vine.” 
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MOTION PICTURES AT PARISH FESTIVAL 
The Luther Memorial Church, Chicago, has found that motion pictures adds to the 


appeal of the parish festival. 


A small charge of five cents per person paid for the 


pictures and netted eighteen dollars to the receipts. 





Third: Through the varied experi- 
ences of life. God reveals himself to us 
both in the ordinary and the extraordi- 
nary experiences of life. Some, like 
Brother Lawrence, find him in the daily 
routine and practice the presence of God 
while working in the kitchen, and in 
the market. Others, like Job, pass 
through great trials and in the furnace 
of affliction hear God speak and learn 
his will more perfectly. Even as men 
found Jesus by the lakeside, on the high- 
ways, and in the cities and villages, so 
we may find the Almighty wherever we 
live. 


Fourth: By the testimony of others. 
We have learned much from the expe- 
rience of others. Almost every day we 
turn to the Psalms and seek to learn 
more of God from the writings of the 
Hebrew poets. In the circle of our 
friendships there are men, and women 
whose testimony has enabled us to know 
the Eternal more intimately. Recently 
a husband and wife asked me to come 
and talk with the nurse who cared for 
their children. They had learned so 
much about God from her that they 
wanted me to share in their blessing. 

Fifth: By personal fellowship with 
God. In one of his prayers George 
Matheson said, “Whither thou comest 
in the sunshine or rain I would take 
Thee into my heart joyfully. Thou art 
Thyself more than the sunshine; Thou 
art Thyself compensation for the rain.” 
Like Enoch he walked with God and as 
a result of this fellowship his knowledge 
of God was increased. If the Lord is 
to perfect our conception of himself we 
must follow the example of Enoch and 
“Walk with God.” 


II. The Lord will perfect my char- 
acter. 


Benjamin Franklin tells us in his au- 
tobiography about his fight for charac- 
ter. He desired to eliminate from his 
life the habits which were a personal 
liability and determined to cultivate the 
virtues which: are the component parts 
of character. Many of us have had the 
same ambition and we search for the 
way which leads to life. 


If we would be what conscience tells 
us we ought to be we must come to 
God and seek his help. He is inter- 
ested in us and sent his Son to be our 
Saviour. During his public ministry he 
communicated to his followers the power 
which transformed their personalities; 
bad men became good, selfish men be- 
came unselfish and turbulent souls be- 
came peaceful. Those who experienced 
this transformation of character became 
evangelists of the glad tidings, and the 
gospel has never been lost. Today it is 
preached around the world and we are 
urged to turn to God for salvation. 


If we would develop a Christian char- 
acter we must accept Jesus as our ideal; 
és our Saviour and as our Lord. He is 
the eternal picture of the normal life, 
and the eternal source of spiritual power. 


Jesus is the eternal picture of the per- 
fect life. If we would become like him 
we must live with him, we must read 
from the gospels every day and seek to 
visualize his excellencies. This is an old 
method. The Hebrew poet understood 
it when he wrote, “I have set the Lord 
always before me and continually do the 
things which are pleasing in his sight.” 
The author of the book of Hebrews 
practiced this method and believed in 
“looking unto Jesus, the author and fin- 
isher of our faith.” This is practical 
psychology and practical religion. We 


(Now turn to page 16) 
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The Unexpected Blow 


is a man who suffered an unex- 

pected blow of misfortune. He was 
a law-abiding citizen, in all likelihood 
a man of earnest and high-minded type, 
pursuing a purpose which reflected credit 
on his motives, when the blow hit him 
suddenly and without warning. It was 
nothing which he could have foreseen. 
There were no storm signals in the sky 
to advise him of what might happen. 
He was simply the victim of circum- 
stances for which he was not respon- 
sible. Moreover, this man accepted his 
blow in such a remarkable spirit that 
ultimately he gained far more than he 
lost. In fact, he has achieved a lasting 
memory, for his name and the place 
where he lived are known wherever the 
New Testament is read. 


Sy central figure of the message 


This man was a Hellenistic Jew named 
Simon from Cyrene, a city in North 
Africa which contained a large Jewish 
colony. As a pious follower of Judaism 
he had come up to Jerusalem to cele- 
brate the Feast. His lodging-place was 
outside the walls of the city, a short 
distance off in the country. On this 
particular occasion he was on his way 
into the city to join in the morning 
prayer at the Temple. And then fate 
swiftly took him into an experience en- 
tirely new and unforeseen. The unex- 
pected blow fell. It happened that this 
innocent and reputable stranger met, 
coming out from the city, the procession 
which was escorting Christ to his place 
of execution. It must have been a grim 
and terrifying sight. The last thing that 
Simon could have desired was to have 
anything to do with it. One of the 
frightful ironies of the Roman method 
of execution was that each victim was 
compelled to carry his cross to the place 
where he met his death upon it. Our 
Lord, enfeebled by fasting and brutal 
handling, carried his as far as the city 
gate. At that point, according to tra- 
dition, he staggered and fell. There was 
nothing to do except to transfer the bur- 
den to stouter shoulders. The Roman 
officer in charge, looking around, espied 
the Jew from North Africa. He seemed 
strong and sturdy. Quickly the transfer 
was effected, and in a moment Simon, 
utterly powerless to resist, was carrying 
in the direction from which he had just 
come the heavy cross-beams with their 
ghastly suggestion. It was not a task 
he could have desired. It was a task 
imposed upon him without the slightest 
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meaning. It was a burden that he had 


to accept. 

And they compel one Simon a Cy- 
renian, who passed by, coming out of 
the country, the father of Alexander 
and Rufus, to bear his cross—Mark 
58> 2d. 

The sort of thing that life did for 
Simon of Cyrene it sometimes does for 
any of us, perhaps for all of us. By 
some strange trick of fate something is 
laid upon us from without, something 
which makes a vast difference in our 
whole mode of living and of which we 
could have had no suspicion beforehand. 
Against our will we are compelled tq 
carry a heavy load. Our plans are sim- 
ply scattered to the winds. We may 
have had in prospect for many years 
some perfectly justifiable ambition. That 
has to be given up. Some cherished 
dream of a happiness to be won on the 
basis of our earnest efforts has kept us 
hard at work over a long period of time. 
That has to be given up. Some purpose 
was on the point of fulfillment, a pur- 
pose which had been before us every 
day for a considerable proportion of our 
lives. That, too, has to be given up, 
for the thing we never imagined could 
happen has happened. It may be that 
we must walk down a lonely road now 
when we thought that someone would 
be with us. It may be that some crip- 
pling disablement of body, some painful 
disease, has struck us down. Or per- 
haps the need of those who have some 
claim upon us, perhaps even their dis- 
grace—surely the worst blow of all!— 
has increased our responsibilities so that 


many of the plans we have worked out 
for ourselves are now far beyond our 
reach. Rudely, quickly, unexpectedly, 
we have been jerked by circumstances 
from the course we were traveling and 
set down upon another course. The 
whole direction of our career is changed. 
Our scheme of living is smashed to at- 
oms. A crude, heavy cross is laid upon 
our shoulders. In greater or lesser de- 
gree that is the experience of all of us. 
At the moment when we realize just 
what has happened to us we may be 
excused for thinking that the light has 
gone out of our sky. Undoubtedly Si- 
mon of Cyrene felt the darkness and 
discomfort of the world when the rough 
hands of the soldiers placed his burden 
upon him. 

Once the unexpected blow has come 
to us it makes all the difference for 
our future days as to how we accept 
it. At first, naturally, we resent it. Why 
should this happen to us? Why should ™ 
we have to face this deprivation or en- 
dure this pain? But that feeling soon 
passes, for we have to make our adapta- 
tion in a more settled spirit. The next 
stage is the dangerous stage, for it in- 
volves a far-reaching choice. We may 
grow resigned and dull-spirited, wear- 
ing the look of a victim of circumstances, 
apathetic and self-pitying. Deliberately 
we may try not to feel things, chloro- 
forming our sensitiveness, going dead in- 
side and becoming machines, as it were. 
There are some people who condemn 
themselves to go through life in this 
mood. It is the defense mechanism 
which they work out to make their blow 
endurable. 

A much higher level is achieved by 
those who gather together their cour- 
age to dare their problem out. Laugh- 
ingly they defy their fate and promise 
themselves to get going on their way 
as well as ever in a little while. This 
is a creditable point of view, far more 
creditable than the defeatist mood. A 
recent autobiography well illustrates this 
attitude. A modern soldier of fortune 
tells a very stirring tale about himself. 
He is the grandson of an English cler- 
gyman and was sent to Eton. He could 
not stand the quiet life of his native 
land, settling down to some routine task 
and enjoying the conventional career of 
safety and respectability. The lust for 
adventure was in his blood and he has 
found it, in peace and war, in ways 
perilous and profitable, all over the 
world. In his way this man, not yet 
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fifty, is a modern buccaneer correspond- 
ing to those Elizabethan heroes, some- 
times pirates and sometimes admirals, 
who sailed the seven seas and gave a 
mixture of glory and disgrace to their 
native land. This man lost his right 
hand upon the beach at Gallipoli of 
which Masefield has written. The Turks 
started throwing hand grenades with ten 
second fuses attached. He threw all of 
them back except the last one. This 
is the way he puts it in the exciting story 
of his life. “I promised myself that no 
man should ever hear me complain of 
my loss, and that I would learn to shoot 
with my left, that I would play golf with 
it, and that I could be instructed to sign 
my name. After all, I was alive.” That 
is a commendable spirit, and all of us 
know people who have defied the appar- 
ent injustice of life with a smile upon 
their lips and courage in their hearts. 


The finest attitude, however, was that 
which Simon the Cyrenian developed. 
The blow that came to him so unexpect- 
edly led on to the greatest experience 
of his life. At first he saw only a con- 
demned prisoner who had fallen in ex- 
haustion. Then, as he assumed the bur- 
den of the heavy cross-pieces, dragging 
them along the dusty Palestinian road, 
he noticed how calm the torn and blood- 
stained face of Christ was, what a look 
of power and compassion was upon it. 
Probably Christ spoke to Simon as he 
trudged along, uttering some word of 
gratitude. Then Simon watched the 
Roman soldiers complete their task. He 
heard the maledictions of the multitude 
and also the words of faith and forgive- 
ness that came from the central Figure 
on Golgotha. When he finally went 
away it must have been with strange 
feelings in his heart. Nothing is record- 
ed of him except the single verse already 
quoted. Surely it is not fanciful to sup- 
pose that he must have said to himself 
what the centurion said aloud: “Tru- 
ly this man was the Son of God” (Mark 
16:39). We can almost count on that. 
Simon did not understand all at once 
what had happened to him. Later he 
did understand. He knew that he had 
helped Christ to carry His cross. The 
grimmest, most unpleasant experience of 
his life became the most sanctifying 
memory of his life. In the strange ups 
and downs, as we trace back the yester- 
days of our lives, we can find some that 
enable us to understand the discovery 
that came to Simon. 


Some dozen years ago the newspapers 
of the country carried the story of a 
family tragedy. A prominent business 
man in one of the largest cities of our 
country gave a small dinner party in his 
home attended by several friends as well 
as by his four children. Olives were 
served at the meal. Through some ter- 
rible mistake those olives were poison- 
ous. All were taken ill; and several 
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members of the dinner party passed 
away, including the children. The whole 
community was horror stricken over 
what had happened, at the thought of 
that business man and his wife, out- 
standing in community service and 
church affiliation, who had suffered such 
a blow. Within a short time after the 
funeral the business man was in Wash- 
ington making sure that our national 
government worked out some legislation 
dealing with the sale of food stuffs 
which would make it impossible that 
any other family in the future would be 
so smitten. Within a year this man and 
his wife presented to the community in 
which they live a hospital for children, 
among the best equipped of its kind. It 
was thus that they sanctified their trage- 
dy. To this day, Sunday after Sunday, 
this bereaved father and mother, still in 
the very prime of life, give the effective 
testimony of their faith by their pres- 
ence in their church. No one can enter 
their home without feeling himself to 
be on holy ground when he remembers 
what has happened. We cannot reason 
out our tragedies. We have to live them 
out in faith. 


There is one small clue of immense 
significance in that single verse in which 
reference is made to Simon of Cyrene. 
Just as a tiny key can unlock a large 
door so a few words hidden away in a 
sentence can unfold a very significant 
story. Simon is referred to as “the fa- 
ther of Alexander and Rufus”. Why were 
these two sons mentioned? The Gospel 
of Mark was not completed until about 
forty years after that day when Simon 
the Cyrenian helped Christ to carry the 
cross. Why was he identified as “the 
father of Alexander and Rufus”? Only 
one explanation seems likely. Alexan- 
der and Rufus, little boys probably when 
that unexpected burden came to their 
father, had become men of power and 
meaning in the Christian fellowship. Fif- 
teen years before the Gospel of Mark 
was completed Paul, staying for a time 
in Corinth, wrote his Epistle to the 
Romans. In it he includes these words: 
“Salute Rufus, chosen in the Lord, and 
his mother” (Romans 16:13). We can- 
not be certain; but it seems likely that 
he was referring to the widow and the 
son of Simon of Cyrene. Sometimes the 
meaning of our agony is not disclosed 
until the next generation has come on 
the scene. In this instance it would seem 
as if that Jew from North Africa, who 
had been picked out from the crowd so 
unexpectedly for such an unhappy task, 
had, through that task, found a bless- 
ing that meant everything to his whole 
household, particularly his two sons, in 
after years. We cannot afford to think 
of ourselves within the limits of our 
own lives. We have to measure our ex- 
perience in terms of those who came be- 


fore us and those who will continue after 
us. 

This very important truth of the 
meaning of the generations one to an- 
other was brought before me very forci- 
bly not long ago. I sent a note of assur- 
ance to a friend who, I knew, had been, 
and indeed still is, in a difficult place. 
It was the sort of message which was 
calculated to let him know that others 
beside himself had some appreciation 
of the ordeal through which he was 
passing. He sent back a reply, agreeing 
that ultimately things would shape 
themselves, but he added the fervent 
hope that his children would not have 
to pass through what he had had to 
pass through. The chances are that 
they will not; and the reason why they 
will not be called upon is that he has 
been called upon. If the lessons of what 
he has suffered can be worked out it 
will mean untold benefit to the genera- 
tion immediately following. We have 
to look at the unexpected blows of life 
over the long measurement of the years. 
“The father of Alexander and Rufus’. 

Probably no group of people in ail his- 
tory had to face such appalling handi- 
caps in establishing themselves as the 
Christians of the first century. Out- 
wardly there was little in their favor 
and very much against them. Inwardly 
they were possessed by a tremendous 
sense of mission and an absolute as- 
surance that they could express the an- 
swer to the main questions demanded by 
life. Carried forward in the impetuous 
rush of their joyous confidence they pro- 
vided the demonstration that convinced. 
That demonstration is always heeded 
and at no time more than the present. 
The contagion of that confidence can 
sweep forward with very marked effect, 
restoring morale, rebuilding broken 
hopes, readjusting shattered lives. At 
this very hour, in all probability, that 
is precisely what it is doing, for, the 
ways of human nature being what they 
are, many have to wait for the troubling 
of the waters before they find their heal- 
ing power. Sometimes, when the unex- 
pected blow comes, after the first few 
moments of shock and dismay, we learn 
to see further, to feel more intensely, 
and, much to our own surprise, perhaps, 
to appreciate as we did not before the 
meaning of our gospel. 


Science is a good piece of furniture 
for a man to have in an upper chamber, 
provided he has common-sense on the 
ground floor.—O. W. Holmes. 


oe * * 
Today, let us rise and go to our work. 


Tomorrow, we shall rise and go to our 
reward.—Richard Fuller. 


* * Bs 
My mind, aspire to higher things: 


Grow rich in that which never taketh 
rust. —Sir Philip Sidney. 
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“We Must Share’ 


This is a day of good tidings and we held 
our peace. II Kings 7: 9. 


MITTEN by a sense of shame four 

privileged men made this confes- 

sion. Samaria was besieged by the 
Syrians. Hunger, starvation and death 
threatened all. Outside the city, fed by 
loyal friends within, lived these lepers. 
But war makes no distinction between 
the weak and the strong, the innocent 
and the guilty, and so the burden of 
those already suffering was increased. 
The lepers’ line of communication was 
broken, their base of supplies cut off. 
In desperation they decided to gamble 
their lives by surrendering to the enemy. 
They preferred sudden death at their 
hands rather than a lingering one by 
starvation. 


What a surprise was in store for them. 
How often our worst fears never come 
true! The Syrian camp was deserted. 
Hurriedly in the night they must have 
gone for they left behind them their 
tents, food, jewelry and costly garments. 
Some strange fear in the darkness had 
caused them to become panic-stricken. 
With what joy the lepers pounced upon 
the food and ate until full. Then they 
began to gather up provisions, gold and 
silver and garments to hide and hoard 
for the future. At last, just when they 
seemed to have reached the end of the 
rope, fate seemed to have smiled upon 
them. Now they would be happy and 
contented. 


But after all this was done happiness 
was still a stranger. Once they had 
thought that such conditions were bound 
to bring peace and satisfaction. As they 
sat there well-fed and the future as- 
sured, they heard a voice within. They 
saw a vision of other hungry people, of 
little children crying for bread, of women 
fearing lest the enemy at last break 
through and kill their men. The lepers 
felt that they could not possibly go on 
without sharing their good fortune with 
others. Said one to another, “This is 
a day of good tidings and we held our 
peace.” What these men discovered the 
whole world has rediscovered during 
these sobering days of depression. With 
chastened spirits all of us are begin- 
ning to see that no individual, class, 
nation or race can find peace and satis- 
faction alone. We are destined to be 
brothers, to share our privileges with all. 
Let us see the basis of this fundamental 
need of sharing in life. 
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I We Must Share Because of What 
We Are 


Not because we ought to, but because 
we must if we are to bé true to the best 
and highest in human nature. Sharing 
is native to the human heart. No com- 
mittee waited upon these lepers demand- 
ing a distribution of their new-found 
riches. No external authority threat- 
ened direct action if they refused to rec- 
ognize the rights of others. From with- 
in a kind of categorical imperative spoke 
and said, “You must share.” It is so 
easy to slander human nature, to blame 
it for all great evils like war, robbery, 
murder and slavery of all kinds. Such 
is human nature, we say. While we 
know human nature possesses tremen- 
dous capacity for evil, it also has un- 
limited potentialities for good. Let us 
not forget the lovelier and nobler side 
of the story. Human nature is also 
seen in the doctor giving his life to fight 
infection, the explorer risking his all 
to add to human knowledge, the scien- 
tist burning his life out in the pursuit 
of truth, and the sailor stepping aside 
that others might live. Washington at 
Valley Forge, Lindbergh over the At- 
lantic, Spinoza grinding his lenses rather 
than sell his intellectual freedom, No- 
guchi dying in West Africa to make life 
safer, these, too, represent human na- 
ture. The evils of the past are not due 
nearly as much to the depravity of hu- 
man nature as they are to the fact that 
our appeals have so frequently been 
made to the anti-social impulses of man. 


An acquisitive society has stressed rug- 
ged individualism and possession rather 
than sharing. 

Even in nature and among savages 
Kropotkin showed the large place as- 
sumed by mutual aid and cooperation. 
The jungle-theory of life is neither true 
nor adequate. Human nature at its best 
seeks to share. The Christian faith 
dares to believe that its hope of trans- 
forming life from a battleground to a 
brotherhood is based upon human nature 
at its highest. While we hear much 
about a perverted self-expression, let us 
seek the expression of these finer ten- 
cencies in man. To deny them self- 
realization means to defeat ourselves of 
the very fulness of life we crave. Men- 
tal conflict and unhappiness come to 
many because they have stifled the god- 
liness within them. 


How truly Jesus spoke when he said, 
“Man shall not live by bread alone but 
by every word that proceedeth out of 
the mouth of God.” Man lives by self- 
respect, by conscience, by fellowship 
with others and by sacrifice for others. 
He is just as much a sharing animal 
as a fighting one. Again the Master 
speaks: “The kingdom of God is within 
you.” Man has been described as the 
only animal that blushes. It is this sav- 
ing sense of shame that makes him say, 
“This is a day of good tidings and we 
held our peace.” “Now are we the sons 
of God,” says John. Because this is true 
we must live the shared-life, for God is 
the great sharer of life’s riches. Some 
day we shall stimulate the desire to 
share instead of the competitive ten- 
dency and build a true and beautiful 
world. 

Just after the “Titanic” went to its 
watery grave two significant cartoons 
appeared in the newspapers. One 
showed the great floating-palace with 
the ugly wound in its side made by the 
iceberg. Underneath were the words, 
“The strength of nature and the weak- 
ness of man.” It seemed like a cynical 
taunt of physical forces that smiled as 
they smashed man’s boasted unsinkable 
ship. The other cartoon showed the 
same sinking ship but with this dif- 
ference. On the deck could be seen 
men stepping aside and putting women 
and children into the boats. They were 
thrusting aside self-survival, the so- 
called first law of life. And beneath 
that picture were the words, “The 
strength of man and the weakness of 
nature.” Here man was flinging back 
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his challenge to nature and saying that 
there was in him some things that she 
was unable to touch, riches of person- 
ality that neither time nor tide can 
crush. 

It would be easy to show that we 
cannot exist in the modern complex civ- 
ilization without cooperation. When we 
lived on isolated farms we had our own 
wells and did not need to worry about 
the neighbor’s well. Now the public 
water works is our well and we cannot 
have pure water unless all have it. 
When men had their money in the house, 
they did not worry about the safety of 
the money of others. Now their money 
cannot be safe in the bank unless every- 
body’s is secure. To have healthy chil- 
dren, the children of the community 
with whom they attend school and play 
must be healthy. Our modern comforts 
come to us because all the world has 
shared with us. The telephone, we are 
told, is made possible through Japanese 
silk, Indian mica, Malay rubber, Irish 
fiax, Russian platinum, Egyptian cotton 
and South African gold. The electric 
light represents Greenland, India, China, 
Spain, East Indies, and Brazil. The 
modern radio is made possible through 
material which has travelled to us from 
all over the world, at least a distance 
of over a quarter of a million miles. 
But we are not now discussing survival 
or the enjoyment of life’s luxuries but 
the enrichment and expanding of our 
own personalities. There can be no in- 
ner peace without sharing. Hear the 
Mayo brothers of Rochester, Minnesota, 
as they make their gift of two million 
dollars to the University, “We never re- 
garded this money as ours. It came 
from the people, and we believe that it 
should go back to the people. That 
was our father’s attitude in life.” These 
men know that the heart that will not 
share is doomed to a barren, fruitless 
existence like the Dead Sea. Because 
of what we are, because we belong to 
God, because we are made to be broth- 
ers, we must share. Listen to Living- 
stone: “Don’t talk about my sacrifices.” 
He had found the joy of sharing. 

It still remains true that “It is more 
blessed to give than to receive.” No 
matter what it does to the one who 
receives the gift, it always blesses the 
giver. It broadens his sympathy, en- 
larges his vision and expands his ca- 
pacity for the enjoyment of life. And 
the opposite is true of the unshared life. 
It brings doom to all concerned. The 
needy suffer because of neglect and the 
giver who refuses is hardened by the 
very refusal. 


II. The Desire to Share is the Basis 
of All Worthy Service 


This is true of evangelism. There 
can be no normal Christian experience 
that does not seek expression in a de- 
sire to share our experience with others. 
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To men besieged by fear and doubt, to 
those who need the Living Bread upon 
which our souls are fed, we must pass 
on the message. Our dumb lips are 
often the cause of our dying loyalties. 
Perhaps we are lean of soul ourselves 
because we have not made the most of 
Christ and so lack a vital religious ex- 
perience to stimulate us. If Christ 
means little to us, we shall not be great- 
ly concerned to introduce others to him. 
Or perhaps we lack imagination to vis- 
ualize the tragic need, the soul-hunger 
of those with whom we come in con- 
tact day by day. Whatever may be the 
cause many of us can say with the lep- 
ers of old, “This is a day of good tid- 
ings and we held our peace.” It was 
inactivity in a prison cell that dimmed 
the faith of the lion-hearted John the 
Baptist until he wondered whether 
Jesus was the Christ or not. Half of 
our spiritual ills could be cured, half 
of our doubts conquered, if we would but 
share the good tidings with others. 

And what is true of evangelism is true 
of the great Missionary enterprise. One 
of the greatest of living missionaries, 
Stanley Jones, knows how true this is. 
With passionate pleading he reminds us 
that the motive of missions is not im- 
perialism of any kind whether it be de- 
nominational, economic, political, or ra- 
cial. The supreme basis of missions is 
just this passion to share Christ with 
a needy world. Not to believe in this 
great Christian enterprise is to confess 
our own limited vision, our own spiritual 
poverty, our own poor appropriation of 
all that Christ means. A striking word 
was spoken by a leader of bygone days 
when he said that the church which was 
not evangelistic would soon not be evan- 
gelical and the church which was not 
a missionary church would soon be a 
missing church. 

The early followers of Christ found 
it impossible not to share Him with 
others. It was the realization that 
Christ had something that all needed. 
Hear them speak as they risk their 
lives for their testimony, “For we can- 
not but speak the things which we saw 
and heard.” They had not a theory to 
spin but an experience to share and the 
survival and growth of that experience 
demanded expression. They saw a world 
dominated by the wrong conception of 
God, by a false estimate of man and 
an inadequate view of salvation. Noth- 
ing could quench this passion to share 
with the entire world the glorious good 
tidings they knew. This fundamental 
purpose of missions stands untouched to- 
day for still Christ’s followers know that 
He has something that every soul needs, 
without which its fulness of life never 
can be realized. Plainly was this set 
forth in the message of the Jerusalem 
Conference. 

Surely the church was born for such 
a day as this. For centuries its prophets 


have preached what we know now is 
true as we look out upon the tragic ex- 
perience of the last quarter of a cen- 
tury, what every man’s experience con- 
firms, namely, we cannot live unto our- 
selves. No individual or nation can 
isolate itself in a sea of trouble for ul- 
timately we rise and fall together. 

With its good tidings let it speak out. 
In the Christian gospel there is light 
and healing for all the ills of life, there 
is that very fulness of life that all hu- 
manity seeks. 

Bishop McConnell tells of a young mar- 
ried couple who in the early days of 
the settlement of the West went to 
serve as missionaries in those rough 
frontier towns. History tells of how very 
low the ideals sank in such sections. 
Bravely this man and wife worked, or- 
ganizing a church and Sunday school. 
Gradually through their influence the 
moral tone of the community was lifted. 
One day the husband passed on and 
the wife stayed at her post, honoring 
his memory by keeping up the work. 
People wondered at the secret of these 
two strong, beautiful lives. After a 
while the wife died and was buried in 
the little frontier town where she and 
her companion had so faithfully la- 
bored. As the neighbors gathered up 
the belongings to send back east, they 
found the wedding ring. Inscribed on 
the inside they read these words, “Each 
for the other and all for God.” This 
was the secret of their great ministry. 
This alone can be the secret of all suc- 
cessful living. With each for the other 
and all for God as our motive the city 
of God, for which men have dreamed 
and died, can be built here on earth. 


THOU WILT NOT FAIL 


Tho values shrink and markets fail, 
Tho gold depart and business rot, 
Tho work decline and cheeks grow pale, 
Tho lonely prayer be our lot— 
Undying Christ, be Thou our ALL! 
Thou wilt not fail—we shall not fall. 


Tho leaders change and parties die, 
Tho budget-balance men ignore, 

Tho tariff’s walls rise e’er so high, 
Tho liquor’s torrents flow once more— 

Unchanging One, be Thou our ALL! 

Thou wilt not fail—we shall not fall. 


Tho Pacts are scrapped and Leagues de- 
part, 
Tho nations rise thru pagan rage, 
Tho battle planes shade field and mart, 
Tho cruel war our thoughts engage— 
Almighty Christ, be Thou our ALL! 
Thou canst not fail—ne’er shall we fall. 


Tho Antichrist should raise his head, 
Tho through his reign men’s faith 
should fail, 
Tho persecutions run blood-red, 
Tho Christless hearts should fear and 
quail— 
All-conquering Christ, 
ALL! 
Thou wilt not fail—we shall not fall. 
By George G. Williams, in The Euro- 
pean Harvest Field. 


Thou art our 
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The City Of Many Gates 


On the east were three gates; and on 
the north three gates; and on the south 
three gates; and on the west three 
gates. Revelation 21: 13. 


HE human imagination reaches its 

most sublime heights in the twen- 

ty-first chapter of the Book of the 
Revelation of St. John the Divine. Here 
is the most magnificent conception of 
the City of God in literature. Many 
have conceived of ideal cities but neither 
Plato’s “Republic” nor More’s “Utopia” 
nor any other so stirs the imagination 
and lifts the human soul as this con- 
ception of the New Jerusalem. Two 
words for “new” are used in the New 
Testament. One refers to things that 
have not existed before, made of new 
materials and from new designs. The 
other refers to the renovation or mak- 
ing over of something already in exist- 
ence. The latter word is used to de- 
scribe the New Jerusalem. The New 
Jerusalem is new because its inhabitants, 
its laws, its relationships are made over 
and made right. Dr. Milligan has re- 
minded us that the New Jerusalem is 
a figure not of a place but of a people. 
It is the “Bride of the Lamb.” It is 
therefore a picture of the true followers 
of Jesus Christ. It is a vivid descrip- 
tion of the society of the redeemed where 
people live and think and act as they 
are impelled by the motives of Christ 
and their characters are shaped and 
formed by Him. The New Jerusalem is 
to be found in its essentials when peo- 
ple are truly Christlike in their relations 
to God and to one another. 

This City is also an echo of Old Testa- 
ment prophecy. John evidently has in 
mind the city which Ezekiel had seen 
in vision many years before and he now 
sees it coming nearer to realization than 
ever before. It is also clear from the 
description given that while the pattern 
of the City is given from God and comes 
cut of heaven its place of realization is 
among the peoples of the earth. It is 
a new heaven and a new earth. 

Let us note some of the characteristics 
of the life of the people of God as de- 
scribed in this City. Here God is sov- 
ereign. God himself is with them; He 
is their comforter; He wipes all tears 
from their eyes; takes away the fear of 
death and causes them to feel perfect 
safety and perfect confidence because He 
rules. Also we note that the Lamb is 
the light of the city. Everything is done 
in the light of Jesus. Through Him 
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the people know what to do and how to 
do it. They need not fear what may 
come because He lights their pathway 
end assures them of guidance. There 
is no need of sun or moon or stars. 
There is no night. All darkness is dis- 
pelled and the light of Jesus makes the 
way clear to all. We also note another 
feature of the City and that is the 
Christlike character of its citizens. They 
have been redeemed and their garments 
have been cleansed. There is no taint 
of sin upon them and nothing which 
smacks of evil is permitted to enter. 


We note also the accessibility of this 
City. In spite of the exclusive character 
of its inhabitants it is the most acces- 
sible City ever described. It is open on 
every side. Great cities of the past have 
been located with their defense and not 
their accessibility in view. They have 
been placed at the end of narrow har- 
bors with mountains round them to keep 
people out. But the City of the New 
Jerusalem has gates open on every side. 
Its portals are wide and they summon 
people from the north and from the 
south, from the east and from the west. 

No more cosmopolitan city was ever 
conceived than this. There were three 
gates beckoning people from the east 
to come in. There was a place for the 
oriental in this city; a place for the mys- 
tical mind and the dreamy philosopher; 
a place for the man who spends only 
a short time gaining material things 
and many hours dreaming about spir- 
itual things. There were three gates 
on the north, toward the hard, practical 
life; for the man who lives in those por- 


tions of the earth where there is little 
time for dreaming and much necessity 
for hard work; who must toil long hours 
to make a niggardly earth yield him a 
living, which makes him a man whose 
thoughts are keen and reverent but prac- 
tical and to the point. On the south 
were three gates open to the people who 
live in lands of sunshine; where the 
earth is luxuriant and where it is easy 
to be lazy and careless. Here are the 
people of strong passions, of soft voices, 
of romantic minds; whose loyalties are 
eternal and whose enmities are keen. 
On the west were three gates inviting 
the pioneer and the man with an in- 
ward urge for the new and untried. 
There is a place for the man of hustle 
and hurry whose mind is centered on 
material things, on tnventions and in- 
dustries and commerce. There is a place 
for the man who sees and thinks much 
about material things and generally for- 
gets the mystical, the beautiful and the 
spiritual. 

This City is seeking to bring together 
the people of the four corners of the 
earth with their divergent points of view 
and characteristics. It aims to weld 
them together into a new City with these 
characteristics renovated and reshaped 
in accordance with the description of 
the New Jerusalem. It is the task of the 
church to bring into realization this 
City and to cause the people of God to 
exhibit the qualities that John sees in 
the New Jerusalem. To many it is an 
overwhelming and impossible task. They 
throw up their hands in helplessness 
and say that the church can never 
reach such a goal and that the only 
possible way to realize it is through 
some divine cataclysm. whereby the 
supernatural forces of God shall bring 
about the revolution which. would be 
necessary in order to reach such, a..goal. 

Whatever may be the intention of God 
as to such plans it is undoubtedly the 
duty of Christians to keep this goal.in 
mind and work together under the :lead- 
ership of Jesus Christ toward this, end 
so devoutly desired. We. note three 
things especially that must be kept. up- 
permost in our thoughts and plans. 

The first is world relationships. 

We have entered enthusiastically into 
the program of the modern Foreign Mis- 
sion enterprise. We rallied with zeal 
to the slogan, “the evangelization of the 
world in: this generation,” and the choic- 
est youth of our colleges responded: with 
their lives. They have gone to the utter- 
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most parts of the earth carrying a gos- 
pel that has been interpreted by them 
in terms of evangelism, education, heal- 
ing and agriculture. A generation of 
Christians has been raised up in the 
mission fields of the world. They have 
taken the missionaries from whom they 
have learned about Christ as fair sam- 
ples of what a Christian civilization 
would produce and they have thought 
that nothing could be better for them- 
selves and their countries than Chris- 
tianity. But now they dre reading and 
traveling and thinking and they are dis- 
covering that the Christianity of the 
west has produced other things besides 
the fine Christian characters of the mis- 
sionaries we have sent to them. We 
are seeing today many of these people 
in revolt against what they regard as 
the evils of our civilization and we are 
awakening to the fact that we have 
been asking the nations of the world 
to come into the City of God by the 
western gate. Shall we insist that to 
become Christian they must accept our 
western Christianity or shall we frankly 
admit the many weaknesses of our west- 
ern Christianity and urge them to ac- 
cept Christ only? By accepting Christ 
they may find some better ways of ex- 
pressing Him through eastern minds and 
eastern ideas than we have found in the 
west. It may be that we shall learn 
new things about Christ if we urge the 
people of the east to go into the City 
of God through the eastern gate. E. 
Stanley Jones in “The Christ of the 
Indian Road” tells us how India has 
identified Christ and western Chris- 
tianity. Now they are beginning to see 
Christ as a Savior of India. He is no 
longer a westerner but is being natural- 
ized along the Indian road and they 
are beginning to think of God as Christ 
reveals him. Surely we must learn in 
our day that if there is to be a new 
heaven and a new eath and the New 
Jerusalem is to be realized, its inhabi- 
tants must come from all the world. 
They must come through their own 
gates and we cannot force them all to 
come in through the western gate. 
Our second task in the realization of 
the City of God is the national one. 


America is the laboratory of free 
Christianity. Following the Reforma- 
tion came the opening up of America 
and those who sought to worship God 
as free Christians were given their 
chance in the new world. A vast ter- 
ritory was opened up and asylum offered 
to the persecuted of all nations, races 
and creeds. Here was a chance to show 
that Christianity is bigger than race or 
national tradition. Through the years 
we have been welcoming to our shores 
all who would come and we dared to 
think that America was a melting-pot 
where a new race with new ideas and 
new loves and hopes would be produced. 
That ideal has not been realized. 
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Perhaps we shall have to give up the 
melting-pot idea altogether and dis- 
cover that the people of America ought 
to be like the people of the New Jeru- 
salem. Is it possible for these divergent 
races and nationalities and religions to 
enter into a new America through their 
own gates? We shall learn undoubtedly 
that an Englishman, a German, an 
Italian, a Russian, a Chinese or an Af- 
rican may be a good American and a 
good Christian and still retain his color 
and his ancestry. 


Here is the supreme task of Chris- 
tianity in America. Are we who call 
ourselves Christians really Christian 
enough to recognize the good in every 
race under the sun? Can we have a 
Christianity that is broad enough and 
at the same time virile enough to leaven 
this human mass from the ends of the 
earth so that it shall have the charac- 
teristics of the City of God? Do we 
dare have the faith to believe that our 
America can be made like the New 
Jerusalem where God is the sovereign, 
where Jesus Christ is supreme and where 
Christian character prevails? Only 
when we strive deliberately for such an 
end can we hope to call ourselves Chris- 
tian. 


“I got all kinds o’ neighbors where 
I’m living by the crick— 

Some Yankees and a Polock and the 
Dutch is pretty thick, 

And there’s seventeen Norwegians 
that haul milk along the road, 

An’ the Irish, some; an’ others I ain’t 
figgered where they growed. 

I’m proud that I’m a Yankee, and 
Pete’s proud that he is Dutch, 

But the lingo makes no differ, an’ 
the creeds don’t matter much, 

Fer we're going to pull together— 
Yank and Swede an’ Mick and 
Finn— 

Till we’ve sowed a crop of brother- 
hood, and brought the harvest 
in.” 

The third task is that of faith rela- 

tionships. 

The City of God is the body of Chris- 
tian believers. Yet no large body of 
Christian believers is today manifesting 
very definitely the characteristics of the 
citizens of the New Jerusalem. Our de- 
nominational gatherings, which are sup- 
posed to be groups of devout and pious 
Christians, have become political cock- 
pits. The politics of some of our great 
national religious gatherings put to 
shame the most elaborate schemes of 
the old-line political parties. Men who 
are really devout in their own personal 
lives, under the excitement of crowds 
and tense: moments say things about 
their brethren that can hardly by any 
stretch of the imagination be called 
Christian. In order to keep the denom- 
ination together and prevent disruptions 
we resort to the most absurd compro- 
mises. Many religious papers which were 
criginally designed as aids and inspirers 
of Christian thinking and devout liv- 


ing have become sheets of slander and 
vituperation. Pastors and churches of 
the same denomination are often di- 
vided into warring groups of conserva- 
tive and liberal. 


Is it not time for us to stop and see 
the absurdity of such a situation? Is 
it not possible for us to find the good in 
each other, to unite in the great cause 
of Christ, to sound anew the evangel- 
istic and redemptive note? If we can 
ao this we will discover that it is pos- 
sible for one man to enter the City by 
the Liberal gate and another by the 
Conservative gate. We will discover 
that we must be liberal enough to accept 
all new truth that is received from any 
source and conservative enough to hold 
fast all the old that is really true. Hap- 
pily the clouds seem to be lifting and 
cur churches appear to be beginning to 
realize that we can accept our fellow 
Christians as Christians even if they do 
look at some things differently. When 
Christ is lifted up He will draw all men, 
all types and minds, to Him. 


There are some who would tell us 
that all must enter into the City by the 
gate of sudden conversion, forgetting 
about Timothy. There are others who 
are so interested in the entrance through 
training and education that they have 
forgotten the sudden change in the life 
of Paul. There are some who are so 
interested in reclaiming life in the Bow- 
ery that they forget that Christ may be 
found in the scholar’s study. There are 
some who are so interested in the intel- 
lectual side of religion that they forget 
that Jesus appeals to the poor, the ig- 
norant and the outcast. There are many 
gates into the City and no one should 
be forced to go around the City in order 
to get in at our gate. 


But Jesus speaks of the narrow gate. 
Can it be possible that we have missed 
the point altogether and that the gate 
into the City is a narrow one? Yes, 
the gate is narrow. “I am the way,’ 
said Jesus, “no one cometh to the Father 
but by Me.” So after all there is only 
one way into the City and that way is 
through Christ. Perhaps we are mixing 
our figures somewhat. There is only 
ene type of character inside the City. 
That is the Christlike character. No 
cne can get in without it. But there 
are many ways of being Christlike. The 
brown man, the black man, the white 
man, may each be Christlike. The man 
of conservative mind and the man of 
liberal mind may be Christlike. The 
way into the City is also broad. John 
ends the story of his Revelation on a 
high note. “Whosoever will may come.” 
Only a City of many gates could make 
such a sweeping offer and only a man 
of Christlike character may enter any 
ene of these gates. 
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The IronyXOf Calumny 


He saved 
save. 


others; Himself He cannot 


irony in calumny; a certain ele- 

ment in it that defeats its purpose. 
Acrid slanders often carry an overtone 
of praise. Things hurled to destroy often 
aid in building. It seems that vilifica- 
tion proves a poor weapon to use. 


Mrs. Cyrus W. Field, bored to dis- 
traction by her husband’s constant plan- 
ning and talking about the cable he later 
successfully laid across the Atlantic, is 
reported to have said in a moment of 
temper: “Cyrus Field, I’m tired of it. 
I wish that old cable of yours was at the 
bottom of the Atlantic Ocean.” “Why, 
Wife, that’s just where I want it,” la- 
conically replied her husband. 


Tiron is often a certain subtle 


“Quakers,” and “Methodists,” are tags 
pinned on those respective organiza- 
tions by their contemporaries by which 
they have gone out “conquering and to 
conquer.” The cross itself, an instru- 
ment of ignominy and shame, has all but 
conquered, and, by the grace of God, is 
destined to conquer the world. God 
causes the wrath of man to praise Him. 
“This man receiveth sinners,” hurled at 
the man of Nazareth as an epithet of 
disgrace, has gone out to the ends of the 
earth as one of Christ’s most complimen- 
tary testimonies. Every son of man who 
has come to know Him can praise His 
name with these same words: “This man 
receiveth sinners! Indeed He does. I 
know it for He has received me.” 


So with the text: “He saved others; 
Himself He cannot save.” Hurled in His 
teeth by His enemies to defame Him, it 
stands everlastingly as one of His great- 
est praises. Intended to incur the hatred 
of men, lo! It has won for Him the grat- 
itude of the world. Sneeringly spoken to 
bury His influence on Golgotha, the 
place of the skull, it has served this long 
time to lift Him up “high amid the wait- 
ing throng.” Down from Calvary it has 
come until “we have heard the joyful 
sound, ‘Jesus saves, Jesus saves.’ ” 


Now, while the calumny, “He saved 
others,” does not at all insult us nor our 
Saviou, are we quite as ready to own 
that the rest of this slur has also its 
overtone of praise, and is as complimen- 
tary and true? “Himself He cannot 
save.” Could Jesus have saved Him- 
self? 

In a sense this is true. Jesus could 
not save Himself. I know our sense of 
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loyalty bristles and says: “Of course 
He could. Jesus could save Himself. He 
could do anything.” We love to think 
that greatness consists in one’s being 
able to do as one pleases. At second 
thought, how naive it sounds; like some 
kindergarten argument as to the power 
of a championed hero. But, Jesus could 
not save Himself. Even so, that far, the 
slander eats itself up in praise. It is 
true: “Himself He cannot save.” 


We do not diminish the power of 
Jesus. We do not disparage His strength. 
Whatsoever is taken from His might is 
added to His glory. We say then, the 
Christ may have had the power to save 
Himself, but the motive, never! Such 
was as foreign to Jesus as sin itself. The 
Lord was pure unselfishness. 


Vision a man having a fortune, mil- 
lions in gold, possessions untold, and 
never spending a cent on himself; or, 
“having the gift of prophecy and under- 
standing all mysteries and all knowl- 
edge,” or, having “all faith so that’ he 
“could remove mountains,’ never using 
any of it all to call attention to him- 
self. Such unselfishness seems yet un- 
born, unearthly. But such unselfishness 
found its incarnation in Jesus. All power 
in heaven and earth he confesses to be 
His, and yet never once did He use 
it to parade Himself; to get gain for 
Himself. What man of us having power 
does not capitalize it? What man of 
us having power to turn stones into 
bread would not forthwith start a bakery 
and commercialize our gift, turning it 
into selfish gain? 

Not only did Jesus not turn His power 
into selfish gain, but never once did He 
use it even in defense of Himself. Half 


our worries come from defending our- 
selves, saving ourselves from mortifica- 
tion. Some imaginary slight, or petty 
offense we feel must be resented. We 
must have our tribute. We must use 
our powers to make people think well 


of us. Is not half our anger mere per- 
sonal resentment at some _ private 
wrong? Consider then that Jesus never 


spent any of His powers running down 
some slander. He was a “Winebibber.” 
He was a “Glutton.” He ate with pub- 
licans and sinners. He had a devil. He 
was ill-born. But He spent no time jus- 
tifying Himself. Even to His own mur- 
derers He could say: “Father, forgive 
them.” 

The power He had to save Himself, 
but “Himself He cannot save.” 

In yet another, and perhaps a greater 
sense, this calumny is as false as the 
blackest lie. Jesus not only could have 
saved Himself, He did save Himself. 
By the sacrifice of Himself, He everlast- 
ingly set forth the truth of His own 
principle: “Whosoever will save his life 
will lose it; and whosoever will lose his 
life . . . will find it.” (Matthew 16:25). 
He made that logic live. He made that 
word flesh. By giving His life, Jesus 
saved Himself for all eternity. He lives 
today because He saved Himself by giv- 
ing Himself. 

We see that worked out in the common 
experiences of life. The captain who 
saves himself and returns after his ship 
has gone down with all on board, is dead 
while he liveth. By saving himself, he 
lost his life. His perfidy follows him like 
a scourge. Nobile, returning from the 
icy wastes after leaving his comrade to 
freeze to death in a frozen grave, knew 
something of this. The deserter who 
returns having saved himself from shot 
and shell faces the firing squads of his 
friends every day and lives a living 
death. He lost his life by saving it. 

It is the kernel of corn all over again. 
“Except a corn of wheat fall into the 
ground and die, it abideth alone: but 
if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit.” 
(John 12:24). It is the law of life: sav- 
ing life by giving life. It is the law of 
seed-time and harvest. It is the law 
of my own being. I must say now and 
every day to myself: “If you are not to 
abide alone, if you are not to lose your 
life, you must give it.” 

It is the testimony of all great souls. 
They gave their lives and yet live on. 
They being dead yet speak. Socrates, 
Huss and Jerome, Livingstone, Nathan 
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Hale, Lincoln who died in their causes, 
and Moses, Augustin, Luther, Nightin- 
gale, Washington who gave their lives 
a living sacrifice for truths, all these 
being dead yet speak. 

“He saved others; Himself He cannot 
Save.” 


The men who said that we do not 
know. They are gone. Their identity 
is lost for all time. The calumny, like 
the cross, goes on as a text and symbol 
for life. Their words still live. But 
their words still live because He lives. 
He who died lives on. They who lived 
and railed on Him are dead. Their rail- 
lery is also dead. Its overtone of praise 
lives on in its stead. It rolls on through- 
out the whole world “from Greenland’s 
icy mountains to India’s coral strand,” 
and throughout all time till every knee 
shall bow and every tongue confess 
that Jesus is the Christ. 


This lesson magnifies my selfishness. 
It lays me bare. I see Him staying on 
the cross, and not coming down to save 
Himself, though He might, and yet by 
staying there actually coming down and 
walking the world, living forever, saving 
His life by losing it. 

He stayed by His cross. He lives for- 
ever. I must stay by my cross if I 
am to live forever. “Hier stehe ich. 
Ich kann nicht anders.” So help me 
God. 


“When I survey the wondrous cross 
On which the Prince of Glory died, 
My richest gain I count but loss, 
And pour contempt on all my pride.” 


The Angle of Repose 
(Continued from page 8) 


must live with Christ if we would be- 
come like Christ. 

Two boys were on their way to school 
one wintry morning when they decided 
to walk across a field and seek who 
could make the straightest track through 
the snow. When they had crossed the 
field one found that he had made a 
very crooked trail and that the other 
had walked almost on a straight line. 


“Turning to his chum he said, “Tell me 


how you did it.” His companion an- 
swered, “When I started off I fixed my 
eyes on this tree and I never took them 
off it until I arrived at it.’ The other 
responded, “That explains it. All the 
way across I was looking at my own 
feet or at yours.” If we would be Christ- 
like we must practice looking unto 
Jesus. As we live with him we will be 
transformed into his likeness and be 
able to say, “The Lord will perfect that 
which concerneth me.” 


Jesus is the eternal source of spiritual 
power. This is the testimony of expe- 
rience. “He is able to save to the utter- 
most all those who have come unto God 
by him.” We need power to conquer 
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slothfulness, selfishness, and sinfulness. 
This power is available for all in Christ 
Jesus. If we wish to become Christlike 
let us recognize that the power of Christ 
can be communicated to us. How can 
we get it? We must find him. Where 
is he? He is at your side now. If you 
will bow in his presence and pray, say- 
ing, “Lord Jesus, save me,” you will ex- 
perience this power. We do not know 
how it is communicated but we know 
that the Christ of God imparts to us 
of his spirit and we are saved by him. 

Christianity is verified by experience. 
Through faith in him we are saved from 
sin and are transformed unto his like- 
ness. We find in Christ the ideal and 
the power to achieve it when we are 
trusting in him we can say with hu- 
mility, ““The Lord will perfect that which 
concerneth me.” 


Ill, The Lord will perfect my work. 

The Christian life is purposeful. We 
have been called into the service of the 
Lord to fulfill the purpose of the Eter- 
nal in our generation. Our daily work 
ceases to be drudgery when we relate 
it to the will of God and his Kingdom. 

Jesus had a definite mission in life. 
He came to establish the kingdom of 
God upon the earth. He was crucified 
before his work was perfected but he 
never lost confidence in the triumph of 
the ideal. It is our duty to perfect the 
work he began. He laid the foundation 
for the Kingdom and expects us to co- 
operate with him until the will of God 
is done on earth as in heaven. 

Sometimes the spirit of hopelessness 
conquers us. Our energy and our time 
is limited and we feel that we can ac- 
complish nothing. When discouraged, 
let us remember we are workers to- 
gether with God, then we will regain 
our courage and be able to say with 
confidence, “The Lord will perfect that 
which concerneth me.” 


George Washington died before his 
work was finished but God raised up 
others to build the new republic. Abra- 
ham Lincoln was assassinated when his 
wisdom was most needed by the bleed- 
ing country but God raised up others 
to complete the work of emancipation 
and weld together the broken nation. 
David Livingstone saw Africa as the 
open sore of the world. He died before 
the church awakened to its responsibility 
to the Africans but other prophets took 
his place and continue to shout the 
Macedonian call. 


If our work is part of the will of God 
our work will be perfected. The road 
may be long and the sun may be hot 
but somewhere on the highway we will 
meet our Lord who awaits his servants 
with palms of victory in his hand. 


“On the far reef, the breakers 
Recoil in shattered foam, 

While still the sea behind them, 
Urges its forces home. 


Its song of triumph surges, 
O’er all the thundrous din, 
The wave may break in failure, 
But the tide is sure to win.” 


The world has lost the angle of repose. 
Even as the cutting of the Panama 
Canal unsettled a mountain so the 
changes of the past decade have inter- 
fered with the established habits of na- 
tions and robbed them of the pose they 
formerly possessed. Nations which once 
impressed us by their quiet confidence 
and strength are now fretful and sus- 
picious. Some may need a stabilized 
national currency but all most certainly 
e stabilized balance of soul. 

If those who lack this balance of soul 
are to regain it there must be a turning 
to God and a surrender to his will. 
Augustine spoke truth when he said, 
“Thou hast made us for thyself and we 
never can rest until we rest in thee.” 
When we forget the Eternal we become 
self-centered and our ambitions make 
us enemies of the social order. Our ac- 
quisitive desires become dominant and 
in the revel of selfishness we lose both 
perspective and poise. The loving Spirit 
of our Heavenly Father is ever calling 
us back to himself, pleading with us 
to put his will first in life. When we 
do so we will gain the angle of repose 
and, like the unknown author of the 
Psalm, we will be able to say, “The Lord 
will perfect that which concerneth me.” 


SAVED TO AND FOR SOMETHING 


Life is not negative, but positive; and 
it is of no value to be saved from some- 
thing unless we are saved to and for 
something. In fact, it might otherwise 
happen that “the last state ... is worse 
than the first.” A family rejoiced that 
a young man was saved from death in 
the War, but the results of the War 
upon his nerves caused his suicide soon 
after his return; his being saved from 
death in Flanders was perforce not 
something to rejoice over, except very 
temporarily, since he was not saved to 
a, strong and healthy life. A man was 
saved from an illness that threatened 
to prove fatal and he thanked God: 
furthermore he asked: “Why was I 
saved and to what purpose?” and he 
found his answer in the other preposi- 
tions and dedicated his life to church 
service and civic duty. Heaven joined 
with him in rejoicing over his being 
saved from because he was saved to 
and for. 


George Roberts in The Heart of 
Words; The Macmillan Company. 
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A Generation Playing At Life 


But whereunto shall I liken this genera- 
lion? It is like unto children sitting in 
the market places, who call unto their 
fellows and say, We piped unto you, and 
ye did not dance; we wailed, and ye did 
not mourn. For John came neither eat- 
ing nor drinking, and they say, He hath 
a demon. The Son of man came eating 
and drinking, and they say, Behold, a 
gluttonous man and a winebibber, a 
friend of publicans and sinners! And 
wisdom is justified by her works. 
Matthew 11: 16-19. 


Stars in Their Courses,” reminds us 

that the inhabitants of the earth 
have a piece of good fortune which 
ordinarily they think little about: 
namely, that our earth is surrounded by 
a transparent atmosphere. If, for in- 
stance, he says, we lived on the planet 
Venus or the planet Jupiter we should 
find that the atmosphere is made up of 
such thick clouds that we should know 
nothing of the beauty of the night sky. 
Think what a glorious vision would be 
ours, if, while dwelling on such a planet, 
the clouds should suddenly lift and we 
should be privileged to behold the sun 


Ss J@MES JEANS in his book, “The 


or the panorama of the stars. We live’ 


on this earth ordinarily thinking little 
of another piece of good fortune which 
is ours, that of having a transparent 
spiritual atmosphere. We have become, 
quite accustomed to Jesus and the light 
of hope he sheds on our way. There was 
2 day when he burst suddenly and glori- 
ously upon the vision of men; and hap- 
pily for us the light of his life and doc- 
trine shines with increasing splendor 
upon our path. If we had no other 
proof of his eternal nature, the eternal 
truths he uttered would suffice. We have 
in the scripture before us an example of 
the continual efficacy of the Master’s 
teachings. 
x 


A cursory reading of the text might 
convey the impression that Jesus is 
contradicting his advice that to enter 
the Kingdom of God one must become as 
a little child. Really this is not so. 
Much as Jesus loved children and ex- 
tolled the faith, the purity, the love of 
children, he saw clearly that there are 
certain qualities of childhood which 
must be outgrown. It was childishne 
in adults that our Lord was inveighing 
against. Childish peevishness and ir- 
ritability were the religious vogue in 
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his day. His caustic rebuke was leveled 
primarily perhaps at the Pharisees and 
Scribes, but with equal force at the rank 
and file of the Jewish race who would 
be pleased with neither the life and 
teachings of John the Baptist nor his 
own. Like children in the marketplace 
the people were only playing at the 
realities of life. Not only could they 
not agree upon the sort of religious 
leader they wanted, they were given to 
engaging in empty religious ceremonies 
in which no earnest person could par- 
ticipate seriously. Jesus saw through it 
all. He saw the hollowness, the degra- 
dation, the tragedy of such living. Like 
children playing funeral and then wed- 
ding in the marketplace and calling 
vainly for the interest of passersby, so 
were these people devoid of any show of 
response to John’s ministry and to his. 

Playing at life! 
for an audience, they deafened their 
ears and went on with revelry. If such 
was true of the church and the re- 
ligious leaders of Jesus’ day, what must 
have been the condition outside the Jew- 
ish faith? What of the Roman civiliza- 
tion? Nothing here surely need be said 
to remind the student of history that 
that civilization was playing at life. The 
seeds of death which were to come to 
fruition four centuries later with the 
advent of Alaric and his hordes of Goths 


With Wisdom crying * 


were already being nurtured in the 
Roman body politic. 


II. 


What sort of a picture would we have 
if we could place our civilization under 
a mighty, magic X-ray? We have cb- 
served that we have such a light -in 
Jesus and in this teaching of his. So 
let us proceed with the experiment. Let 
us make as unbiased a study as we can 
of the whole body of our life. 


Ignace Paderewski, the eminent Pol- 
ish pianist and statesman, in an inter- 
view in the New York Times reported by 
S. J. Woolf, uses language similar to 
Jesus’ description of his generation. 
Speaking of our times he declares, 
“Politics, economics, and art have all 
been indulging in an orgy and have 
turned the world into a madhouse.” “In- 
dulging in an orgy’—playing at these 
important forces of life and playing with 
them disastrously. 

The profession of the politician is a 
noble profession and many there be to- 
day who nobly adorn it; but surveying 
the whole field of political operations 
one sees much playing at politics. With- 
in the province of statecraft press for 
solution many  world-old problems 
fraught with issues of weal or woe. 

Take this question of war. At the 
close of the World War some of us were 
visionary enough to believe that men 
had learned the utter folly of war as a 
means of settling governmental or inter- 
governmental difficulties. There was 
good ground for such belief, for the 
representatives of the nations involved 
in that war were taking the lead in 
establishing what they termed “perma- 
nent peace.” But the scene has changed. 
Today heavy armaments burden the 
taxpayers of the nations, a state of war 
actually exists in several parts of the 
world, and there is much loose talk in 
political circles on world conditions 
which are calculated to precipitate fur- 
ther wars. Is it not strange that any- 
body, any reasoning person, should yet 
defend war? The politicians who do 
so are not by themselves. The false 
glamor and the false security of war 
make their appeal to multitudes of citi- 
zens in every walk. There are yet news- 
paper editors who glorify it as one did 
in commenting upon Gandhi’s most re- 
cent fast, saying in substance that one 
military fight for freedom is worth a 
thousand fasts. Such a statement can- 
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not be proved. If it could, there would 
be no justification for making it. Jesus 
certainly believed that the power of the 
spirit is far superior to any use of 
physical force. And still our genera- 
tion harbors within its body as it were 
2 gnawing tumor on the lungs this curse 
of war. 

Closely joined with our playing with 
war is our playing dangerously with race 
relations. The world is witness of a 
spectacle in Germany today that it 
thought it had lived down—exaggerated 
race consciousness that makes for ob- 
noxious nationalism. The truth of the 
matter is that the persecution of the 
Jews under the Hitler government serves 
te bring afresh into the searching light 
of Jesus Christ this whole matter of 
racial antipathies and racial injustices. 
Distressing as are conditions in Ger- 
many, are they not equally distressing 
in all parts of the world? The status of 
the Negro in our midst, whether he live 
in the South, the North, the East, or the 
West; that of the Japanese, the Indian, 
the Italian, the Mexican—here is chal- 
lenge enough for spirits sensitized by the 
spirit of him who abides as the elder 
brother of all men. 

It was my privilege to attend the 
Paine College Jubilee exercises this 
year at Augusta, Georgia. The most 
impressive feature of this celebration of 
the fiftieth anniversary of a college for 
Negroes situated in the heart of the 
South, co-operatively supported by both 
the white and the colored race and co- 
operatively conducted by faculty mem- 
bers of both races, was a re-emphasis 
oi the practicability of such co-opera- 
tion. Distinguished alumni in the per- 
sons of Dr. Channing H. Tobias, Secre- 
tary of the Young Men’s Christian As- 
sociation colored work, and Bishop R. A. 
Carter of the Colored Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, by their presence and 
their messages made eloquent appeal for 
an expansive program of applying Chris- 
tianity to race relations after the 
fashion of Paine College. The timeli- 
ness of their plea is apparent when one 
considers that according to the latest 
available statistics in one section of our 
country, the South, $40.92 per capita is 
expended annually for the public edu- 
cation of white children with but $15.78 
per capita for Negro children. 

Playing at this business of living to- 
gether! Let us intelligently and prayer- 
fully oppose it with tangible affirmation 
of faith in “The Interracial God” as 
depicted by D. G. Bickers: 


“T am not selfish now about the God 
Sea 

I do not want a little God who can 
compress 

His goodness into bounds of just one 
land alone, 

Who has a list preferred when he 
should bless 

His children 
know 


Oh, the God I 
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Is color-blind, if yellow, red or black 

or white 

He never notices the skin— 

His blessings flow 

To give the light 

To every race that stumbles through 

the night 

To reach a remedy for Sin.” 

Our nation has witnessed an orgy of 
playing at politics here of late with re- 
spect to a beneficent reform measure— 
that of the prohibiting of traffic in in- 
toxicating liquors. Legislative bodies, 
political conventions, congressional 
representatives have played dangerously 
with a law which, despite the assaults 
of unprecedented and unprincipled prop- 
aganda, has established itself as the 
superlative moral enactment of history. 
But we cannot place all the blame for 
the present status—the beer orgy and 
the authorization by Congress of a re- 
peal amendment designed not to obtain 
from the people a vote for the best meth- 
od of control of intoxicating liquors but 
a vote for no control—no, for this be- 
trayal of a people’s hopes we cannot 
place all the blame on the small group 
of financially powerful income-tax 
dodgers, nor on the wet press, nor on 
the politicians, nor on the immoral 
moving pictures. Much of it belongs 
there undoubtedly. Since the adoption 
of the Eighteenth Amendment by over- 
whelming majority sentiment and fran- 
chise, there has been playing at tem- 
rerance education and education for 
reverence of the law. But even now this 
fight for a sober and law-abiding na- 
tion is not lost if we who name the 
name of Christ will make no com- 
promise with the liquor monster. 


Back of war, back of race relations, 
back of the liquor question, back of or- 
ganized vice and crime of every sort is 
our playing at the way we make a liv- 
ing. It is all but unbelievable that in 
this period of the world’s history, with 
means for providing all the inhabitants 
of the world with the necessities of life, 
there should be economic disorder of a 
scope unknown before. But such is the 
case. Everybody agrees that our eco- 
nomic orgy should stop, but how to stop 
it seems to remain an unsolved problem 
to the economists. The technicians, al- 
though they have not brought forth the 
solution, have rendered the service of 
proving that mechanical advancement 
has brought the world to the possibility 
of an economic Utopia. It is worth 
much to know this. To those acquainted 
with Jesus it appears with increasing 
clearness that his solution of the eco- 
nomic problem is the only adequate one. 
It is the simple principle that person- 
ality be substituted all along the line as 
the ultimate product of industry and 
economic exchange. One has but to 
visit a department store, a cotton mill, 
a mining camp to discover that this 
dream of Jesus is still too far from real- 
ity. 


Art, too, has indulged in an orgy and 
has had part in turning the world into a 
madhouse. Foremost among the arts 
which have been thus guilty, we must 
place the moving picture industry. In- 
vestigations of this industry just made 
by the Payne Fund show that as now 
conducted it is one of the most baneful 
influences in modern life. Music must 
assume its share of the orgy. So must 
modern painting and sculpture and writ- 
ing. But I am thinking of another art 
painful to mention in this connection. 
It is the art of religion. Have we not 
played at our religion? Coming closer 
home now, must we not confess that 
as Christians we have been simply 
playing at being followers of Christ? 
Yes, there is a vast difference between 
Christianity and popular Christianity. 
Oh, we have attended church school, 
end one worship service a Sunday fairly 
regularly and have paid our assessments 
tc the local budget of the church and 
to the mission cause when sufficiently 
urged by the official board. But in our 
home life, in our business dealings, in 
our recreations, and in our civic re- 
sponsibilities we have been indistinguish- 
able from those who have made no pro- 
fession of Christ. 


III. 


Our civilization subjected to the light 
of Jesus appears woefully maladjusted. 
There are these ruptures and fractures 
which we have examined; and there.are 
others too numerous to mention. At the 
same time we are not as they that have 
no hope. We are witnesses of the valid- 
ity and adequacy of the Christian mes- 
sage for the whole world, which is a 
message of salvation, a message of re- 
pentance and redemption through the 
merits of a crucified Lord, a message of 
the risen life and life eternal. Jesus 
has staked his faith upon us, saying, 
“Wisdom is justified by her works.” The 
only way the world will ever be lifted 
into the fulness of the Christian ideal 
is through our proving that Jesus’ way 
of life and his message are the highest 
wisdom. 


The opening of “A Century of Progress 
Exposition” at Chicago on the evening 
of May 27, 1933, by thousands of electric 
lights which received their initial energy 
by a cosmic touch from the transformed 
light of the star Arcturus, forty light 
years distant from the earth, was in it- 
self symbolic of the material advance- 
ment made by man. This exposition 
will bring to the world a new awareness 
of the triumph of man over things ma- 
terial. It may well serve also to remind 
him that the conquest of the natural 
forces of life is but slight assurance of 
real progress. I once heard the re- 
owned scientist, Dr. J. Arthur Thomson, 
Geclare in a series of lectures on Science 
and Religion, at the Union Theological 


(Now turn to page 21) 
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Mount Hermon Chapel Trans- 
formed 


drove friends from Northfield 

through the grounds of his Mount 
Hermon School, then less than 20 years 
old, he used to point to a rocky knob of 
high ground in the middle of the campus 
and tell the visitors that that was Temp- 
tation Hill, hoping some one would 
yield to the temptation to build there a 
chapel for Mount Hermon. 

In 1899 the chapel was built, given 
by British and American friends in 
honor of Mr. Moody’s 60th birthday. 
Before the year was over, before the 
building was in regular use, the founder 
of the School had passed on. For thirty 
years the chapel served successive gen- 
erations of Mount Hermon men, yet its 
interior arrangement, as illustrated in 
the accompanying photograph, proved 
something of a disappointment. Then in 
1930 the generosity of one old Hermon 
man and the genius of another made 
possible the transformation to which 
this recent picture bears more eloquent 
witness than words. 


The funds for this work, about $80,000, 
were the gift of Wilfred W. Fry, Mount 
Hermon, 1896, now President of the 
Board of Trustees of The Northfield 
School. Mr. Fry is President of the 
N. W. Ayer & Son, Inc., a Trustee of 
Brown and Colgate Universities, Colgate- 
Rochester Divinity School, and member 
of the National Council of the Y. M. 


Pavve years ago as D. L. Moody 








C. A. In his address at the Re-Dedi- 
cation of the new chapel interior on 
May 31, 1931, Mr. Fry said: 

“It has been the desire to achieve in 
the rebuilding of this chapel an atmos- 
phere of dignity, simplicity and charm, 
which while gathering up and preserving 
for student generations to come the 
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holy memories and great traditions 
which have centered and must ever 
center here, shall also enrich and en- 
noble all of these and make this place 
indeed a sanctuary for every Mount 
Hermon boy. For the measure in which 
this has been accomplished we are in- 
debted to two men—Henry Franklin 
Cutler, the spiritual as well as the 
titular head of the School, whose vision 
this day becomes a reality, and Ralph 
Harrington Doane of Boston, almunus 
of Mount Hermon, distinguished archi- 
tect, true craftsman, for the manner in 
which he caught Doctor Cutler’s vision 
and has taken the fixed limitations of 
this building and molded them by his 





The Chapel Built in 1899 


The Reconstructed Chapel 


understanding of proportion, line and 
balance, and of ecclesiastical and aca- 
demic architecture, into this delightful 
result. 

“In any successful building the final 
result is achieved only by studying many 
plans, discarding some and accepting 
others; and so it has been with this 
undertaking. The arrangement of the 
chancel with pulpit, lecturn and choir 
rather than the form to which many of 
us are more accustomed has been chosen 
not merely because it helps to solve a 
perplexing architectural problem, but 
rather because it was the form used in 
the earliest Christian churches, a form 
which more than any other has stood 
the test of centuries as embodying the 
spirit, atmosphere and purpose of wor- 
ship here sought”. 

The architectural problem, 
which Mr. Doane had been confronted, 
The width 


with 


appeared almost insolvable. 
of the chapel is extreme; 
feet in width, as wide, in fact, as certain 
full cathedral In spite of this 
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types. 











it is comparatively short. As Mr. Doane 
wrote later: “A design was sought which 
would at once rectify the mal-propor- 
tions of the existing structure, create a 
religious atmosphere, and function in a 
practical way for the varying uses of the 
school. 


“The extreme height of the present 
windows, the extreme breadth of the 
main body of the church, its relatively 
short length, and the octagonal western 
end, forced the conclusion that it was 
necessary to introduce a row of Gothic 
columns, arches and tracery down each 
side of the interior, set out from the 
side walls, creating a central audience 
space having a reasonable ratio of width 
and length, and side aisles between the 
new columns and the existing exterior 
wall, forming a very satisfactory means 
of circulation. 


“As the western end of the chapel 
now narrows into octagonal shape, it 
limits the length of the audience space 
and surrounds an area which is most 
economically disposed of for the use of 
the minister and choir and for the 
vestry and organ.” 


Those who knew the old interior can 
hardly believe possible the transforma- 
tion that was accomplished, without 
alteration or change of walls, roof or 
windows. In every physical way it was 
successful. Yet the purpose was not to 
make a thing of beauty but primarily 
a place of worship. It was as such a 
place that the student body accepted it. 
One of the boys, in an editorial in the 
Hermonite—the school paper—expressed 
what has become the general opinion 
of the school. 


“A dream has been realized! Mount 
Hermon has a chapel which ranks un- 
questionably with the most beautiful of 
its kind in any American preparatory 
school. But no matter how attractive 
it may appear to the eye, our new chapel 
can be of no real consequence unless 
we as students enter into the spirit of 


which it is symbolic. In an auditorium 


such as Camp Hill it is naturally diffi- 
cult to realize that in it we ought to be 
reverent and attentive to what the 
speaker of the day has to tell us. On 
some occasions the hall is a theatre, and 
at other times a lecture hall; we have 
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Northfield Conferences Conchadled 


By A. P. Fitt 


charmed and rested by the land- 

scape. The Connecticut River 

valley at Northfield, which runs 
north and south, widens several miles 
across from hills to hills——that is why 
the original explorers three hundred 
years ago, and the Indians before them, 
chose the Northfield area for settlement. 
River and forest feast the eye and mind, 
while comfortable village homes and 
prosperous village farms suggest the 
well-being of the people. The Rev. 
Adam W. Burnet, of Glasgow, who has 
been on his third visit as a leading 
speaker, spent four weeks in Northfield. 
He knows no place, he said, that offers 
such restful opportunity for physical re- 
freshing and study amidst beautiful sur- 
roundings and outlook. 


But though there is a growing colony 
of summer residents at Northfield who 
have built homes under the stately elms 
of Main Street or on the wooded slopes 
of the hills and the highlands, the thou- 
sands who converge on this New Eng- 
land village every summer are attracted 
chiefly by the famous religious confer- 
ences. Young and old come for Bible 
study, and for religious education, to 
learn improved methods of service and 
helpfulness in home and foreign fields: 
above all, for personal inspiration and 
spiritual direction. 


* * * 


The 53rd season, just ended, has been 
in the continuous Northfield tradition. 
The cycle of conferences presents a 
rounded program intended to stimulate 
and educate persons of all ages. It be- 
gan with a Girls’ Conference in June, 
when 400 or more young women from 
preparatory schools were here for ten 
days. Next came a women’s missionary 
conference with both home and foreign 
outlook, the delegates coming mostly 
from churches throughout New England. 
The State Conference of Religious Ed- 
ucation followed, its 30th annual session. 
This conference is in fact a summer 
school with serious class work predom- 
inating, followed by examinations and 
the granting of diplomas upon the com- 
pletion of courses extending over two 
or three summers. The General Con- 


A SUMMER visitor to Northfield is 


learned to consider it merely a meeting- 
place. In the new chapel, however, 
there is no reason why we should not be 
of another mind. This building is to be 
dedicated to the worship of God, and in 
it we should worship with a spirit of 
reverence and consecration.” 


ference of Christian Workers was held 
during the first half of August, and was 
followed by the State Christian Endeav- 
or Conference, which brought together 
over 500 young people for eight days of 
worship, study, and recreation. 


Evangelical believers of all denomina- 
tions find Northfield a friendly place 
during a conference. The stamp of 
Christian unity that D. L. Moody set 
upon the first gathering for Bible study 
and Christian fellowship in his home 
town back in 1881, remains. There is 
nothing to emphasize the connection of 
speakers or delegates. Denominational- 
ism is lost in a fine unity centered in 
Jesus Christ. Yet a survey of confer- 
ence officers and preachers and teachers 
during the past season reveals the co- 
operation of Methodists and Presby- 
terians, Baptists and Congregationalists, 
Protestant Episcopal and Reformed 
Church people, Lutherans and Disciples, 
Universalists and Friends, and other 
evangelicals. Courses were taught by 
professors from Oberlin and Drew, An- 
dover-Newton and Princeton, the Bibli- 
cal Seminary and Union. The delegates 
and others attending the several gather- 
ings reveal a cross-section of all the 
churches. 


* * * 


* Best known of the foregoing is the 
General Conference. This is the suc- 
cessor of the original Bible conference 
of 1881. Until his death in 1899 D. L. 
Moody himself was the executive and 
spiritual dynamic that made this con- 
ference the model and the parent of 
numerous conferences throughout Amer- 
ica and in other lands. There are 
“Northfields” in all the continents. 


W. R. Moody planned an unusually 
strong corps of leaders for this year. 
Bible courses were given by Dr. James 
Moffatt of New York on certain Psalms, 
and by Dr. J. Stuart Holden of London 
on parables of the Old Testament and 
other Scriptures. Two hours every fore- 
noon were devoted to ministers’ meet- 
ings, with appropriate themes under con- 
sideration. Dr. William S. Mitchell of 
Malden, Massachusetts, fired his hearers 
with addresses on Jesus’ Methods of 
Soul-Winning, Evangelism and Today, 
Evangelism That Is Never Out of Date. 
Among other preachers were Dr. Charles 
R. Erdman, of Princeton, Dr. John A. 
Hutton, editor of the British Weekly, 
London, and Rev. Adam W. Burnet, of 
Glasgow. Outdoor vesper gatherings on 
Round Top, a spot that has witnessed 
the consecration of unnumbered lives to 
Christ and to Christian service in by- 
gone years, were devoted to stories of 
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missionary and social activities of va- 


rious kinds. 
* x a 


When the summer conferences are 
over Northfield assumes an educational 
character. Here are the two schools 
founded by D. L. Moody,—Northfield 
Seminary for young women and Mount 
Hermon School for young men of pre- 
college age. Each enrolls 500 or more 
students every year. They come from 
all parts of America, and from several 
foreign lands. In both schools these 
young people receive a thorough aca- 
demic training, together with a. certain 
amount of experience in daily house- 
hold work in the buildings and on the 
farm at Hermon: which helps to keep 
down expenses, and so reduce the cost 
of students’ fees. They are given a 
Christian outlook on life. A hundred 
were graduated from each school last 
June. D. L. Moody once said, thinking 
of the students of his schools, “When I 
am gone I shall leave some grand men 
and women behind.” His confidence has 
been realized. Many graduates of the 
past 50 years have risen to positions of 
usefulness and eminence in the life of 
the nation, in the various professions 
and industries and other avocations, as 
well as in Christian service in other 
lands. 


The conferences and the schools are 
often regarded as D. L. Moody’s monu- 
ment. They are what continue his in- 
fluence and make Northfield a center 
of Christian inspiration that reaches to 
the ends of the earth. 


A Generation Playing at Life 
(Continued from page 18) 


Seminary, New York, that until man has 
made more advancement in things of 
the spirit, it is fearful to contemplate 
his making further achievement in the 
realm of the physical. 


Indeed, are not implements of in- 
creased power in the hands of ungov- 
erned spirits like dynamite in the hands 
of a playing child? The world languishes 
for the wisdom of Jesus Christ. It needs 
to re-think Christ, or, perhaps better, it 
needs to think Christ. If the wisdom 
which shines in him is to justify itself, 
it remains for his followers to bring the 
cosmic touch to a weary, groping world. 
We must catch up in our lives his divine 
light streaming across the centuries and 
transform it into energies which flood 
the world with health and healing, con- 
fident that, 


“Suddenly one day 

The last ill shall fall away. 

The last little beastliness that is in 
our blood 

Shall drop from us as the sheath 
drops from the bud, 

And the great spirit of man shall 
struggle through 

And spread huge branches under- 
neath the blue. 

In any mirror, be it bright or dim, 

Man will see God staring back at 
him.’’* 





*Found in the pocket of Captain T. P. C. 
Wilson, killed in action in the World War, pub- 
lished in the Westminster Gazette. 


21 


The Coming Spiritual Awakening 
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Wilt thou not revive us again? Psalm 


86: 5. 


HE Psalmist, in our text, gives ut- 

terance to a cry that comes ring- 

ing down the corridors of time, 
ever and anon bursting forth with re- 
newed emphasis. Especially in times of 
crisis, such as Israel often faced, and 
such as we are now facing, comes the 
petition, “Wilt thou not revive us 
again?” It is not difficult to understand 
why this should be so. In times of de- 
feat and depression men lose confidence 
in their human leaders and feel that 
their only hope for victory lies in help 
from above. Our own times are such 
as to give rise to this longing for a 
spiritual awakening. With but little or 
no increase in church membership dur- 
ing the last decade, with falling mis- 
sionary income, with the triumphant 
advance of secularism, with staggering 
social problems facing us it is no won- 
der that we feel the need of a period of 
spiritual awakening. 


There are some who do not stop with 
a petition for a religious revival, but 
who state emphatically that it is just 
around the corner. They are referring, 
not to any usual religious progress, but 
te a nation-wide movement such as has 
shaken this country two or three times 
during its history. While some of us 
are not so confident regarding the 
proximity of such a spiritual awaken- 
ing, all of us are conscious of the need 
of some sort of spiritual regeneration of 
modern life upon a large scale. Or it 
may be that while we have felt deeply 


W. Black 


about such an event, we have not 
thought seriously about it. This lack of 
thought upon the subject is especially 
noticeable in the utterances of some of 
those who most vehemently assert that 
the coming great revival is just around 
the corner. May we not do some serious 
thinking together upon this very vital 
theme? 


There are several errors in our think- 
ing and practice in relation to this sub- 
ject that become evident after a very 
little serious consideration. Most of 
those who are talking about a coming 
awakening seem to expect it to come in 
the same way that it has in the past. 
This is not an unnatural error. Even 
the apostles themselves were not above 
such faulty reasoning when after the 
crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus 
they said to him, “Wilt thou at this time 
restore the kingdom of Israel?” show- 
ing that after all the wonders they had 
beheld they were still thinking in terms 
of a nationalistic Messiah. In a like 
manner many Christians today are 
thinking of religious problems and their 
solutions almost completely in the terms 
cf past events. 


A little analysis shows the fallacy of 
this reasoning. If the coming revival 
is to be like a past one, like which one 
shall it be? For even a little bit of 
study and critical thinking reveal that 
our past great revivals have varied 
greatly in method and message. The 
first general awakening in America in 
the days of Jonathan Edwards took the 
form of revivals in the various indi- 
vidual churches and was directed against 
the indifference which saturated the 
people. The Great Awakening that 
swept over the frontier was character- 
ized by the camp meeting, because the 
sparsely populated condition made that 
method essential, and was concerned 
primarily with the crude sins of the 
pioneer. Then another period of great 
religious interest in the latter part of 
the nineteenth century resulted in the 
various youth movements in the church, 
and heightened missionary endeavor. 
So if the coming awakening is to be like 
2 past one, which one shall it imitate? 
The answer is that just as these pre- 
vious awakenings differed from one an- 
cther so greatly, so will any future re- 
vival be different from any of the past 
ones. For these former awakenings 
were concerned with the problems of 
their day and took their respective forms 
in an effort to solve those problems. So 
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it must be today and in the future. 
Any movement that does not take into 
account the pressing and peculiar prob- 
lems of our times will never assume suf- 
ficient proportions to be recognized as 
a great awakening. Therefore we can 
reasonably expect that our coming spirit- 
ual awakening, when and if it comes, 
to be vastly different from any of the 
great religious movements that have 
stirred our nation in the past. 


We are talking about a coming revival 
of religion but most of us are doing lit- 
tle or nothing to bring it to pass. We 
are too busy with other things. While 
it is true that a few prophets and 
pioneers are moving in that direction, 
the great majority of Christians are 
neither awake to the great needs of the 
world, nor doing anything to meet those 
needs. 

It seems that many Christians are 
holding back the arrival of the spiritual 
awakening we need by their insistence 
upon the old-time simple gospel. Mod- 
ern life today is far from simple. Our 
social organization is much more com- 
plex than it has ever been before. The 
problems we face are not simple prob- 
lems. They are so great and so complex 
that our best minds admit their own 
perplexity in attempting to find solu- 
tions for these pressing questions. Think 
not that these complex situations are 
going to be solved by a message for- 
mulated to meet the needs of a simple 
society. The gospel message must be 
re-thought and re-stated in order ade- 
quately to meet the problems of modern 
life. 

But in the face of this need for re- 
statement of the Christian message and 
a new approach to social problems many 
Christians are using the greater part of 
their energy trying to defend their an- 
tiquated statement of the gospel. Evi- 
dence of this tendency is demonstrated 
in the attitude that many church leaders 
have taken in opposition to the Lay- 
men’s Missionary Report. It seems to 
be today as it was in the days of Jesus, 
when those who prided themselves upon 
their orthodoxy worshipped dead proph- 
ets and crucified living ones. Can a 
great spiritual awakening come to Amer- 
ica while a great mass of the Christians 
devote themselves to denouncing the 
modern prophets of God who might be 
the instruments for bringing to pass the 
needed revival? 

2s * 

May I be permitted to assume the 
role of a prognosticator and predict 
some of the characteristics of the needed 
spiritual awakening? In doing this I 


do not claim any special insight or wis- 
dom. But if these great revivals of the 
past have had their form largely deter- 
mined by the existing needs and condi- 
tions, then we may assume the same to 
be true in the future, admitting, of 
course, that our predictions may be 
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wrong. Thinking of this theme in re- 
lation to contemporary life several 
thoughts are impressed upon us. 


First, this awakening, if it comes, will 
be intellectually respectable. America 
is coming of age intellectually. Con- 
sequently the crudities of religious 
method and belief which in a former 
day met with astounding suécess will 
no longer produce results except among 
a very limited group. A practical and 
scientific generation cannot be won by 
a religious movement characterized by 
an untenable theology or an antiquated 
method of meeting the needs of indi- 
viduals and society. It is difficult to 
imagine how a movement that asks men 
te leave their heads outside could be- 
come popular in this day. 


Then, of equal or greater importance, 
any coming revival of great proportions 
must apply itself largely to social situa- 
tions. Our great awakenings of the 
rast have been concerned almost en- 
tirely with the salvation of individuals. 
That type of religious movement was 
natural and adequate in a former day. 
Life was very simple, the complex social 
relationships which we know today did 
not exist and if a man got right with 
God and a few neighbors his problems 
were solved and salvation was his. But 
can we say that religion is such a sim- 
ple matter today? Getting right with God 
is not so simple a process as it once was. 
Jesus inferred that we approach God 
through man, saying in effect, “If your 
brother has anything against you, leave 
your offering at the altar and go and 
be reconciled with your brother and 
then return and render your offering 
to God.” In these days of intricate so- 
cial relationships it is not so easy to 
say that our brother has nothing against 
us. 


A ministerial friend of mine vouches 
for this story which illustrates the way 
in which many of us who are Christian 
in some aspects of life are not one hun- 
dred per cent Christian in our social 
and economic connections. A layman 
who stands high in the councils of his 
denomination was also a_ prominent 
member of the Chamber of Commerce 
of his city. The committee on new in- 
dustries, of which this brother was a 
member, was to meet on a Wednesday 
night, but because this churchman in- 
sisted that he always attended prayer 
meeting on that evening the meeting of 
the committee was held early. During 
the course of the business this loyal 
church member said that the wage 
scale of their city must be forced down 
so new industries would come there. 
Then he went to prayer meeting. 


There are others of us, stockholders 
in businesses that exploit child labor or 
exercise unfair competition, advocates 
through our indifference or otherwise of 
imperialism or an un-Christian military 


system, or of some other un-Christian 
action of a social group, whose con- 
sciences are not sensitive to these things 
as sin. Indeed we do need a spiritual 
awakening to arouse us to a true esti- 
mate of the values in life, and to shock 
us into the realization that whatever 
violates human personality, whether it 
be the work of an individual or of a 
group or nation, is sin, and that all who 
support, approve, or condone that action 
are sinners. I doubt if any of us in this 
generation can save our own souls if we 
are indifferent to social situations that 
keep other human beings from their 
physical, mental and spiritual rights. 
Any religious movement which does not 
convict sinners of their violation of the 
social gospel is not the great spiritual 
ewakening we need, but instead is an 
enemy to our spiritual progress in that 
individualistic religion makes people feel 
self-righteous while blinded to their so- 
cial obligations. 


Finally, this spiritual awakening will 
come, if it comes, as the result of sacri- 
fice. No Christian advance, from the 
time of Jesus till the present day, has 
come without great sacrifice on the part 
of some. Being a Christian is so easy 
today. But being Christian is not so 
easy. And until we really try to be 
Christian we need expect no great en- 
duement of power. There are and will 
be plenty of opportunities for heroism 
and sacrifice for those who will oppose 
un-Christian institutions. Think not 
that organized greed, corrupt politics, 
selfish nationalism, heartless militarism 
and their like will be overcome without 
wreaking their vengeance upon their 
opponents. The days for Christian 
heroism need not be past. We can right- 
fully expect the power of God to sweep 
over us in a mighty awakening only as 
we live our prayer, “Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as in heaven.” 


* * ae 


Being the anticipators of such a re- 
vival as this is no easy task. Indeed it 
is one of such magnitude that we some- 
times wonder whether we as individuals 
can do anything about making our 
dream become a reality. But though 
the task be great we can keep ourselves 
alive to the needs of all humanity. We 
can recognize all men as brothers. We 
can be crusaders in our small way for 
the application of the gospel of Jesus to 
all the realms and aspects of life. If we 
would be pathfinders of this needed 
awakening we must place the emphasis 
as Jesus did, not only upon the salva- 
tion of individuals, but also upon build- 
ing the Kingdom of God on earth as it 
is in heaven. 

The circumstances of the world are so 
variable that an irrevocable resolution 
is almost a synonymous term for a fool- 
ish one.—W. H. Seward. 


I al 
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The Kingdom Of The Christ 


By S. R. Bratcher 


I alone saw the vision. Daniel 10: 7. 


lonian name was Balteshazzar. He 

was the fourth of Israel’s “Greater 
Prophets”, and like the mystic Mel- 
chizedek he suddenly appears upon the 
checkered stage cf Hebrew history. And 
this particular record is of peculiar in- 
terest, since it was the last and the 
best of his many great visions. 

While lounging upon the palm-studded 
bank of the “Great River” watching her 
silent sweep to the sea, Daniel was in- 
stantly filled with the grandeur and the 
glory of a Kingdom that shall never end. 
One by one, each in its down day and 
way, he saw rival kingdoms rise and fall 
in the ceaseless tides of Time. Through 
the centuries he saw the huge hand of 
Destiny constantly moving the nations 
here and there like pawns upon the 
mighty chessboard of the world. 

Daniel was alone in his vision only. 
Others were there, but their eyes were 
holden. They saw the sullen Tigris 
dappled with commerce and her banks 
adorned with stately palms, but they 
saw not the vision. They saw the wide 
inundated plains stretching westward 
toward the “holy city”, they saw old 
Babylon crimson with crime and hope- 
lessly bent with pagan infirmities, they 
saw shrines to lifeless gods of gold and 
brass and iron,—they saw all of this, but 
nothing more, for their eyes were 
holden. 

To see visions one must be “in the 
spirit”’. Daniel alone saw the vision, 
because Daniel alone was in the spirit, 
he alone was prepared to see. For days 
he was so absorbed that he could neither 
eat nor sleep. His body, mind, and soul 
were a trinity of purpose. The mystery 
of such a state is beyond human pene- 
tration, it is simply inexplicable. Some 
psychologists are bold enough to phrase 
it the “Divine Sublimation”. The late 
Dr. James called it the “glow” of per- 
sonality. Regardless of what it is, it is, 
and this discource concerns the few who 
paid the price to possess it. 

While God has never been without a 
servant, He has often been without a 
seer. For there were seasons when 
“there was no open vision.” Abel 
sacrificed his best and the Lord was 
pleased with his offering, Enoch walked 
with God and was not disappointed at 
the end of the walk, Noah was obedient 
and perfect throughout his generations, 
Abraham followed the Gleam not know- 
ing whither he went, but ever seeking a 


Toni spake Daniel whose Baby- 
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city he failed to find. Likewise Isaac 
and Jacob and others of the patriarchs 
wandered through life with their eyes 
riveted to the earth and saw not the 
vision. 

Moses was the first great prophet, the 
first of Holy Writ to really see. His long 
eventful life was a series of concentric 
visions each larger than the last. Stand- 
ing before the blazing bush at Horeb’s 
feet he visualized a race of ignorant 
slaves slowly transplated in a new land 
and slowly transformed into a nation 
of princes after the order of David and 
Daniel. His wife and his sons were 
there-about, but they saw nothing, noth- 
ing save scattered herds of sheep and 
goats grazing in the oasis! Also his 
own brother and sister preferring the 
deep shadows of the valley to the crisp 
sunlight of the mountain saw not the 
vision. 

Moses alone saw the vision, “for the 
Lord spake unto him face to face as one 
friend speaketh to another.” And no 
man can dwell in the secret of His pres- 
ence and not feel the glow of sublimity. 
In fact, his Sinai retreats became so 
frequent and his tarryings so long that 
the glow did not fade in the mean- 
time. For “it came to pass that when 
Moses came down from Sinai with the 
two tables of testimony that his face 
shone ... and when the people saw the 
brightness of his face they were afraid.” 
Afraid of a transfigured face! 


After Moses’ mighty intercession, after 
God had refused them His presence and 
had removed the tabernacle from their 
camp, Moses prayed, “Lord, if I have 
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found favor in Thy sight, show me now 
Thy way, that I may know Thee.” Then 
came the promise, “My presence shall 
go with thee.” And when the conver- 
sation had burned into the white-heat 
of confidence and assurance, Moses 
prayed again, “Lord, I beseech Thee, 
show me Thy glory.” Whereupon God 
rent the veils revealing in one vast 
panorama the everlasting Kingdom of 
His own dear Son. 

When Isaiah saw the Lord high and 
lifted up, and heard the seraphim sing 
“Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God of 
hosts,” he also saw himself—unclean 
and undone—mirrored in this supernal 
glory. “Woe am I!” he exclaimed, “for 
mine eyes have seen the King.” Others 
were in the temple, but Isaiah alone saw 
the glory of the Lord. He alone saw 
himself and his people, he alone felt the 
cleansing fire from the altar, he alone 
heard the call “Whom shall I send?” 
and he alone answered “Here am I, 
send me.” Not that God is partial; His 
promise belongs to all who pay the 
price: “Thine eyes shall see the King in 
his beauty; they shall behold the land 
that is very far off,” saith the Lord of 
hosts. 

Isaiah saw the King come into his 
Kingdom seven centuries before the 
angels announced His birth in Beth- 
lehem, seven centuries before the wise 
men of the east inquired at Jerusalem, 
“Where is He who is born King of the 
Jews?” The accuracy of these visions 
is the strongest proof of prophetic in- 
spiration upon record. Scholars declare 
these delineations perfect. “The eyes of 
the blind shall be opened, and the ears 
of the deaf unstopt; then shall the lame 
leap as a deer, and the tongue of the 
dumb shall sing; springs shall gush 
forth in the wilderness, and streams 
shall water the deserts.” All of which 
had a double significance. 

Isaiah had eyes to see. His appercep- 
tion was clear and far distant. Beyond 
the pile of centuries, he alone saw the 
Kingdom of the Christ in its fulness, in 
its ideal perfection. Then “shall the 
government be upon His shoulders, and 
His name shall be called Wonderful, 
Counsellor, the Mighty God, the Ever- 
lasting Father, the Prince of Peace. Of 
the increase of His government and 
peace there shall be no end... . And 
He shall judge among the nations, and 
they shall beat their swords into plow- 
shares, and their spears into pruning- 
hooks; nation shall not lift up sword 
against nation, neither shall they learn 
war any more.” And should we be dis- 
mayed and hysterically alarmed because 
His Kingdom has not yet come in its 
fulness, when only twenty centuries 
have passed? 

Perhaps there was once a place for a 
sane pessimism even amongst the 
rrophets. Jeremiah and Ezekiel thought 
so; likewise Amos, Hosea, Malachi, and 
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others. Pessimism like optimism is a 
state of mind—both are products of 
mental cultivation, and either the joy or 
the sorrow of living largely depends up- 
on these two diametric moods. There 
was a time when the Church conscien- 
tiously believed that joy is a sure sign of 
cepravity and sadness a peculiar mark 
of holiness. Thank God for a day that 
is almost gone. Pessimism no more re- 
flects piety than optimism reflects in- 
sanity. What is the abundant life but 
the Kingdom of Christ which is “right- 
eousness and peace and joy in the Holy 
Spirit’’? 

Has pessimism a definite place in the 
ministry of our Lord today? Has it? 
Search the records and see. “Be of good 
cheer for I have overcome the world” is 
the triumphant song of the overcomers. 
In De Mille’s The Sign of the Cross the 
Spirit of Christ pervades the picture 
like a great silence. Noiselessly and 
cheerfully His disciples go about the 
city doing good. But since they cannot 
conceal the ever conspicuous glow upon 
their faces they are shining marks for 
Nero’s brutal henchmen who ruthlessly 
hurl them into prison. But with incom- 
parable faith they courageously file out 
of these dark dungeons into the ghastly 
arena rejoicing to die for their Lord and 
King. And their exemplary loyalty 
speaks to us, saying, “God hath not 
given us the spirit of fear; but the 
spirit of power, and of love, and of 
knowledge. Therefore, be not ashamed 
to declare the testimony of our Lord.” 

Just what worthwhile things did the 
prophets see? Visions vary in value 
with the personality of the prophet. 
Jeremiah saw nothing but wickedness in 
nigh places; he could never quite see the 
sapphired sky through the rifted clouds. 
Nobody knows what Ezekiel saw in his 
maze of mystic wheels; for the most 
part his visions were vague and mean- 
ingless. Amos and his contemporaries 
were heralds of divine wrath, voices of 
impending doom against the sins of 
idolatry and social injustice. They were 
faithful watchmen upon the wall, warn- 
ing friends within against foes without. 
They were too busy with the immediate 
bad to behold the distant good. None of 
them seemed to believe that while 
“weeping may endure for a night, joy 
cometh in the morning’—none but 
Isaiah who alone saw the vision. 

Judah was never worse than during 
the reign of Ahaz, the apostate king. For 
sixteen years the whole nation slowly 
crystallized into a crude and vicious 
idolatry. Jerusalem was scarlet with 
shameless sins and Isaiah knew it and 
constantly hurled his stinging anathemas 
against them. But he was too wise to 
let the gloom of the dusk veil the glory 
of the dawn. The old prophet’s house 
stood in the midst of the city’s turmoil, 
but his home was far above her 
¢bominations in an environment of 
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dreams and aspirations. And while he 
was painfully conscious of the over- 
whelming wickedness about him, he was 
also hopefully conscious of the elect, 
the remnant of the righteous, the faith- 
ful few who must against all odds carry 
on—and these, he endeavored to com- 
fort with his immortal visions of the 
coming Messiah. 

The mighty mission of the Church is 
to declare the “good tidings of great 
joy unto all people” and to transform 
them through the omnipotent Spirit of 
Christ. This mystic power is the process 
of “overcoming evil with good.” Form- 
erly a preacher’s knowledge and exposi- 
tion of the “sinfulness of sin” was the 
supreme test of his preaching. Hell- 
fire was as much a part of the service as 
prayer. A sermon of 35,000 words on 
A Sinner in the Hands of an Angry God 
may have been profitable in Edwards’ 
day, but would it be now? Certainly sin 
abounds, but does not the grace of God 
much more abound? The closing of 
Paul’s Philippian letter is like the climax 
of a great oratorio: “Finally, brethren, 
whatsoever things are true, whatsoever 
things are honest, whatsoever things 
are of good report; if there be any vir- 
tue, and if there be any praise, think 
on these things.” And preach on them 
too! 

What think ye of these caustic criti- 
cisms from modern brain-shops? “The 
Church has lost its objective, its per- 
spective, its power; the pulpit like the 
press, the screen, and the radio is but a 
clearing-house for cheap sensationalism; 
ministers as a whole are whimsical and 
weak and lacking in spiritual vision; 
they twiddle irrelevant and miscel- 
laneous issues instead of inspiring hope 
and courage in a crisis.” Are these 
grave indictments true? Every man 
concerned is of course, privileged to an- 
swer for himself. Whether these ac- 
cusations be true or false, they are 
searching, and so personal as to con- 
stantly provoke the subconscious query 
“Lord, is it I?” This much is certain: 
there is today a world wide famine of 
sane, intrepid leaders like Moses and 
Isaiah, men of vision who can see clear- 
ly across petty temporal depressions into 
the glorious Kingdom of the glorified 
Christ. 

“T alone saw the vision!” Blessed is 
the man who is privileged to see a vision. 
Simon Peter was sand a long time be- 
fore he began to crystallize into stone. 
When he ascended the housetop at 
Joppa for his regular midday prayer, he 
was simply a common provincialist— 
nearsighted and selfish, but when he de- 
scended three hours later he was a far- 
sighted citizen of the world! The Holy 
Spirit immediately introduced him to 
three Gentile pilgrims who were seeking 
the Way, the Truth, and the Life. In 
the interim of that prayer God had 
wrought a miracle, and for the first time 


this rugged fisherman beheld the uni- 
versal Kingdom of the eternal Christ. 
“Of a truth I now perceive that God is 
impartial to persons, but in every nation 
whoever loveth Him and worketh right- 
eousness is an acceptable citizen.” 
Think of Paul’s varied and incompar- 
able career. Upon his memorable march 
te Damascus armed with the instru- 
ments of death, he was the bold em- 
bodiment of the intolerable Pharisee. 
While he yet possessed the sterling at- 
tributes of courage, determination, and 
intellect, his raind was securely im- 
prisoned in the dark inner cells of Tra- 
dition. Saul of Tarsus lacked spiritual dis- 
cernment—vision, that significant proper- 
ty of human life without which no mortal 
can ever be eminently great. But for- 
tunately for the whole world and for all 
time, Paul was suddenly swept “from the 
lowly earth to the vaulted sky,” was sud- 
denly changed from a common persecu- 
tor to an uncommon preacher of the 
unsearchable riches of “righteousness 
and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.” 
But Paul alone saw the “Face in the 
dazzling flame,’ he alone understood 
the Voice. Others were with him in the 
way, but their eyes were holden and 
their ears were dull. “As Paul journeyed 
near Damascus, suddenly there shone 
around about him a light from heaven. 
. . And the men who journeyed with 
him stood speechless, hearing a sound 
but seeing no man.” This was the first 
of a series of ever expanding visions. 
Here Isaiah’s mantle began to fall upon 
the “Hebrew of the Hebrews,” here he 
beheld the Christ of the Jews only, later 
in the Temple he saw the Christ of the 
Jews and the proselytes, but not until 
the Man of Macedonia stood before him 
in anxious intercession did he get a 
world wide vision of the endless King- 
dom of his Lord. “Whereupon, O king 
Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the 
heavenly vision. But showed first unto 
them of Damascus, and at Jerusalem 
. and then to the Gentiles.” 


Paul was a mystic. From the Damascus 
vision until his martyrdom, he lived in 
the ever invisible world of Faith. His 
Epistles adequately interpret the mind 
of Christ. He encouraged the Cor- 
inthians with “we walk by faith;” he 
admonished the Thessalonians to “put 
on the breastplate of faith’; he wrote 
the Romans that “being justified by 
faith we have peace through our Lord 
Jesus Christ”; his prayer for the 
Ephesians was that “Christ may dwell 
in your hearts by faith”; while he de- 
clared unto the Galatians “I live by 
faith in the Son of God.” But the great- 
est of all his faith-phrases is found in 
his last message to Timothy: “I have 
fought a good fight, I have run my race, 
I have kept the faith; therefore a crown 
of life awaits me” in the endless King- 
dom of the eternal Christ. 
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Our Unpossessed Possessions 


By William Paul Reagor 


And the king of Israel said unto his 
servants, Know ye that Ramoth-gilead is 
ours, and we are still, and take it not out 
of the hands of the king of Syria? I 
Kings 22: 3. 

I am come that ye might have life and 
have it more abundantly. John 10: 10. 
That ye might be filled with all the full- 
ness of God. Eph. 3: 19. 


tant fortified post on the east 

side of the Jordan. It had been 
captured by the Syrians. They had 
bound themselves to restore it, among 
other conquests, by a subsequent treaty. 
The promise had not been kept, and 
the Northern kingdom had not been 
strong enough to enforce it. Ultimately, 
however, they had formed an alliance 
with Judah which secured them from 
attack from that quarter. When they 
were thus safely secured on their South- 
ern frontier Ahab sought to arouse his 
people. He urged the servants of Jehovah 
to no longer sit still but to make a dash 
for the captured outpost. In reality it 
belonged to them. They had a prior 
claim upon it, and likewise had it not 
been ceded back to them by treaty with 
the Syrians? It was theirs, and yet it 
was not theirs. They had had neither 
the strength nor the will to take it. Thus 
they had failed to possess their rightful 
possessions. 

Such a story is not without its moral 
and spiritual counterpart. Every Chris- 
tian has lying beyond the borders of his 
life, large tracts of unpossessed posses- 
sions. The outer fringes of our lives, for 
most of us, could be made the most 
fruitful and blessed of all of our experi- 
ence. Such possessions are ours, and yet 
we have forgotten, neglected, or been 
blind to them. We have been preoccu- 
pied with the immediate and the ma- 
terial. We have failed to move out be- 
yond a small circle and a narrow strip 
of life. Thus multitudes of people 
now find themselves spiritually poverty- 
stricken and morally without adequate 
resources. 

However, there are limitations to our 
theme. Some time ago two of the min- 
isters of this city were invited to speak 
to a large group of unemployed men. 
Some of them had had no regular meals 
for weeks. Others had been out of work 
for one, two and three years. They 
were without shelter and _ protection. 
Their morale was gone and their courage 
had been shattered. These preachers 
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were audacious enough to try to direct 
their attention to spiritual values. They 
told them to forget their basic human 
needs. They were hissed from the plat- 
form. They should have been. It is al- 
ways the business of the church to fur- 
nish the spiritual inspiration and the 
moral dynamic which will compel soci- 
ety to care for its own. All too fre- 
quently the church has preached such a 
gospel as a miserable sop to down-trod- 
den humanity, while it continued to be 
blind and speechless in the presence of 
the organized inhumanity of its day. It 
is useless to talk to a man about the 
spiritual values of life when he is hun- 
gry; especially when he is willing to 
work, and his condition has been brought 
about by circumstances over which he 
has no control. The church must not 
neglect the emphasis upon these spir- 
itual values. Neither should she neglect 
her emphasis upon the great humanities. 
When the Christian church fails to raise 
its voice in protest against the organ- 
ized evils of human life, to rebuke 
the brutal paganisms of society, or to 
chasten with the message of the Man 
of Galilee a world which has failed to 
live by the law of love, it deserves all 
the scorn and the ridicule which may be 
heaped upon it. 

However, I am speaking to another, 
and by far the largest group of people 
in our common life. Most of us belong 
to this group. They are the people who 
nave suffered losses, and sometimes tre- 
mendous losses. We would not minimize 
for one single moment those losses and 


the subsequent suffering which has been 
involved. Many of their fairest material 
objectives have been destroyed. Men 
cannot possibly hope to achieve the ends 
which they had set for themselves. Mul- 
titudes are facing life at the beginning, 
and sometimes further back, because of 
the loss of help which they had received 
from relatives and friends. But they 
still have food, shelter, the protection of 
society, and many of them, jobs. There 
may have been some readjustment in the 
standard of living, but they have not 
been materially altered. They have 
been called upon to share more largely 
in the needs of human society. They 
have faced the necessity of living ad- 
venturously, because life’s securities have 
been swept away. But to all intents and 
purposes life has gone on. Their 
families have been kept intact. Their 
loved ones are still with*them, and their 
children continue to bestow upon them 
an affection far beyond their deserts. 
But in spite of that, their own little 
world has come to an end, because all 
of those values around which they have 
built their lives have gone. They feel 
that there is nothing left. I suppose 
that 1932 will be known in American 
history as suicide year. A careful an- 
alysis of this wide-spread epidemic 
of self-destruction reveals this rather re- 
markable fact, that a very large per- 
centage of such people have not come 
rom the lowest strata of our economic 
life. The majority of those people who 
have taken their lives as the way out, 
are to be found among men and women 
who had been accustomed to plenty, and 
whose resources frequently had not all 
been swept away. They are represented 
by that man whose funeral I preached 
sometime ago, who left this note to his 
mother before lying down under the ex- 
haust of his automobile back in the 
hills. ‘There is plenty left for you and 
for the rest; some fifty thousand dol- 
lars, but that is not enough for me. 
Good-bye.” His own little world had 
come to an end. In a greater or less 
Gegree there are vast multitudes who 
represent essentially the same _ view- 
point. They are dragging out their days 
in a wearying routine. They are crying 
like babies over a lost toy. They are in 
deep mental anguish, feeling that life is 
all twisted and wrong. Thus they drag 
themselves through each succeeding day 
with no purpose, no high hope, and no 
thrilling courage. All that they can see 
(Now turn to page 30) 
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Theological and Doctrinal 


The Doctrine of Redemption, by Al- 
bert C. Knudson. The Abingdon Press. 
Cloth, 512 pages. $3.50. 


The author of this scholarly and read- 
able book is one of the strong men of 
Boston University, and belongs to the 
Lotze-Eucken-Bowne-Brightman school 
of philosophy, whose general standpoint 
is that of Personalism. He is well and 
favorably known for his works on the 
Philosophy of Personalism, and The Doc- 
trine of God, to the latter of which this 
is a companion volume. The meaning 
of the Cross of Christ must be studied 
anew by each successive generation, and 
in this treatise Dr. Knudson has sought 
to combine the historical, critical, and 
constructive methods. Evangelism has 
always derived its going power from the 
credo, Man is a sinner, and may be 
saved, and now this able Dean of the 
Boston University School of Theology 
endeavors to unfold ffor reflective 
thought the implications for this age of 
that appealing note in the Christian re- 
ligion. The theme of Redemption is 
considered in two Parts; The World, 
Man, and Sin, and Christ and Redemp- 
tion. The start is taken (in the first 
chapter on the physical universe) in the 
statement: “Redemption presupposes a 
suffering and sinning world from which 
men seek or need to be redeemed.” The 
broad view is taken that theology must 
be orientated in a metaphysics (not just 
physics) of the whole world, sometimes 
vaguely called “nature,” involving the 
consideration of such questions as the 
problem of evil, freedom, personalism, 
and the whole setting or arena of the 
developing God-consciousness. Man has 
to be regarded with respect to his im- 
perfection, while error can be accounted 
for only by allowing a measure of free- 
dom to the human reason. Morality can 
never be just a matter of mechanical ef- 
fects. The possibility of sin is implied 
in the existence of free beings. When it 
comes to redemption the first considera- 
tion of the author is the redeeming fac- 
tor—the person of Christ, which, after 
all is thought or said, remains a mys- 
tery. Incarnation, it is held, is best in- 
terpreted in terms of immanence. A 
crucial statement in Dr. Knudson’s 
philosophy relates to the suffering of 
God for man, which is not grounded in 
the finitude of God, but is due to His 
self-limitation in the creation of free 
beings. “It is their resistance to his 
will and not a drag in his own nature 
that burdens his heart. 


A struggling God, whose own nature 
is largely responsible for the struggle, 
seems to me a less perfect embodiment 
of the atoning principle than a God of 
infinite power who solely because of his 
love suffers for men and with them. 
In any case it is this form of the atone- 
ment and it alone with which Christian- 
ity is concerned.” The conclusion is that 
the “coming” of Christ in the clouds 
has for us a purely symbolic signifi- 
cance, namely, the ultimate triumph of 
Christianity and the central place of 


Christ in the church triumphant also 
pointing to the social and not selfish 
character of the life to come. Much re- 
mains mysterious both as to present and 
hereafter, but, as Dr. B. P. Bowne once 
wrote: “The unsearchable wisdom of God 
is manifest in what he has hidden from 
us.” All we need to do is to go to work 
as saved by Christ, and feel sure that 
whenever or however He shall appear 
“we shall be like him.” A notable con- 
tribution to the literature of life. 


C. A. S. D. 


What Is Salvation? by E. S. Water- 
house. Cokesbury Press, Nashville, 
Tenn. 269 pages. $1.25. 

The author deals with salvation from 
the psychological standpoint. Jesus’ 
death plays a part in man’s salvation. 
We are informed that Christ’s death has 
opened men’s eyes to the character of 
sin. It has freed man from sin’s power. 
Jesus’ death has removed man’s ignor- 
ance of wrong-doing. Christ’s death 
has enabled men to love God in a way 
otherwise impossible. It awakens man 
to sin’s nature and it creates a sense of 
God’s love as revealed in the Cross. His 
death has the power of changing human 
lives because it stirs the conscience. 
Salvation is not a definite possession. 
It is the process by which the spirit of 
Christ exerts its influence upon man’s 
life so as to create a new centre. The 
unsaved are self-centered. They never 
escape from themselves. There are de- 
grees of salvation as well as degrees of 
transformation. The transformation of 
thought is a necessity to the effective- 
ness of salvation. Salvation implies a 
mental as well as a moral aspect. The 
mind must be evangelized as well as the 
soul must be saved. 

Christ gave practical directions for 
doing God’s will. Christ’s teaching is 
meant for those who will to do the will 
of God. Christ gave principles, not pre- 
cepts. The salvation of society means 
the putting into practice of the Sermon 
on the Mount. Until we have attacked 
the problem of transforming the ideals 
of business, the possibility of a Christian 
social order vanishes. 

Salvation is for all, yet all are not 
saved. Conversion is of two types— 
crisis or active, or passive. Nobody is 
purely of either type. Salvation has 
very varied manifestations. More con- 
cern and consideration has been shown 
the active or crisis type. 


The author gives a very interesting 
and stimulating psychological recon- 
struction of Judas’ motives for his be- 
trayal of Jesus. Jesus died in vain for 
those who would not respond to Him. 
Christ saves where man will let Him 
save. The Old Testament conception 
of salvation was negative—deliverance 
from danger and evil. It was national 
and political. Only a remnant knew the 
meaning of salvation. To many sal- 
vation was external—deliverance from 
harm. Old Testament salvation dealt 
chiefly with this life. Social salvation 
was the Old Testament contribution to 
salvation. New Testament salvation is a 


spiritual deliverance. It was immediate 
as well as future. Faith in Jesus was a 
necessary pre-requisite to salvation. 
Salvation means living a fuller life. 
Christ’s salvation is inclusive of all that 
enters human experience. H. D. H. 


The Plain Man Seeks for God, by 
Henry P. Van _ Dusen. 213 + pages. 
Charles Scribners Sons. $2.00. 

One might easily be misled by the 
title of this volume from the pen of the 
dean of Union Theological Seminary, 
thinking it a popular treatise on the 
eternal quest for God. “Plain man” as 
used by the author can hardly be said 
to refer to the layman on the street. It 
refers rather to the large group of in- 
tellectuals who seek for reality in a con- 
fusion that grows with consideration of 
traditional and theological concepts, de- 
manding a philosophical and _ logical 
basis for their quest. 

The book reaches unusual heights in 
certain sections. The central problem, 
Dr. Van Dusen says, is not in the fact 
of God’s existence, which may be taken 
for granted, but in His nature and His 
manner of dealing with men. With 
clarity and understanding the difficulties 
of the “plain man” and of thinking 
youth are traced back to their sources. 
Dr. Van Dusen points out two major 
forces as underlying confusion in our 
thought of God: the Kantian philosophy 
followed by rise of a_ scientific 
philosophy, and the mechanized char- 
acter of modern civilization. The first, 
he says, has affected men’s thinking and 
the second has affected their living. 
His critical appraisal of Kant and his 
philosophy is excellent reading. 

Though he admits that the inductive 
method is not the only way to find God 
and that possibly it is not the best ap- 
proach to truth, he asserts its effective- 
ness in leading us to a God of whom 
we may be sure. On the other hand he 
declares that to be certain of God as one 
who would always fit into our religious 
experiences, would not be best for the 
adventure of religious living. 

This semi-contradiction is a bit con- 
fusing at times as are some of the lines 
drawn as Dr. Van Dusen follows science 
through nature to values and from 
values to God. In an early chapter he 
devotes several pages to the “sickness 
of liberal religion”. Many will hold that 
the criticism is out of place in a volume 
as frank and liberal as his own. 

It is evident that the author is 
cognizant of the difficulties in the minds 
of many religious people and the “plain 
man” will find much to satisfy and en- 
courage him in its pages. Its selection 
as a Book-of-the-Month recommenda- 
tion is amply justified. O. M. W. 


Faith: An Historical Study, by Stewart 
Means. The Macmillan Company. xiii 
and 334 pages. $2.50. 

In the ordinary sense of the word this 
book is not a church history nor a his- 
tory of doctrine. It deals with both fields 
as the works of Harnack do, and is an 
attempt to discover the forces that were 








CHURCH MANAGEMENT for October, 1933 











Dr. S. Parkes CADMAN Dr. Harry BisHop Francis J. Dr. CHARLES Dr. Howarp 


Chairman EMERSON FospICK McConnNELL CLAYTON Morrison CHANDLER RossBins 








EDITORIAL COMMITTEE 


An Open Letter . ... . 


- e« e Vo The Busy Pastor 


You have a myriad claims upon your time each week. ‘The people of your 
parish present you with problems as varied as their daily lives. You are faced 
with the necessity of giving your congregation a fresh and vital message from 
your pulpit. 


Your days are too short. Your weeks end too soon. 


The Religious Book Club was created for people like you. Its particular form 
of service enables you to keep abreast of the best and most stimulating religious 
thinking. It saves your time and your money. 


Five outstanding religious leaders compose the Editorial Committee of the 
Religious Book Club. Continually they are combing the field of religious books 
for those that will be most useful to you. Their findings are presented each 
month in the Religious Book Club Bulletin. 


Thus your search for books which will help you most is confined to the cream 
of the crop. You are certain to overlook nothing of importance. 


You owe it to yourself to test this service. Join the Religious Book Club now. 
There are no dues or fees. You are asked only to accept six books a year at the 
y 
publishers’ regular price plus a few cents for carriage. 


Sign and return the coupon now. You will receive a free book to start your 
membership. 


ENROLLMENT BLANK 20Y 
RELIGIOUS BOOK CLUB, Inc. 
80 Lafayette Street, 
New York, N. Y. 

You may enroll me as a subscriber to your service and send me without cost the book checked below. If I keep it, I 
am committed to the purchase of not more than six books during the coming year and I agree to notify you promptly 
during any month in which no book is wanted. I reserve the right to cancel my subscription within 30 days merely by 
returning the free book. The price of the book sent to me each month is to be the publisher’s price, plus postage. A bill 
is to be sent with each book and I agree to pay it upon receipt. 
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What Men Are Asking 
By HENRY SLOANE COFFIN 
Dr. Coffin brilliantly discusses six of the perennial questions in 


religion in our century. His answers will be found most satisfying 
and widely useful in meeting the religious needs of people we, 


Christianity And Coercion 

By BISHOP FRANCIS McCONNELL 
A timely study of how coercion, without legal prosecution or 
physical pressure, can work for the good of mankind. Six chapters 


including “‘Christianity and Force’; “Social Pressure’’; ‘The 
Church and the Higher Coercions.”” $1 


Sermons From The Parables 
By CLOVIS G. CHAPPELL 


16 fresh and vital sermons built upon the parables of Jesus, planned 
to help people meet the — problems of the day. “His best 
book!"’ Already in second large printing. $1.50 


The Cokesbury Marriage Manual 


By WILLIAM H. LEACH 
Included are the historic Prostestant rituals, other recently devel- 
oped marriage services, pronowncements of the churches, digests 
of state laws, anniversary services, and a pertinent chapter on 
“The Minister and Marriage.”” Beautifully bound. $1 


Does Science Leave Room 
For God? By R. 0. P. TAYLOR 


This “‘compact and convincing little volume looks the question 
squarely in the face. His answer is that Science makes more room 
for God. Intellectual .... genuinely spiritual."” — The Relsgsous 
Book Club. $1.25 


What Is Salvation? 
By E. S. WATERHOUSE 
“A rewarding book, stimulating and suggestive, direct and read- 


able. He succeeds in coming very close to the secret of a happy 
and triumphant Christian life.”"—Chréstsan Century. $1.25 


The Adventurous God 
By CHAS. EDWIN SCHOFIELD 
“4 new clarity of God would come into men’s preaching, if they 


took this book to heart... . / A marvel of sustained and solid 
thinking.""—Dr. Jobn M. Versteeg. $1 


Personality And The Fact 
Of Christ 


By HAROLD PAUL SLOAN 


An almost unexcelled study of the paramountcy of Jesus os 


and teaching for all men and all people. we 

Sermons For Preachers And 
Laymen 

SERMON HEARTS. 600-word outlines of 150 

great sermons from the time of Wesley. 

Wm. H. Leach, compiler. $1 


VOICES OF LIVING PROPHETS. Present-day sermons by 
Atkins, Bowie, Cadman, Gilkey, Newton, and 15 others. 

SERMONS FROM LIFE. By Clarence E. Macartney. $1.50 
COURAGE THAT PROPELS. By G. Ray Jordan. $1 


MY JOB PREACHING—WITH SAMPLES. By Barris Jenkins 


$1.50 
CHANCEL WINDOWS. (Devotional Sermonettes). By a 
1 


Wrapbt. 
IN REMEMBRANCE OF ME (Communion Sermons). By 


Edward Jeffrses Rees. $1 


Se 


COKESBURY PRESS 482.47 


BOOK 
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at work shaping the different forms in 
which the interpretation of the word 
Faith found expression. 


The critical discussion of Dr. Means 
is profound and illuminating. The book 
is published after thirty years of care- 
ful study and one feels that the author 
has lived with Augustine, Aquinas, 
Luther, and the other outstanding char- 
acters who have made church history 
and theology. More than that, one 
feels that Dr. Means is familiar with 
most of what has been written about 
these personalities and is able to build 
up his own interpretation critically. As 
Professor Erwin R. Goodenough of Yale 
says in the introduction, the writer not 
only knows how to look over Harnack’s 
shoulder at the picture he is painting, 
but he knows how to paint his own pic- 
ture. 

This is a significant book on the 
trends in history, theology, and philoso- 
phy as they relate to the Christian 
movement. H. W. H. 


The Resurrection of the Dead, by Karl 
Barth, translated by H. J. Stenning. 
Fleming H. Revell Co. 213 pages. $1.50. 

Any book from the pen of Karl Barth 
challenges attention. What is known as 
the Barthian movement has steadily 
grown in theological interest. It has 
profoundly moved our generation. Its 
prophetic note, its call to the Church to 
repent of its theological sins, has been, 
to use Barth’s own figure, like the ring- 
ing of the Church bell in the night; it 
has aroused a sleeping world—but it has 
also left us in much confusion. Our 
great trouble is to know just what Barth 
is saying. His critics disagree, and for 
the layman the case is almost hopeless. 
Undoubtedly Barth has a vital message; 
he is seeking to bring the Church, shot 
to pieces in the too venturesome experi- 
ence of humanism, back to her magna 
charta, the Word of God—not a mere 
book or collection of religious writings. 

As Otto intuitively arrived at the 
Wholly Other, Barth biblically has re- 
covered the Living God—a great, pres- 
ent, insistant Reality. His pursuit was 
found to bring him, sooner or later to 
the Resurrection and Last Things. He 
finds 1 Cor. XV, instead of being an 
isolated classic, the goal of Paul’s think- 
ing, both in the preceding fourteen 
chapters of that Epistle and in Romans 
as well. “The disparateness of the sub- 
jects with which the Apostle deals, the 
frequent obscurity of the personal and 
contemporary details, finally the abso- 
lute limitation of the substance of his 
speech, thoughts and ideas by the time 
—none of this, if we emphatically in- 
quire: What is he really speaking of? 
can prevent us from hearing the cantus 
from seeing the ‘red thread’ 
which runs through the whole.” 

In his exegesis, over the shoulders of 
the Corinthian church Barth flays the 
whole Church for its vanity and folly in 
seeking solutions of individual and 
temporal problems when there is this 
great and abiding question of Reality. 
The How of the Resurrection is not the 
chief concern, but the What. “The 
meaning of the resurrection of Jesus 
consists in this, that the resurrection is 
the divine horizon also of our existence. 
Life and the world are finite. God is 
the end. Hence he is also the begin- 
ning.” When he comes to the detailed 


| exposition of Chapter XV, he maintains 


the difference between the Christian 
doctrine of the resurrection and the im- 


| mortality of the soul: “Instead of the 


human soul, the Spirit of God appears 


in the resurrection. That which per- 
sists is not the soul but the body... . 
To wish to be God’s without the body is 
rebellion against God’s will, is secret 
denial of God; it is indeed the body 
which suffers, sins, dies. We are wait- 
ing for our Body’s redemption; if the 
body is not redeemed to obedience, to 
health, to life, then there is no God; 
then what may be called God does not 
deserve the name.” 


There will be many demurrers to 
Barth’s exegesis in its details, but, what- 
ever may be said about it, it is dynamic. 
Barth’s God is a living God, his Christ 
is an urgent Word, his Gospel is judg- 
ment as well as good news. Somehow 
one does not doubt that, in the main, 
he correctly reflects the mind of Paul. 
He is a Luther redivivus. May he 
awaken the Church to put on her 
strength! 


Barth must be difficult to translate; 
at least this book has suffered at the 
hands of the translator. H. C. A. 


Does Science Leave Room for God?, 
by R. O. P. Taylor. Cokesbury Press. 
246 pages. $1.25. 

This is one of “The Westminster 
Books,” a series of volumes under the 
editorship of English churchmen de- 
signed to answer the questions arising 
in the minds of many regarding the 
Christian faith “in face of all that is 


being said by natural science, psy- 
chology, comparative religion and 
Biblical criticism.” It is admirably 


adapted to its purpose. The scope is in- 
dicated by the title and the nine chap- 
ters revolve around the phases of God 
already familiar to Christians: for ex- 
ample, The Judge, The Merciful Father, 
The Incarnate Logos and The Spirit. 
The author, an English vicar, formerly a 
Cambridge provost, offers a most con- 
vincing affirmative answer. He is 
thoroughly conversant with modern pro- 
tests, knows his own mind and states his 
case delightfully, clearly and with an 
occasional dash of humor. Such a book 
makes good reading for any thinking 
Christian and particularly for earnest 
young people perplexed by the assertions 
of some contemporary scientists and 
pseudo scientists. F. F. 


The Adventurous God, by Charles Ed- 
win Schofield. Cokesbury Press. 159 
pages. $1.00. 

The title indicates the author’s thesis. 
He believes that Christianity too fre- 
quently is content to be on the defen- 
sive, to fight a rearguard action, and 
that what is needed is the vital forward 
thrust of faith in a God Who has tasks 
for those who trust in Him. “The Chris- 
tian preacher, sustained and inspired by 
an experience that has borne to his own 
soul the undeniable evidences of a di- 
vine disclosure, stands to proclaim to 
men, in the face of all the unresolved 
riddles that the days can raise, that liv- 
ing is sharing fellowship with God.” 
With this basis understood the author 
develops his theme in terms of the 
standard postulates of Christian the- 
ology, leaning always to the liberal side, 
but loyal to the truths of evangelicalism. 
The book falls into two parts, the first 
five chapters under “The Logic of Re- 
ligion,” the second five under “Some Im- 
plications for Christian Faith.” Perhaps 
the best chapter is the seventh, on “The 
Saga of the Adventurous God.” Alto- 
gether the book is a most stimulating 
treatment of a very ancient theme, 
namely, the meaning of God for human 
experience. F. F. 
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NEW ABINGDON BOOKS 











Christ In The Silence 


By C. F. ANDREWS 
A sequel to ‘*What I Owe to Christ’’ 
“T have never, in my life, met any 
one who reminds me of Christ as 
does C. F. Andrews, and this book 
is a reflection of His Spirit.”—The 
Rev. Leslie D. Weatherhead. 


Net, $1.50, postpaid 


Winners 
By ROY B. CHAMBERLIN 


A series of stories of college men 
who have triumphed despite handi- 
caps, writen by the popular college 
pastor at Dartmouth. The stories 


are true and well told. 


Net, $1.50, postpaid 








The Christian Mission 
in the Modern World 


By WILLIAM DAVID SCHERMER- 
HORN 


The distinctive feature of this book 
is that it relates missionary activity 
to the histories and contemporaneous 
movements of the various countries 
of the world. Ten maps, bibliog- 
raphy and index. 


Net, $2.50, postpaid 
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Christ And Human Suffering 
By E. STANLEY JONES 


“Dr. Jones’ own faith is as rich as his broad learning 
and experience, and his stories of human victories and 
his joyous, confident words about the Master will long 


o 2 s 
Christ And His Time 
By DALLAS LORE SHARP 
A companion book to ‘‘Romances from the Old 
Testament’’ 
“The story has a natural interest of its own but Pro- 
fessor Sharp has made it one that entrances the reader 
by its fine style; its beauty and rich coloring, as well as 


remain an inspiration to groping, puzzled and beset peo- 


ple.”—Boston Transcript. 


Net, $1.00, postpaid 


map. 





its realism.”—Boston Globe. 


Frontispiece and colored 


Net, $2.00, postpaid 





x 


The Drums of Dawn 

By F. W. BOREHAM 
In this delightful collection of short 
articles, tales and reminiscences Dr. 
Boreham has reflected more or less 
of the environment and local color- 
ing of his charges during many 
years in New Zealand, Tasmania and 
Australia. 

Net, $1.75, postpaid 


Robert E. Lee the 
Christian 


By WILLIAM J. JOHNSTONE 


“Other writers have brought out 
briefly and substantially the relig- 
ious side of the great soldier’s life, 
but Dr. Johnstone has gone into the 
matter carefully, thoroughly and mi- 
nutely. He has clearly and com- 
pletely documented his statements.” 
—Boston Transcript. 


Illustrated. Net, $2.00, postpaid 


Leadership Education 
in the Church 


By FORREST LAMAR KNAPP 


A comprehensive, sensible and stim- 
ulating guide for the development 
of more adequate lay leadership for 
local churches. Professor Paul H. 
Vieth of Yale Divinity School has 
collaborated with the author in its 
preparation. 


Net, $1.25, postpaid 














Young People’s Method In The 
Church 


By PERCY R. HAYWARD and ROY A. BURKHART 


Written in a time when guidance in this department is 
peculiarly needed, this book provides a fine guide to 
Christian leadership by authors who are seasoned in the 
practice of the religious education of youth. 


Net, $1.50, postpaid 


The Doctrine Of Redemption 
By ALBERT C. KNUDSON 


“Dean Knudson’s scholarly work is amply documented. 
Throughout he has paid much attention to the history 
of Christian thought, following the development of the 
doctrines of the church and trying to determine whether 
or not they need to be modified to meet the demands of 
the modern mind.”—New York Times Book Review. 


Net, $3.50, postpaid 
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Great Christian Teachings 
By EDWIN LEWIS 





Christian Parenthood In A Changing World 


By J. H. MONTGOMERY 





“Any average individual who 
would like to know what a modern 
intelligent Christian may and 
ought to believe concerning the 
fundamentals of the Christian 
faith will find this little book 
very helpful and valuable quite 
beyond its size.”—New Outlook. 


NEW YORK 
150 Fifth Ave. 
BOSTON, 581 Boylston St. 


PITTSBURGH, 105 Fifth Ave. 
DETROIT, 28 Elizabeth St., East 





Net, 50 cents, postpaid 


At The Better Bookshops 
THE ABINGDON PRESS 


CINCINNATI 
420 Plum St. 740 Rush St. 


PORTLAND, ORE., 225 S. W. Broadway 


“If parents are to fulfill their re- 
sponsibilities they need the kind 
of help and guidance this book 
will give. Suitable for use 
as a text in adult classes in the 
Sunday school, or as a basis for 
study in special groups of moth- 
ers, parents, and adults.”—The 
Lutheran. 


CHICAGO 


KANSAS CITY, 1121 McGee St. 
SAN FRANCISCO, 7 City Hall Ave. 





Net, 50 cents, postpaid 
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The Queenly Quest 
By Rosalee Mills Appleby 


Beautiful thoughts and the fine, strong 
truths of the Christian faith, especially 
as they touch the life of women—and in 
particular young womanhood-——are here 
set down in language that embellishes 
them and delights the reader. Mrs. Ap- 
pleby’s South American background gives 
her sketches an added charm and has 
afforded her the advantage of a detached, 
fresh outlook upon things North Ameri- 
can. The many readers of her former 
books will be grateful for this new one. 
Nothing better could be selected as a gift 
to a “girl graduate,” or as a birthday or 
Christmas present to a young woman. 


Cloth, $1.00 


on the radio, tune-in in crowds. 
have their young people do likewise. 
16 Ashburton Place, Boston 


2328 S. Michigan Avenue, Chicago 
313 W. Third St., Los Angeles 





New Revival Gems 


An entirely new collection of seventy-five hymns, gospel songs, and_ short 
choruses for use wherever a small song-book is needed. This book is a successor to | 
Revival Gems. It is designed for revival meetings, Sunday schools, prayer-meetings, | 
young people’s meetings, and Sunday night services. Every church or Sunday school | 
which successfully used Revival Gems will be more than pleased with New Revival 
Gems. The convenient size, 534 x 7%4 inches. 64 pages. Round or Shaped Notes. 


15 cents a copy, postpaid—$10.00 a hundred, delivery extra 


The Student Faees Life 


By Carl S. Knopf 


The author of this book is a most capable guide, interpreter, and orientator. 
Whenever he speaks people, especially young people, crowd to hear him, or, if he is 
His writing is bright, breezy, interesting. This 
volume comprises addresses delivered at the University of Redlands. It goes with- 
out saying that Professor Knopf insists that his readers shall look at life from the 
squarely Christian point of view. Parents and ministers should read it, and then | 


Cloth, $1.50 


| THE AMERICAN BAPTIST PUBLICATION SOCIETY 


1701-1703 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia 


ORDER FROM OUR NEAREST HOUSE 


The Bible Looks You Over | 


By Arthur Stevens Phelps 


In thirty-three delightful essays the 
author talks to us about many things, 
and makes us see our dear selves, our 
foibles and virtues, in the light of some | 
of the less familiar characters and pas- | 
sages of Scripture. It is a sort of Chris- 
tian philosophy of life, but far removed 
from the conventional, dry-as-dust re- 
ligion and pong | book. Doctor 
Phelps writes with all the distinction and 
charm of his brother, William Lyon. He 
amuses and sobers, preaches and enter- 
tains; popularizes his fine scholarship 
without cheapening it. At every turn he 
throws some new light on the Bible— 
and then on us! 


Cloth, $1.50 


1107 McGee Street, Kansas City 
505 New World Life Bldg., Seattle 
223 Church Street, Toronto 
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“It is the heart, 
and not the brain, 

That to the highest 
doth attain.” 


—LONGFELLOW 2 


O LEAD, to encourage, to inspire— 

that is the purpose of Standard Graded 
Lessons for Juniors, built upon the Bible 
and on nothing else. Standard Christ- 
Centered lessons are essential at the diffi- 
cult age when the child is developing into 
the youth. It is vital that the teaching of 
the Sunday School should be Biblical, 
soundly constructive and helpful. It is 
equally important that teachers be equipped 
to measure up to their opportunities. 


Send for our new Free Book—First Aid 
to the Junior Teacher—along with free 
packet of Junior department supplies. You'll 





find it interesting, full of helpful sugges- 
tions, stimulating and inspirational. Your 
teaching will be more resultful, your influ- 
ence on the lives of your Juniors more 
active. Write today. 


Similar Free Packets also available for Begin- 
ners’, Nursery, Primary, Intermediate, and 
Young People’s Departments. Tell us which 
department you are interested in, number of 
pupils. whether you use graded or uniform les- 
sons. Packets will be mailed promptly. 


THE STANDARD PUBLISHING CO. 


8th & Cutter Sts. Dept. CM-10 Cincinnati, O. 





Say: “I saw it in Church Management,” when writing advertisers. 


It identifies you. 





Our Unpossessed Possessions 
(Continued from page 25) 


is the blackness and the despair of the 
world in which they live. 


For all such I would direct your at- 
tention to the consideration of our un- 
possessed possessions. 

To begin with, consider the buoyant 
and determined, the hopeful and cour- 
ageous mind of our people during all 
of these uncertain and perplexing days. 
Such a mind has expressed itself, and 
continues to express itself in a variety 
of ways. First, in raising unprecedented 
sums for all charitable purposes. In this 
respect America has startled the world. 
Our generosity saved the Armenian peo- 
ple. The same spirit poured out countless 
wealth to save the lives of starving Chi- 
nese; and barely ten years ago a million 
dollars were sent across the Pacific to 
the relief of Japan in her great earth- 
quake disasters. But all of these gigan- 
tic undertakings have been dwarfed by 
the outpouring of private and public 
wealth for the sustenance of a great peo- 
ple in need. I think the world has 
never seen anything quite like it. The 
determination to see our way through 
has been characterized from the begin- 
ning. Consider this other fact that as 
resources have become more and more 
exhausted, men have begun to break 
new ground, discovering new ways to 
help themselves. One of the most re- 
markable developments of this new day 
are these co-operative groups. In such 
communal enterprises greed is sub- 
merged and the common good becomes 
the objective of all. 


A further way in which this mind has 
expressed itself is in the new thinking 
concerning the world’s experience. It 
has been interesting to note how that 
thinking has changed almost from day 
to day. No one questioned at the be- 
ginning of this debacle the validity of 
the foundations upon which our society 
has been built. This was to be just a 
temporary maladjustment which would 
soon be restored. “Back to normal times” 
was the slogan which captivated our un- 
thinking minds. But as one cataclysm 
after another has come men have seen 
deeper and surer. Now all men recognize 
that our present world difficulties have 
arisen out of deep-rooted social diseases. 
These were not in evidence in an early 
and more pioneer day, but as society has 
become more complex and life grown 
more interdependent, the tensions of a 
distinctively individualistic and compe- 
titive society has become apparent. We 
know now that we cannot longer con- 
tinue upon the same basic economic. 
foundations upon which our country was 
projected and grew throughout the last 
century. We no longer talk about the 
return of good times, as such. It is qual- 


(Now turn to page 47) 
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A Master Builder 


By Walter D. Knight 


But when Sanballat the Horonite and 
the Ammonite slave Tobiah heard this, 
they were deeply hurt that a man had 
come to promote the welfare of the chil- 
dren of Israel. Nehemiah 11: 10. 


is hurt when a leader arises who is 

wholeheartedly devoted to the wel- 
fare of humanity. For the past one hun- 
dred and fifty years leaders in our land, 
who have been accused of selfish ambi- 
tion, have had this at least to comfort 
them—George Washington was strenu- 
ously criticized and even vilified with 
the suspicion of ulterior motives. 

The vested interests have always been 
deeply hurt when a man has come to 
promote the welfare of a people, and 
ofttimes these alien interests have suc- 
ceeded in vitiating his power. It is re- 
freshing to turn back to the story of 
Nehemiah, a man who gave up his per- 
sonal comfort to accomplish a _ great 
task. He was an exile, and at the time 
our story begins (444 B. C.), was a fav- 
cred servant of Artaxerxes, the king. He 
had a good job. He served a kindly 
disposed master, as is evidenced by the 
fact that on one occasion the King 
noticed a look of sadness upon his face 
and asked the reason. The king knew 
that he was not sick: “This is nothing 
else but sorrow of heart.” “O King, 
why should not my countenance be sad, 
when the city, the place of my fathers’ 
sepulchres, lieth waste, and the gates 
thereof are consumed with fire?” (2:3) 


Now, Nehemiah need not have taken 
this so seriously. But he was one of 
those spirits who seeks more than his 
own personal welfare, and in such men 
lies the hope of the world. The King 
asked what he would like to do, and 
there came this astonishing answer. 
Nehemiah would like to be permitted to 
go home and rebuild the walls of his 
loved city. He was one of those daring 
spirits who in the face of a forlorn 
hope, despite derision and opposition, 
cannot be dissuaded. He was willing to 
tackle an impossible task. Little won- 
der that the vassals of the king were 
hurt as they saw coming a resolute man 
whose one concern was to promote the 
welfare of his people. 

In a straightforward narrative, we are 
told by this ancient writer of the fac- 
tors which made for success in this 
building enterprise, so comparable to the 
problem which a depressed world faces 
today. The task was to rebuild the 
ruined walls of their civilization in hard 


I invariably happens that someone 
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times, and this is ever the task of the 
Christian Church. 

I. Nehemiah faced the 
frankly and courageously. 

He would not be appalled by the mag- 
nitude of the task. He lost no time in 
making a tour of investigation, (2:3). 
Three days after his arrival he set ‘out 
one night to look over the situation. “I 
went out the valley gate.” Why the 
valley gate? It was the only gate he 
could use, and even this gate was in dis- 
repair. All the others had been burned 
and their entrances were still filled with 
the débris of destruction. 

The first gate whose ruins he sur- 
veyed was the Sheep Gate. It was so 
named because it was through this gate 
that the unblemished lambs were brought 
to the sacrifice. This was the path to 
the altar. Catastrophe that had lev- 
eled the walls of the city had clogged 
the pathway to the knowledge and love 
of God. Then, the Fish Gate was still 
clogged with half-burned timbers. This 
was the market gate, through which the 
city received its provisions, but it no 
longer served its purpose. Then, the 
Dung Gate was in disuse; the depart- 
ment of sanitation had ceased to func- 
tion. A fourth gate which he found 
filled with the litter of destruction was 
the “Old Gate,” so-called. This was the 
Gate of the Elders, the place where the 
elders of the land sat to administer jus- 
tice. The function of the elders, jus- 
tice and mercy, were no more to be had 
in the city. 


situation 


So this is what brought sadness to the | 


heart of Nehemiah as he made his noc- 
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BOOKS 


INDISPENSABLE 
FOR BIBLE STUDY 


THE NEW VOLUME 


in Dr. Charles R. Erdman’s series of New 
Testament Commentaries, “The Epistles 
of Paul to the Colossians and to Phile- 
mon,” is notable for the features that 
made its predecessors so welcome. Clear 
exposition, practical comments, spiritual 
lessons all are here. In connecting these 
two epistles in a single volume, the 
author has shown how one supplements 
the other in giving definite messages for 
the present. One embodies the very es- 
sence of the Christian faith; the other 
shows how belief transforms and trans- 
figures human life. Upon all the chief 
problems in the spheres of morality and 
religion these epistles shed their pene- 
trating light. Other volumes in the 
series are: 

The 


The 
The 


Gospel of Matthew 

Gospel of Mark 

Gospel of Luke 

The Gospel of John 

The Acts 

The Epistle of Paul to the Romans 

The First Epistle of Paul to the Corinthians 
The Second Epistle of Paul to the Corinthians 
The Epistle of Paul to the Galatians 

The Epistle of Paul to the Ephesians 

The Epistle of Paul to the Philippians 

The Pastoral Epistles of Paul 

The General Epistles 


$1.00 a copy 


BESIDE YOUR BIBLE 


should be “Through the Bible Day by 
Day” by Rev. Edward P. Westphal, a 
practical guide to daily Scripture read- 
ing. Bound in flexible maroon fabrikoid 
as a companion volume to the Bible, this 
helpful book contains a plan used by 
groups as well as individuals for reading 
the Bible in relation to its historical 
background. 


$1.25 


A NEW LOW PRICE 


brings “A Dictionary of the Bible” by 
Dr. John D. Davis within the reach of 
students and pastors who are looking for 
a satisfying library of Bible information. 
Its 856 pages contain 6,000 articles, 229 
good illustrations, and accurate colored 
maps. The articles cover the contents 
of the canonical books of the Old and 
New Testaments, in both the King James 
and Revised Versions, together with the 
First Book of the Maccabees in the Re- 
vised Version. Meanings and pronunci- 
ations of proper names, genealogical de- 
scription of persons, and locations of 
places add to the value of this compre- 
hensive dictionary. 


Cloth, $3.00; Half Leather, $4.00; 
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turnal tour of inspection about the de- 
molished walls of his city. Like many 
seekers of the welfare of mankind since, 
down to the present day, he saw a civ- 
ilization that was forced to use the val- 
ley gate, pushed into the tragedies of 
depression. For, not only were the walls 
of the city destroyed and the public 
safety at the peril of enemies from with- 
out, but still worse, within, those de- 
partments of civic life, the breaking 
down of which spells destruction to the 
normal life of a civilization, had entirely 
ceased to function. 

Is there not a modern note in this old 
story? Altars neglected, the sheep gate 
cluttered with malice and sordidness and 
materialism; unequal opportunity for all 
the people to receive their share of the 
world’s goods; the fish gate in ruins, 
the markets in the hands of racketeers 
and gamblers; the dung gate out of re- 
pair and scandal in the department of 
sanitation; and the gate of the elders, 
the place of justice, no longer a place 
where wrongs are righted without fear 
or favor, and every man having his 
rightful justice and mercy. The valley 
gate, depression—this is the inevitable 
result when these other gates are burned 
and the debris of their destruction not 
cleared away by resolute hands and 
hearts—and VOTES. Better exile at the 
hands of a kindly Artaxerxes, than such 
depression at the mercy of incompetence 
end cupidity, even in a democratic state. 
Righteousness exalteth a nation, but the 
sin of incompetence and neglect and in- 
justice is a reproach to any people. 

II. Nehemiah approached his task in 
the right spirit and injected into the 
work the right motive. 

He went back from his investigation 
and made a straightforward proposition. 
He did not scold nor implore. He made 
no wild promises and he asked no mir- 
acles, (2:17). “Ye see the evil case that 
we are in, how Jerusalem lieth waste, 
and the gates are burned with fire: 
Come, let us build .... that we be no 
longer a reproach.” And the people, 
spurred on by his confidence and com- 
mon sense, said, “Let us rise up and 
build.” Their neighbors immediately be- 
gan to scoff but Nehemiah had his an- 
swer to their wise-cracks: “The God of 
heaven will prosper us; therefore, we, 
his servants, will arise and build.” 

The spirit of the work is suggested by 
the name of the man who was given the 
honor of starting it—Eliashib. Eliashib 
was the high priest, which suggests that 
the officials of religion have a primary 
responsibility in all great enterprises for 
the welfare of humanity. But, further, 
Eliashib had been born in captivity and 
his parents gave him a name significant 
of their faith that he would not die in 
captivity. His name means “God is 
requiter,” or “God will return.” It is in 
such a faith that the Lord will bring 
to success every good enterprise, despite 


contrary appearances, that the welfare 
of humanity can be promoted. 


So they began the work, and we read 
at the conclusion of the story (4:6), “So 
we built the wall for the people had a 
mind to work.” 


III. He had a simple, werkable meth- 
od, (3:28), “Everyone over against his 
own house.” 


To begin with, he started at the right 
place—at the sheep gate, at the ap- 
proach to the altar. Prayer must pre- 
cede good work, sacrifice and brotherly 
worship are an essential of good build- 
ing. The path to the altar must not 
be neglected. Appropriately, Eliashib 
and his brother priests were assigned 
to this task. And then, the market 
gate. Men’s bodies as well as their souls 
must be nourished. The workers must 
be fed. 

But if the officials were to begin the 
work, they were not epected to do it 
all. They should lead—the higher the 
office, the greater the responsibility— 
but the people must follow. Each must 
do his own individual share. We are 
thankful today in America for a large 
measure of leadership at our National 
Capitol, but we cannot stop there. We 
realize that if a new day is to come, 
every citizen must do his part. So it 
was in that ancient time, and always 
will be. We see different groups as- 
signed to specific tasks. No one was 
emitted. Each one built a portion of 
the wall opposite his own house. 

Racial prejudices were broken down. 
Hashab was a Moabite, a despised alien. 
He repaired a portion of the wall and 
the tower of the furnaces. Racial preju- 
dice and economic pressure have blinded 
us in America to one truth which some 
day we must recognize. We do not make 
it easy for the alien to be a builder. 
Chinese and Japanese are not welcomed 
to our civic life. But we must remem- 
ber that no race of men is left out of 
the plans of the City of God. 

The very common people, the Teko- 
ites, (3:5) had an honored place in the 
work, even doing an extra portion (3:27); 
although we read that some of the no- 
bles refused to submit to orders. It is 
ever so, that the high and mighty stand 
off, too good to be ordered around, while 
the common people often do the work. 

Even the women (3:12) had a part. 
Shallum and his daughters worked next 
to the man from Moab. They might 
have been excused; it was hard work, 
stone and mortar are not easy on beau- 
tiful hands. 

The goldsmiths, accustomed to the use 
of delicate instruments, laid aside their 
ordinary tools for the trowel and square. 
This was an emergency. The city of 
God must be built. 

Hananiah was an apothecary, a per- 
fumer, the doctor of ancient times. He, 
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too, was drafted into service. Meshul- 
lum offers an intriguing suggestion to 
that growing class of people in our cit- 
ies who own no real estate and have 
re apparent stake in civic life. He was 
a lodger. But he repaired a portion op- 
posite his chamber. No doubt he could 
have said as many tell us today, “I don’t 
expect to be here long, I’m just room- 
ing over here. This isn’t my responsi- 
bility; let the landlord do it!” The 
shade of Meshullum rises up to haunt 
any soul today who would shirk his 
measure of responsibility for the build- 
ing of a better world. 


Often you come upon the account 
where someone did “another piece,” an 
extra portion. Every enterprise pre- 
sents its “no man’s land,” tasks that 
are not the special responsibility of any- 
one in particular. Often they are left 
undone. But when you are building a 
wall there must be no gaps. Here and 
there men shirk or fail. Someone must 
fill up the gap or the wall is useless, 
For example, there was a portion from 
the house of Azariah to the corner. 
Perhaps it was thought that Azariah 
would do it, but not he—No, Sir, not 
one inch beyond his building line would 
he go. So a man named Bennui under- 
took that, after he had completed his 
own work. Any mason will tell you that 
this particular portion was more diffi- 
cult—“turning the corner,” but Bennui 
was one of those fellows who is always 
ready to do more than his share. 

Another of like mind, Baruch, “ear- 
nestly repaired an extra piece.” Thank 
God for those whose zeal prompts them 
to do more than their share, and to 
do it earnestly. 

Two young men, room-mates, Benja- 
min and Hashad, did an extra piece. 
It is always inspiring to see young men 








pooling their strength and resources for | 


some great task, especially if it be one 
that another has neglected. One other 
of these who did an extra piece is Mere- 
moth who repaired (3:21) a _ portion 
“from the door to the end of the house 
of Eliashib.” Perhaps you remember 
that Eliashib is the man who started 
the work at the sheep gate. But he 
forgot his own house. How often do we 
see men and women, who take an in- 
terest in civic and even church affairs, 
sometimes to the neglect of their own 
homes. Somebody must do what they 


leave undone. How many boys and girls 


come to our Sunday Schools from homes | 


of fine, upright people, whose activities 
—many of them good— absorb their in- 
terest, and their children’s spiritual wel- 
fare is left to the church, left to some 
Meremoth, who, besides his own duties, 
takes an interest in the children of 
Eliashib! 

Well, there is the story of a master 
builder and his enterprise twenty-four 
centuries ago. It was accomplished be- 
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“Tt will stab the conventional Christian 
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millions. 

For those who want to understand this 
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cause the people had a mind to work. 
Each with the right kind of “rugged 
individualism” accepted a personal re- 
sponsibility for his share of the task; 
all cooperated in the one all-absorbing 
enterprise, under the leadership of a 
man whose one purpose was the wel- 
fare of his people. 

Need one labor the application of the 
lesson? We face a world problem today. 
Every problem is a world problem. We 
are engaged in rebuilding that which 
has been destroyed. We must build a 
new world “that we be no longer a re- 


| proach.” 


The old order perishes. The old walls 
are destroyed and the gates are burned 
in the holocaust of a senseless war. We 
see the marks of destruction all about us. 
Old economic walls and industrial ram- 
parts have been thrown down. Old na- 
tional and international theories and 
practices have been thoroughly demol- 
ished. A large portion of the world’s 
workers are right now exiled from its 
normal activities. Some are left at 
work. Altogether we must work to build 
the walls. The problem is perhaps more 
complicated than what would be for us 
the comparatively simple problem of 
building a wall about a little city. But 
essentially it is the same as faced a 
consecrated man twenty-four hundred 
years ago. 

Who shall build and how? Leaders, 
men who seek the welfare of the chil- 
dren of God: Priests, who will clear the 
way to the altar; Elders, who will ad- 
minister impartial justice. And just 
common people like you and me, who 
have a mind to work, who are willing 
to go the second mile, and who, above 
all, accept the civic responsibility of a 
man who feels that he has a stake in 
the building of the City of God, each 
building “over against his own house.” 
If there is to be international disar- 
mament, there must first be, in you and 
me, disarmament of mind. If there is 
to be racial justice, in you and me, 
there must be the uprooting of all preju- 
dice. If there is to be economic peace 
and welfare, there must be on your part 
and mine forbearance and cooperation. 

When, one day, the task is finished, 
we shall see as they did of old, “that 
this work was wrought of our God.” 
And while it is being done we shall 


| have the thrill of knowing that those 


who give themselves to the building of 
a fairer civilization are working side by 


| side with Jesus, against that day when 


“ .... Sons of men shall learn His 
love, 

And follow where His feet have trod; 

Till glorious from His heavens above, 

Shall come the City of our God.” 


(Adapted from F. M. North, 
Cross the Crowded Ways” 


“Where 


We must not let go manifest truths 
because we cannot answer all questions 
about them.—Jeremy Collier. 
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The Barter Of Life 


By Ray Freeman Jenney 


. what shall a man give in exchange 
for his soul? 


ss BUICK car to barter for six 

A months’ board and room.” 

“An evening dress to barter 
for two pairs of shoes, size 6-A.” 

Thus read two barter advertisements 
posted in the window of a Syracuse 
newspaper office one day last Spring. 
These two items, representing one phase 
of the barter system which was resorted 
to on a small scale under the pressure of 
economic necessity, suggested to my 
mind a train of questions. 

Why, for instance, had it become nec- 
essary in an economic system so highly 
integrated and complex as ours, to 
revert to that primitive and outmoded 
form of exchange known as _ barter? 
Climaxing this question and others, 
came that key question of life put by 
Jesus, in fresh, re-vitalized form: “What 
shall it profit a man if he gain the whole 
world and lose his own soul, and what 
shall a man give in exchange for his 
soul?” 

The first question obviously deals with 
one type of values only, the objective 
and material. Whereas the major con- 
cern of the second is with subjective, in- 
trinsic values of life. In this question 
Jesus balanced the one set of values 
against the other; the material against 
the spiritual; the temporal against the 
eternal. 

Glib repetition of Jesus’ classic ques- 
tion had rendered it almost meaningless 
to me until it flashed upon my mind 
against the background of all too poign- 
ant realities, of which the barter ad- 
vertisements represented but one aspect. 
How does it happen, I asked myself, that 
in this sophisticated, scientific machine 
age of ours, such incongruous advertise- 
ments should appear? Let us see. 


We know from experience that the 
value of any institution or system lies 
in the degree of success with which it 
functions. The sole purpose of the early 
barter system being to facilitate an ex- 
change of commodities between individ- 
uals as nearly as possible upon a fifty- 
fifty basis, and not to make money, it 
succeeded so long as the parties to the 
exchange got what they wanted. But as 
economic life became more and more 
complex it was at length found more 
convenient to transact business with 
money as the medium of exchange, and 
so the barter system was supplanted by 
the monetary system. Had money re- 
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mained the medium or means, and not 
the end, of business transactions, the old 
barter system might never again have 
been resorted to. On the contrary, lust 
for money on the part of selfish indi- 
viduals led to the amassing of great pri- 
vate fortunes and the concentration of 
capital in the hands of a few; thus 
money became primarily the end and not 
the means of existence, defeating its 
original purpose. With the rise of the 
profit system came the price and credit 
systems. Goods and_ services were 
bought and sold at prices which would 
bring the greatest profit, irrespective of 
their real values: witness the unscrupu- 
lous profiteering which followed the 
World War, and the real estate boom. 
Values became more artificial and un- 
real with the growth of speculative fi- 
nance, stock watering and similar prac- 
tices. It is little wonder, then, that our 
top-heavy price-profit-credit structure, 
further weakened by foreign and do- 
mestic difficulties, tottered and became 
unworkable to such an extent, that the 
old barter system reappeared as a last 
resort in many communities. Our bar- 
ter advertisements tell their own tragic 
story of living standards lowered to the 
level of bare subsistence. 


* * a 


The answer to the first question is easier 
to comprehend than that to the second. 
When it comes to making a choice be- 
tween going without food and shelter for 
six months or going without an automo- 
bile, the decision is simple. But how 
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many of us, I wonder, have seriously 
pondered the question put by Jesus. Few, 
I venture to say, because it occurs to so 
few of us to face the question literally 
and realistically. It is altogether un- 
likely that such thoughts ever entered 
the minds of men like Ivan Kreuger and 
Samuel Insull, who “sold the truth to 
serve the hour” and “bartered with eter- 
nal God for power.” But what did it 
profit them to gain the whole world and 
lose their own souls? One committed 
suicide. The other fled from his coun- 
try, an exile in disgrace. 

“What shall a man give in exchange 
for his soul?” To recast the question in 
different terms: how much is a man’s 
soul worth to him? How shall he meas- 
ure it, weigh it, evaluate it? If that 
intangible entity we call “soul” is noth- 
ing but a great question mark, the an- 
swer is obvious. But let us probe more 
deeply. 

The soul has been defined as the “spir- 
itual, immaterial and immortal part in 
man as distinguished from the body; the 
essential part of a person’s identity; 
that part of a man’s nature where feel- 
ings, ideals and morals center.” Clearly, 
then, the soul is not something which 
may be studied under the microscope or 
in a test tube, nor is it comparable to 
a garment which may be purchased and 
worn; neither is it common property 


(Now turn to page 37) 





CuHuurcH MANAGEMENT for October, 1933 





Church Codes Start 


of codes. The following show ef- 

forts on the part of the churches 

to tie in church recovery with na- 
tional progress. 


Te are great days for all kinds 


PROPOSED CODE FOR CHURCH 
MEMBERS 


Believing—that National Recovery is 
dependent upon the moral and religious 
forces in the hearts of the citizens, we 
propose a national recovery in all the 
Churches by agreeing to the following 
code :— 

I. We agree to work not less than three 
hours a week in cultivating the right 
spirit of living for God and His Church, 
in our own life, as well as others. 


II. We agree to be present at all the 
public meetings of the church as a max- 
imum; the minimum of at least two a 
week, primarily Sunday School and 
Church, each Sunday. 

III. We agree to support the church 
with our share of money, the minimum 
being one-tenth of what we have to 
spend, and the maximum to be based 
on our sacrificial love for the Church. 

IV. We agree to assist every member 
of our family to be at church every 
Sunday, especially the children. 

V. We agree that children should not 
be sent to church and Sunday School, 

















Henry Edward Tralle 


DR. HENRY E. TRALLE 
Church Management 
Auditorium Building 

Cleveland, Ohio 


rata sum toward traveling expenses. 
| 


Consultation Service 


Dr. Henry E. Tratxe, as our educational ad- 
viser, is glad to answer, without charge or 
obligation of any kind, any questions regard- 
ing building and equipment. 
assistance in getting your church interested 
in a new building or in a remodeling project? 
Do you want to know how to make the best 
use of the rooms you have? Are there some 
problems of furnishings that perplex you? 
Do you need new floors in some of your 
present rooms? Have you a problem of re- 
location? Do you want to know of some of 
the newer trends in religious education? Do 
you need advice regarding the financing of a 
building or remodeling project? 


However small your project and whatever 
your problem, Doctor Tralle can help you. 
He is helping pastors everywhere. 
vice by mail is a part of the service of 
Church Management to its subscribers. 


It might be that you would like to have a visit from Doctor Tralle. 
that he will be near you within the next few weeks and could conveniently meet 
your committee in conference, without charge, or possibly with only a small pro- 


Address Most Convenient Office 


Do you want 


His ad- 


It is likely 


DR. HENRY E. TRALLE 
Church Management 
Hudson View Gardens, Pinehurst Ave. 
New York City 


























but should be accompanied by the adult 
members of the family. 

VI. We agree to share our faith with 
others in the community, endeavoring 
to get others to church with us. 

VII. We agree to exalt God and the 
Golden Rule in all our transactions. 

VIII. We agree to be loyal to and sup- 
port the program of the leaders of the 
church. 

IX. We agree to pray for and seek to 
sustain our Government of these United 
States. 

X. We agree to give the God of our 
Nation and the Church the first con- 
sideration on Sunday, before any thing 
else, for the day. 


START THE RECOVERY BY 
ATTENDING CHURCH SUNDAY 


The code appears on the church page 
of The Evening Gazette, Xenia, Ohio. 


A CODE FOR THE CHRISTIAN 


As a profound believer in and a fol- 
lower of Jesus Christ, I subscribe to the 
following code: 

1. “I will do my part” in living a life 
consistent with the 11th commandment 
given by Jesus. 

2. “I will do my part” by some daily 
act of helpfulness to one of my fellow- 
men. 

3. “I will do my part” by devoting not 
less than five minutes daily to prayer 
and meditation. 

4. “I will do my part” by giving finan- 
cial support regularly to my church and 
other kingdom enterprises to the best 
of my ability. 

5. “I will do my part” by inviting at 
least one non-church member to attend 
services with me every week. 

6. “I will do my part” by being pre- 
pared at any time to bear witness to 
Christ and his church. 

7. “I will do my part” by refusing to 
sanction any word or act that is not in 
harmony with my Master’s life and 
teachings. 

8. “I will do my part” by not only 
preaching but by living the Golden Rule. 

My acceptance of this code will be 
evidenced by my promise to attend at 
least one service of divine worship every 
Sunday for the next three months, un- 
less prevented by circumstances beyond 
my control. 

(Signed) 

This code was written by Roland Mer- 
nitz, of St. John’s Evangelical Church, 
Birmingham, Alabama, and appeared in 
his church publication, Our Church 
Organ. 


I Will Lift Up Mine Eyes 


By Grenville Kleiser 


To the heavenly hills 
I will lift up mine eyes, 
Whence cometh my help, 
The truth that is wise. 


Away from things sordid, 
Beyond earthly strife, 
I will lift mine eyes 
To eternal life. 
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The Barter of Life 
(Continued from page 36) 


which may be held jointly with others, 
but a quality which is peculiarly one’s 
own; one’s inner self, man’s intrinsic 
value. Men and women who personify 
the best we know in life, we often refer 
to as “great souls.” Their personalities 
express a quality of life which lifts them 
above mediocrity; which cannot be 
wrested from them; which suffuses their 
lives with the joy of living and sustains 
them in adversity; which endures after 
they are gone. 


When we come to realize, then, that 
it is the soul of man which makes him 
what he is, makes him of worth, blesses 
his life with happiness and content- 
ment, what is there, indeed, of equal 
value for which to barter it? The an- 
swer seems too simple; so obvious, that 
we say “surely there is nothing which a 
man can give in exchange for his soul.” 
And having dismissed the question thus, 
how many proceed to lose themselves in 
the world’s mad scramble for gold, goods, 
power, pleasure, deceiving themselves! 

In his parable “The Battle of the 
Barns,” Jesus makes a clear distinction 
between wealth without and wealth 
within the human spirit. He tells the 
story of a rich farmer whose barns 
bulged with grain and he built greater 
barns. But his soul shrank, and after 
the completion of the larger barns he 
died. “Thou foolish one,” said Jesus, 
“this night is thy soul required of thee.” 
To Jesus the one priceless thing in all 
the universe was human personality. 
Whenever he touched on the world of 
things it was to throw into clear relief 
the intrinsic value of the individual: 
“for your heavenly Father knoweth that 
ye have need of all these things. But 





seek ye first the kingdom of God, and | 
his righteousness; and all these things | 


shall be added unto you.” 


His point is | 


clear and unmistakable: “these things” | 


are to be added to life, and not life to 
“these things.” Jesus recognized that 
instrumental and material things are a 
necessary part of life but, he pointed 
out: “Man cannot live by bread alone.” 


The secret of man’s being is not only | 


to exist, but to achieve the noblest form 
of self-development, self-expression, self- 
realization; to live for something worthy. 
It is to wish for worth. Men earnestly 
desire the enduring satisfactions in life. 
The difficulty lies in knowing what they 
are, how to find them, and how to realize 
them after they are discovered. What 
would we not give to know the secret of 
happiness, of the good life? And what 
would we give in exchange for that hap- 
piness, once attained? 

One of the chief functions of religion 
is to enable us to discover these true 
values, and through them to realize hap- 
piness and the abundant life. Today, 
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a day. 


cnneueteemeatiies 


25 Beacon Street 





SIXTY MILLION AMERICANS 


are said to have no church. Some of these 
are passing your church every day. Do 
they find anything that touches a re- 
sponsive chord? 


THE WAYSIDE COMMUNITY PUL- 
PIT always has something worth while 
to say; something that makes each person 
think; and people form the habit of al- 
ways reading each quotation. 


Can you afford not to take advantage of 
this most effective method of church-door 
publicity? The cost is about two cents 


Write today for free descriptive circular of the Wayside Com- 
munity Pulpit Bulletin Board, the Wayside Community Pulpit 
sheets (one for every week in the year), and the Changeable Let- 
ter Device, for announcement of regular and special services, etc. 


The Wayside Community Pulpit 


Boston, Mass. 























TORIES for the Nursery Class are be- 

loved by all children. The great teach- 
ers of all time—even the Greatest Teacher 
of all—were tellers of stories. 


The beautiful stories of the Bible as pre- 
pared for teachers’ use in the two new 
Standard Courses for the Nursery Depart- 
ment, make permanent impressions on the 
minds of children. In full colors, the sup- 
porting material for the child is the finest 
ever offered—comprehensive, complete—of 
absorbing interest. 


Send at once for our new Free Book— 
First Aid for the Nursery Department, 
along with specimen lessons and teaching 
helps. Start the new Church School year 
with Standard Lessons and supplies. 


Similar Free Packets are available for the Be- 


ginners’, Primary, Junior, Intermediate and 
Young People’s Departments. Tell us the ones 
in which you are interested, the number of 
pupils, and whether you use graded or uniform 


lessons. Write today. 


THE STANDARD PUBLISHING CO. 


8th & Cutter Sts. Dept. CM-101 Cincinnati, O. 


Say: “I saw it in Church Management,” when writing advertisers. 


It identifies you. 
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RESULTS! 


If You SAVE and DEPOSIT 
just a FEW CENTS a DAY— 


$ 6,000 


to your family in event of your previous 
6,000 jeath. 


cash when you reach age 65 


if death is accidental. 


12,000 
35:2 


per week for accident disability 
up to 2 years. 


per week for sickness disability 
up to 60 weeks. 


28.00 


28:00 
60:00 


Complete Coverage PLUS 


per week EXTRA if trained nurse or 
hospitalization is required. 


a month for permanent total disability 


Sound Investment 


Wouldn’t you like to know what a small, 
systematic saving will do for you and yours? 


Just fill and mail the coupon—No obligation, No agent, 
No trouble, No postage. 


Send Coupon in today— 


THE MINISTERS CASUALTY UNION 


Orgenized 1900 
15th Floor, Wesley Temple , 


Please tell me about your Complete Coverage Combination as announced in the October 
Church Management. 


Minneapolis, Minn. 


a a a a ee Te ee ee a Ey CREE ne Eee 
(PLEASE PRINT) 

a CRT ER St RE FL SR ET TTI TE 2 OE OE EAT OEE ee ETN een 

De rata ceieb aii Z RR ee TEN NNO EE 

i Se ae a a eee eee 


Life, Accident and Sick Benefit Insurance at Bottom Cost for Clergymen only 
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fear, insecurity, loss of self-respect 
haunt the lives of millions of un- 
employed men and women in our 
country, and hang like a sword of 
Damocles over the heads of millions 
more who fear the same fate. With the 
spectre of starvation haunting men’s 
lives, what shall become of their souls? 
Millions no longer strive for happiness 
and self-realization, but only for food; 
just food enough to keep “body and soul 
together.” How paradoxical, in the rich- 
est nation in the world, in a country 
over-flowing with wealth, raw materials, 
machines, and goods without end that 
this should be true. Would that this de- 
pression might teach us one thing: 
namely, that we have bartered our souls 
for mistaken, worthless values. This 
fault is not peculiar to our generation, 
but it is more apparent than in the past 
generations because the machine age has 
put such overwhelming emphasis on 
goods and materials; on quantity rather 
than quality. For an abundance of 
things, we have bartered “the abundant 
life.” Our time, our talents, our energies 
we have expended for “improved means 
to unimproved ends,” as Thoreau so 
discerningly phrased it. 


It is time we sensed the truth in these 
familiar lines: 

“The World is too much with us; late 

and soon 

Getting and spending, we lay waste 

our powers; 

Little we see in nature that is ours; 

We have given our hearts away, a sor- 

did boon!” 

We all know of individuals who, 
though they have everything that money 
can buy, are wretchedly unhappy, lonely, 
bored by existence; attacked by fears, 
ill-health, old age; haunted by a sense 
of the futility and emptiness of their 
lives. Some, fortunately, come to realize 
before it is too late, that they have in 
truth gained the whole world and lost 
their own souls. They are driven by 
their own necessity to the discovery of 
these simple fundamental and enduring 
“goods” of life: friendship, a good name, 
and a worthy purpose. 


Personalities that have been warped 
and hardened for want of companion- 
ship, love and understanding, blossom 
into beauty through the discovery of a 
friend. “What is the secret of your 
life?” said Elizabeth Barrett Browning 
to Charles Kingsley. “Tell me that I 
may make mine beautiful also.” “I had 
a friend,’ was the reply. “Without a 
friend thou canst not live well,” wrote 
Thomas a Kempis in his great work, 
“The Imitation of Christ.” Today how 
heartening it is to find an individual 
who, though he has lost all his material 
possessions, can still say with Shake- 
speare, “I am wealthy in my friends.” 

How else can men count their wealth 
today? In these days of dwindling for- 

(Now turn to page 41) 
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Sunday 


Sickness 


A Visual Sermonette For Rally Sunday 
By Arnold Carl Westphal 


Material Needed— 
Cardboard, glue, crayon or paints. 


Construction of Object— 

1. Cut a strip of cardboard, 3 x 14 
inches. 

2. Print the word BOASTER across 
it, and cut apart between the letters A 
and S. (See Fig. 5). 

3. Paste a narrower strip on the back 
of the card BOA, and form a slide on 
the back of card STER. (Fig. 3). A 
should slide under B. 

4. Print the letter D on the slide strip, 
as in Fig. 1. 

5. Make a trough on the bottom of 
Card BOA, as in Fig. 5. This is made 
by two small strips. See end view in 
Fig. 4. 

6. Cut three cards as in Fig. 2, print- 
ing the letters C R O on them, respec- 
tively. These are to fit in the trough. 


The Lesson 

Do you know anybody who enjoys poor 
health? There are lots of girls and boys 
who do enjoy poor health on Sundays, 
and they are usually sick then just be- 
tween certain hours, and not all day. 
They get an attack about the time the 
first bell rings for Sunday School. As 
soon as Sunday School has started they 
get well, but they were too sick to go 
cn time, and they can’t go late. A doc- 
tor is never called for this kind of sick- 
ness. If he was called he would say it is 


it “Sunday Sickness’ which means the 
same thing. 

There are all kinds of boys and girls 
who stay out of Sunday School, even 
when they are not sick. For instance, 
there is this kind of a boy who stays out. 
(Hold up BOASTER.) 

1. He is a BOASTER. The teacher 
calls on him, and invites him to come. 
He immediately speaks up big and says, 
“Sure, teacher, I will come, and believe 
me, when I come I will bring about a 
half dozen others with me. We will 
make a real class down there.” 

The teacher waits for him, but he 
never comes. She decides he is just a big 
bluff, a BOASTER. 

2. (Put letter C over B.) Then we 
have another kind of boy. He is a 
COASTER. A COASTER is a wagon 
that won’t run unless it runs down hill, 
or somebody pushes or pulls it. The 
teachers asks this boy to come. He says, 
“Well, teacher, if you send somebody 
after me Sunday mornings, I will come, 
because I don’t like to come alone.” 
That boy is a COASTER. He won't 
move on to Sunday School unless some- 
body pushes or pulls him there. 

3. (Remove the C and put the R 
over the B.) Here is a third boy. He is 
a ROASTER. When anybody makes fun 
over us, we say, “They are roasting us.” 

The teacher goes to see this boy. He 
just laughs and says, “Me go to Sunday 
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‘WoRSHIP. 
‘and PRAISE 








OwWe?r TO RALLY 
YOUR PEOPLE 


The forces of Christ are gath- 
ering for a great advance. Fer- 
vent church music provides 
the necessary accompaniment. 
A singing church is a conquer- 
ing church. 


Youwill find in ‘Worship and Praise”’ 
a sound collection of favorite hymns 
as well as new and old Gospel songs 
that have won a place in the hearts 
of worshippers. 


Rich in Teaching Power 
The orders of worship and responsive reading 
sections of “Worship and Praise’ encourage 
natural easy and spontaneous participation in 
Worship service, School sessions, Young Peo- 
ple’s meetings and Evangelistic gatherings. 


Double Duty—Double Value 
Avoid price increase by acting now 
Present Prices: Rich leather-grained cloth, gold 
stamped $40 per 100. Serviceable russet Bris- 
tol $25 per 100. Fully orchestrated. 11 instru- 
ments. 8 volumes—$10, Prices not prepaid. 


Budget Saving Plan 
Provides new Song Books without added ex- 
pense. Has won success for other church pro- 
jects as well. Used successfully by hundreds 
of churches. Details free. 

Note:—If a larger book is wanted check 
coupon for a sample copy of “Hymns 
of Praise Numbers One and Two Com- 
bined”—500 numbers—now only $55 
per 100 (formerly $60) not prepaid. 


HOPE PUBLISHING 


ESTABLISHED 1692 


only the best it song books 
5709-P West Lake St., Chicago, III. 


Gentlemen—Our Church needs the spiritual stimulus of 
new Song Books, Please send returnable sample copies 
as indicated—also details Budget-Saving Plans. 


(0 ‘‘Worship and Praise’’ [bined”’ 
C] ‘‘Hymns of Praise Numbers One and Two Com- 


Name 


Address 


City 
Church 
IS cinsicacssinescinctsniiliennnindsbebinnacseesanieiows , 


PE cacvscncecenss sonstsnanentciarnsecmcotonss a isccncitreesbinwiea 





roof would fall in if I came. No, I don’t 
believe in Sunday School. That’s for 
girls and sissies.” Now that boy is a 
ROASTER, because he makes fun over 
all who go to Sunday School. He may 
change his mind some day. 

4. (Pull out the object to position of 
Fig. 8.) This is another kind of boy. 
He is a ROADSTER. Every Sunday he 
goes out on the road, perhaps with his 
father or mother, or both. Out in the 
automobile, for the day. He takes to the 








Memory 
Verse and 
Attendance 


Cards 


5 Designs 


Full infor- 
mation about 
these beauti- 








ful Cardsf. sete | 
upon request |. Pee 











SEND FOR THE NEW 
RALLY DAY AND 
CHRISTMAS CATALOG 


Free to Teachers and Officers 


WM. H. DIETZ 


20 E. RANDOLPH ST., CHICAGO 











IN THE FIELD OF RELIGIOUS DRAMA 


ELDRIDGE PRESENTS... 


THE LONESOME BIBLES .... 
by Wm. H. Leach, Editor Church Manage- 
ment. A novel short pay for 4m, 4w, teach- 
ing an effective lesson -_-_--—-Price, 25 cents 

” ~ ~ 


DRAMATIZED SERMONETTES. . 


Short piays to be used both with the sermon 


and separately___--_----------Price, 50 cents 
EFFECTIVE READINGS AND RECI- 


TATIONS FOR CHURCH AFFAIRS 
A much-needed book for all church functions 
for young or old. Sacred—Philosophical— 
tiumorous ~5----5----5----5- Price, aS cents 
SPECIAL DAY PANTOMIMES FOR . 
CHURCH AND SUNDAY SCHOOL 


Directions for pantomiming fourteen songs for 
Christmas, Easter, Mother’s Day, etc._._-~- 
__Price, 40 cents 


Send today for a big free ‘Cibdiiase of 
CLEAN PLAYS AND ENTERTAINMENTS 
from “The House That Helps” 


Eldridge Entertainment House, Inc. 
Dept. C 
Franklin, Ohio and 


Denver, Colo. 














Thought-provoking 
PARAGRAPHS FOR EVERY DAY 


are found in TO-DAY, the pocket-size 
devotional monthly magazine which is 
being widely used for family devotions 
and personal meditation. For each day 
of the month an outstanding churchman 
prepares a spiritual message based on a 
scripture text, and suggests a Bible read- 
ing and a prayer. Two years, $1.00; one 
year, 60 cents. 


For a free sample copy address 
THE WESTMINSTER PRESS 
916-M Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia 


























A Sunday School 
Hymnal 


of hopeful, helpful, op- 
timistic Songs that 


| Gloria 


have ANIMATION 
WITHOUT FRIVOL- 
ITY. Ministers invited 
to send for copy. 


in 


\Excelsis 


E: rerie.. HALL MACK CO. 
21 Arch Str. _Phila., Pa. 
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A REMINDER OF CHURCH VOWS 


Old First Church (Presbyterian), San- 
dusky, Ohio, uses from time to time a 
communion attendance record which is 
different. It carries the church covenant 
which was entered into by the member 


when joining the church. The communi- 
cant is asked to write in the date of his 
admission to the church. 

It is not a half bad idea to remind 
communicant members of these vows 
which meant much to them when fresh 
in their religious experience. 





THE OLD FIRST CHURCH, SANDUSKY, OHIO 





I Answer: 
Question: 


Answer: 





SACRAMENTAL COVENANT 


On the...... fe A ee, ee » I made the following sacred Ss 
C promises to Almighty God and to His Church into which I was received as 
a member of His Body. U 
O Question: Do you believe the Lord Jesus Christ to be the Son of God and 
the Saviour of the World? N 
M Answer: I do so believe. ps 
# Question: Do you, humbly repenting of your sins and earnestly desiring to 
be saved from their penalty and power, accept the Lord Jesus 
i { Christ as YOUR Saviour and His cross and precious blood as the F 
price of your personal redemption? 
U Answer: I do, with gratitude and love to Him, accept this great gift. E 
Question: Will you promise to forsake every known sin, to live an earnest, 


: faithful Christian life, to imitate the example of the life of Jesus, B 

N to confess him daily by your life before men, and set an example 24 
in all things, for His sake? 

I will promise to do all this with God’s help. 
Will you, as a member of this Church, be faithful in your attend- ] 

ance on its services, will you support it by your prayers, your r 
oO good works and your gifts, so long as you are a member of it? 
This I willingly engage to do. 


ee ee 


ot i ge, eer 











Please Sign and Drop on Collection Plate Sunday Morning 














road. If they don’t take him out, he 
goes for a hike. This boy is a ROAD- 
STER. 


5. (Place the letter O over the A, and 
close to position of Fig. 9.) This boy 
is a ROOSTER. He doesn’t come, be- 
cause he stays in bed too long on Sunday 
morning. He stays in the ROOST until 
after the last bell has rung for Sunday 
School. 


6. Wouldn’t it be sad if all the boys 


and girls were BOASTERS, or COAST- 
| ERS, or ROASTERS, or ROADSTERS, 


or ROOSTERS? If all were like that, 
there wouldn’t be a Sunday School. 

There is still another kind of boy or 
girl. (Take the letter R off the B and 
show BOOSTER.) This is the kind of 
boys and girls that make a good Sun- 
day School. 

How many would like to be that kind 
of a boy or girl? 


Additional Step 
If further steps are desired, take three 


| strips of cardboard and print the number 


1 on each of them. Hold up one and 
ask what it is. They will say 1. Hold 
up the other two, singly, and they will 


| say each is 1. 


Then place two of them side by side 
and draw out from them that when 
placed together, the number is not only 
2 but 11. Likewise put the three to- 
gether, to make 111. Show that when 
the 1 is separate it is only one, but when 





it works together with other ones, it 
grows rapidly. Likewise, boys and girls 
when working together, can soon make 
the Sunday School grow to big propor- 
tions. 


$1000 OFFERED IN AWARDS 


Awards totaling over One Thousand 
Dollars are being offered from private 
funds through The Golden Rule Founda- 
tion, New York, N. Y., for the best thrift 
and household economy suggestions re- 
sulting from the experience of individ- 
uals and families during the depression. 

Tragic reversals of fortune and radical 
readjustments of personal budgets dur- 
ing the past three years have taught 
American families many lessons which 
may be of permanent value as guides to 
simpler but happier living. Awards are 
offered for the purposes of drawing out 
and conserving these constructive ex- 
periences of the depression. The Thrift 
Contest is open to all citizens and wilil 
include awards for the best suggestions 
on economy and thrift in all depart- 
ments of the personal and family budget, 
including food, clothing, amusements, 
Christmas and anniversary giving. The 
awards seek especially to discover new 
methods of supplementing family in- 
come. 

Detailed information concerning the 
conditions of the competition for the 
awards is available from The Golden 
Rule Foundation, Lincoln Building, New 
York, N. Y. 
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The Barter of Life 
(Continued from page 38) 


tunes who are the wealthiest people? 
Are they the individuals who count their 
wealth in units of gold and goods or 
those who measure in terms of intrinsic, 
enduring values? Are they not the ones 
who can say with Iago, 

“Good name in man and woman, dear 

my Lord, 

Is the immediate jewel of their souls: 

Who steals my purse steals trash; ’tis 

something, nothing; 

’Twas mine, ’tis his, and has been slave 

to thousands; 

But he that filches from me my good 

name 

Robs me of that which not enriches 

him 

And makes me poor indeed.” 

In these days of disappointment 
and disillusionment who are the happiest 
people, the most successful, the most 
honored? I venture to say they are the 
school teachers, college professors and 
educators in all realms, who are devot- 
ing their time and talents to developing 
into fine manhood and womanhood the 
youth of our land; the physicians like 
Sir Wilfred Grenfell who have dedicated 
their lives to the task of saving other 
lives; scientists like Albert Einstein and 
Madame Curie; philosophers like John 
Dewey; pioneers in the great causes of 
world peace, economic justice and the 
building of a better social order, like 
Jane Addams and Frances Perkins; ar- 
tists, poets, sculptors, writers, composers, 
musicians, and all those who create or 
interpret that which is beautiful, true 
and good. All these enduring satisfac- 
tions are without money and without 
price. 

* a * 

What a chance mankind has today to 
lay hold on the improved means of 
modern life and dedicate them to im- 
proved ends; to exchange the instru- 
mental values for eternal values, and to 
realize the abundant life. There never 
was such a chance in history! 

What are you doing with your life? 
Have you found something worth living 
for? Each of us should ask himself 
these questions “for of all sad 
words of tongue or pen, the saddest are 
these, ‘it might have been.’” There 
awaits each one of us some truth to dis- 
cover, some beauty to create, some good- 
ness to achieve, some spiritual value to 
express, some wrong to right, some 
humanitarian cause to serve. If you are 
not seeking in life for these intrinsic 
values, if you have not dedicated your 
life to these noble ends, then indeed you 
are bartering your life for naught, and 
ne accumulation of money or posses- 
sions, however vast, can make you 
happy. 

“He that findeth his life shall lose it. 
And he that loseth his life for my sake 
shall find it.” 














WITH A RUSH! 


In the six days of the first week in September, the mails brought four campaigns for opera- 


tion during the 1933-34 season. 
Denominations. 


CHURCHES ARE ON THEIR WAY BACK !— 


The N.R.A. should mean as much to churches as to industry. Let your church participate 
in the period of recovery towards prosperity both spiritually and financially. 


MILLIONS OF DOLLARS FOR HUNDREDS OF CHURCHES 


—representing eighteen denominations in over twenty-two years. . . 


Representing Baptist, Cong’l, Episcopal and Lutheran 


Write today. 
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352 MUSICAL NUMBERS—26 PAGES OF RE- 
SPONSIVE READINGS, BIBLE PRAYERS, ETC, 


Sones that people love and sing with fervor; songs 
that awaken a sense of the goodness of God and our need of Him 
are one of the minister’s most potent aids in winning souls. 


“Tabernacle Hymns Number Three”—voices deep personal re- 
ligious experience in every number. The works of all the great 
hymn writers adorn its pages. The older folks love it because it 
contains the old familiar hymns and songs they know so well. 
The younger folks love it because of its rich selection of stirring 


new melodies. 


The profound power and popularity of this matchless collection in winning 
numbers and rousing zeal has made it the choice of live churches and earned 
for it the merited title “Song Book of the Nation.” 


New Books for 1,000 Churches 


In eighteen montks more than a thousand churches have secured “Tabernacle 
Hymns Number 1.:ree” without adding a penny to their budget obligations. 
With prompt action youcan do the same. Mail the coupon below for particulars. 


Unrivalled Values at 
Present Low Prices 


These cannot long pom prompt ac- 
tion is to your advantage. Pestors, 
superintendents and choir directors 
unite in praising the spiritual and musi- 
cal fullness of this all-purpose book. 
Bound substantially in silk cloth, gold 
embossed, well made for long service, 
$50.00 per 100. Durable paper covers 
$32.50 per 100. Prices not prepaid. 
Orchestrated for 11 instruments—com- 
plete in eight books, set of 8 Vol. $16.00. 
Single copy each $2.25. 


Write today for returnable sample copy 


and budget saving plan. Test personally " 

the musical richness and spiritual reach Name--____ -_---------------------------- 
of this truly great hymnal. SS EEE 
TABERNACLE § cturen& denom 
PUBLISHING COMPANY ite eT Sa ee 


324-P N. Waller Ave., Chicago 





Please send returnable sample of “Taber- 
nacle Hymns Number Three” and details 
of Budget Saving Plan. 
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TABERNACLE PUBLISHING CO. 


324-P North Waller Avenue 
CHICAGO, ILL. 
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TO CHICAGO 
FOR THE FAIR? 


If so, by all means (1) hear 
the famous Deagan Caril- 
lon playing ow from the 
tower of the Hall of Science 
and (2) visit one of the 
world’s most interesting 
plants—the home of Dea- 
gan Chimes. 


To visit the Deagan plant, 
simply telephone Lake 
View 4364 and all necessary 
arrangements will be made. 
You will not be obligated. 


J. C. DEAGAN, Inc. 
199 DEAGAN BUILDING CHICAGO 


The price range of Tower Chimes places them 
within reach of every congregation. Write for 
information. 
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BELLEVUE STRATFORD 


Mention Philadelphia to world 
travellers and they'll say—‘‘Bellevue- 
Stratford”. This famous hotel has 
always attracted those who appreciate 
the finer things of life; those whose ex- 
perience has taught them where to find 
facilities, comforts and services in the 
fullest measure. 

Rates consistent with present times. 
CLAUDE H. BENNETT, Gen'l Mgr. 


IN PHILADELPHIA 














HOTEL DENNIS 


ATLANTIC CITY, NEW JERSEY 
ON THE BOARDWALK 


American and European Plans. 
Rates in line with the times. 
Garage on Premises 


Walter J. Buzby, Inc, 
























Publish A Paper 


AFFORD Churches or Societies in- 
terested in publishing a 
Parish Paper should get our 
plan. Samples FREE. 


W The Parish Paper Press 
Drawer D PANA, ILLINOIS 


























The Chicago Theological Seminary 


A graduate school, training 
men and women for the min- 
istry and other forms of religious 
and social work. Located at 
the heart of America’s greatest 
laboratory for urban and rural 
research. 

Affiliated with the Univer- 
sity of Chicago. Flexible mod- 
ern curriculum. Opportunities 
for field work and self-help to 
qualified students. Further in- 
formation on request. 


ALBERT W. PALMER 
President 


5757 University Avenue 
Chicago 
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The Empty House 
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When the unclean spirit is gone out of 
the man, he walketh through the dry 
places, seeking rest, and findeth none. 
Then he saith, I will return unto my 
house from whence I came out; and 
when he is come, he findeth it empty, 
swept, and garnished. Then goeth he, 
and taketh with himself seven other 
spirits more wicked than himself, and 
they enter in and dwell there: and the 
last state of the man is worse than the 
first. Even so shall it be with this 
wicked generation. Matt. 12: 43-45. 


House in which the Master com- 

pared a man’s evil life to a house 
that needed cleaning out and refurnish- 
ing. The owner proceeded to empty the 
house of his life of all its old contents. 
But when that was done he let the mat- 
ter rest there. And in the end his trag- 
edy was only deepened. 

An empty house always provokes curi- 
osity and inspires fear. There was a 
time when it meant comfort, shelter, 
home, life, but for some reason the 
owner emptied it of everything. It may 
have been for renovation; it may have 
been because of death, or plague, or do- 
mestic trouble. Ever since it has re- 
mained unoccupied. One hears no voices, 
no laughter, no footsteps. The only 
sounds are the scratching of mice, the 
creaking of doors, the cracking of joists, 
and everywhere one sees the fingermarks 
of the hand of decay. 


I 

How like the circumstances of many 
people’s lives! Men and women decide 
that they are done with their present 
way of life. It has not given the satis- 
factions they had hoped, and it has 
brought difficulties they had not ex- 
pected. They are determined to be rid 


se is the Parable of The Empty 


of their old habits and practices, pro- 
crastination, jealousy, bitterness, garru- 
lousness, or perhaps the coarser sins of 
the flesh. They work with diligence un- 
til the house is clean and empty of 
everything. They see the evil they have 
driven out slinking off down the road 
and finally disappearing around the cor- 
ner. 

Days pass comfortably. Then near the 
dusk of a hot sultry afternoon the old 
evil comes gliding back from out the 
surrounding wood. It looks in through 
the windows to the rooms where it had 
lived so long as master. They are still 
empty. It beckons, and from nearby hid- 
ing places seven others, worse than it- 
self, come running. They burst into the 
empty house and seize it for themselves. 
The poor bewildered householder finds 
his condition seven times worse than 
before. 

That is the common experience of 
men and women. They have driven out 
the old personality-destroying habits 
and influences. But they have failed to 
be as positive toward the good, toward 
refurnishing the houses of their lives 
with personality-creating habits and in- 
fluences. Their attitude is rather one of 
neutrality, content with its achievement 
of expulsion. But mere neutrality never 
gives that mastery over life that can 
prevent the ever-waiting evil from re- 
turning to occupy its former place. In 
the absence of such positive mastery 
there is no influence to keep the old 
habits at bay. And they return with ap- 
petites sharpened and with strength in- 
creased because of their previous expul- 
sion. 

II 

The perils of the empty house are very 
imminent at present for the national 
life. Governmental action and public 
opinion are uniting to sweep the eco- 
nomic house clean. A great many of 
the interests concerned are glad to have 
it done. They feel it is necessary for 
their continued existence. But what af- 
ter the house has been cleaned? What 
of the refurnishing of the American eco- 
nomic house? Or will we leave the house 
empty as so many of these same inter- 
ests are hoping? 

What positive features and ideas 
should we bring into our corporate eco- 
nomic life, in order to keep our next 
condition from being seven times worse 
than our first? 

1. There is need to realize that the 
business man is not the only important 
figure on the stage of the development 
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of American life. Up to the present 
the history of this country has been oc- 
cupied chiefly with industrial develop- 
ment. Naturally this concentration of 
attention has given an expanded feeling 
of importance to economic enterprise, 
and to economic enterprise of a partic- 
ular kind, namely that which is con- 
ducted with the aim of making the 
largest possible profit. Over the years 
the sentiment has become prevalent that 
the economic side of life is a law unto 
itself. It has resisted judgment and cor- 
rection, and condemned criticism of its 
procedure by every expedient. It has 
regarded itself as a separate entity with 
its own rules in the social order. 

A very interesting parallel can be 
traced here between this attitude and 
the attitude of kings centuries ago. At 
one time royalty asserted “the divine 
right of kings.” It is paralleled today 
by the attitude which might be called 
“the divine right of industry.” In past 
days people said “The king can do no 
wrong.” We have grown accustomed to 
hearing, “In the pursuit of profits in- 
dustry can do no wrong.” In the case 
of industry and of royalty this attitude 
is simply a delusion of grandeur. We 
need to rid ourselves of this delusion of 
grandeur in business, and to substitute 
for it the idea that while business is 
important, it is not all important in de- 
veloping American life. At the present 
time there is nothing that is more im- 
portant for the future of American life 
than honest disinterested political serv- 
ice on the part of the best educated and 
most prominent citizens. There are few 
things more important than a press free 
from partisan interests, which can be 
depended upon to give accurate sum- 
maries of national and international 
news, without the bias of sectional inter- 
est, or the vivid colors of the propaganda 
of particular groups. There is tremen- 
dous need for a new conception of the 
work of the lawyer, the work of the 
teacher, and the work of the minister 
of religion. And if the American people 
are to realize their possible national de- 
velopment there must be a new idea of 
work—work for the sake of its crafts- 
manship or its service rather than its 
commercial value and its possible per- 
centage of profit. 


2. It is necessary too that we refur- 
nish the house of American economic 
life with more consideration for the 
common man. Industry has forgotten 
its responsibility for the common man 
who works for it and whose labor sus- 
tains it. Industry is very particular to 
look after its property, its machinery, its 
capital investment, but the man who 
costs the company nothing to place him 
in front of the machinery as part of the 
necessary equipment, and who costs the 
company nothing for replacement when 
old age comes, because parents and the 
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Make November Loyalty Month 


CAMPAIGN for loyalty. 
Consecration means paid 
Get loyalty and you get all. 


consecration. 
up pledges. 


This is a carefully developed program which 
helps the average church to get its big lift for 
the winter months. 
signature. 


on the stamps. 


The first item is a pastoral letter asking the 
members to pledge attendance at the Sunday 
and mid-week services during November. 
Mind you this is a pledge for loyalty—not 
With the letter goes a pledge 
card. When this is returned it is filed and 


for money. 


Auditorium Building 





A Program Which Produces 


the signer sent a loyalty bond. The holder 
clips the couons as he attends the services 
and puts them on the collection plates. The 
back of the pledge card offers a form for check- 
ing the attendance. 


The revised program for 1933 offers an en- 
progra 


Loyalty begets 


It comes ready for your 


All you need to do is to sign the tirely new letter, in more attractive dress, 
letters, put them in your envelopes and put 


written to make a strong appeal of loyalty in 
these difficult times. ‘‘Not yours, but you,” it 
pleads. In addition we are including this 
year attractive window and wall posters urging 
that all ‘“‘Make November Loyalty Month.” 

If you desire samples of forms to present to 
your board they will be gladly sent, without 
cost, upon request. 


CHURCH Wor Lp Press, INc. 
Cleveland, Ohio 
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“The greatest singer to visit our city since the days of Sankey”— 
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“He is rightly named ‘Vandall’. He will steal your heart with his 
song’”’—Dr. John Lakin Brasher, Ist M. E. Church, Boaz, Ala. 
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Dr. Emory W. Petticord, Pastor 1st Ev. 


“A beautiful singer and a christian gentleman’’-——Dr. Joseph Owen, 
Pres. John Fletcher College. 


d Address—303 Brittain Road - . 
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state have seen to the upbringing of 
children, is often hired and fired simply 
at the economic convenience of the en- 
terprise for which he works. 

The common man must live by his 
labor. He owns neither the ground 
whereon he works, the machinery with 
which he works, nor the product of his 
work. These things are all to others. 
All he has is his job. His job alone is 
between him and poverty. Yet in spite 
of all our fine phrases and political the- 
ories his job is not something that he 
can barter or dispose of at his will. His 
job is bartered with and disposed of 
within the very narrow limits that ill- 
regulated competition in the hands of 
profit-seeking men permit. And the re- 
sult practically forces him to take what 
he can get, and with no surety for any 
future continuance. 

Here are two ideas then with which 
the economic house must be refurnished 
First, a living should have the same 
charge against the production of indus- 


try that the stockholders’ dividends do. 
But at present that is not recognized. 
Paul H. Douglass showed in the World 
Tomorrow that in 16,000 manufacturing 
concerns during the first half of 1932, 
dividends were about 60% above divi- 
dends for 1926; while wages were only 
38% of the 1926 total. That leads to this 
second thing, closely tied up with the 
first. When a man throws in his lot 
with an industry, that industry is mor- 
ally responsible for his future welfare in 
times of good work and bad, just as the 
industry is responsible for the capital 
invested in it. Why should it be that 
the worker is always discharged in or- 
der that dividends can be maintained? 
Why would it not be as fair to return 
part of the capital investment in order 
to cut dividends so that wages might 
be maintained? Yet we never hear of 
this latter. 

3. We need a new set of ideas about 
trustworthiness in the handling of 
money. Public opinion would roundly 
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condemn a surgeon who, while under 
the influence of drugs, performed an op- 
eration in which his misjudgment cost 
the patient’s life. The patient en- 
trusted his life to the surgeon and the 
surgeon was not fit to receive the trust. 

Suppose another case. A man and 
wife well along in years entrust their life- 
time accumulation of money to another 
for safe-keeping and investment, in or- 
der that they might spend their re- 
maining days in comfort and dignity. 
But if that other, in the full posses- 
sion of all his senses, loses that money 
by playing crap with it on the Stock 
Exchange, so that the means of living 
for his two clients are lost, then that 
man is as guilty toward society as is 
the surgeon. He was not fit for his 
trust. There must be the same demands 
of character made upon those who have 
the custody and investment of money, 
as are made upon the doctor and the 
minister. For any future safety we must 
refurnish the house with such attitudes 
of trustworthiness in the handling of 
money. 

Should we simply clean house, and then 
leave it empty, there will be no positive 
repelling power to keep at bay the old 
forces of evil that are desirous, as soon 
as conditions are propitious, of sitting 
once again in the high places. 


III 

There is still the empty house of in- 
ternational life. Too often we are con- 
tent to thank God that the house of 
war has been swept clean, that there is 
“peace”—emptiness! And meanwhile we 
are doing little or nothing to refurnish 
the empty house with peace furnishings. 
We are not bringing in attitudes of per- 
sonal world friendship; we have no posi- 
tive friendly interest in other nationals. 
Rather we speak of preserving our neu- 
trality—our emptiness—and we dread the 
contamination of internationalism. Mean- 


| while the demons of distrust, suspicion, 
| and national bigotry are creeping back 








35 and 16 mm silent motion pictures, 
religious, educational and entertain- 
ment, filmslides, glass slides, projec- 
jectors and accessories. 


IDEAL PICTURES CORP. 
CHICAGO : MINNEAPOLIS 


RAISE MONEY 


QUICKLY - EASILY 


We have a plan that has been employed 
with unusual success right through the 
depression by church and women’s or- 
ganizations desiring to raise funds. 
Write today for complete information. 
Miraco Flake Co., Dept. A-9, Racine, 
Wisconsin. 














again. And before we know it they will 
have seized the international house and 
we will be at it again. And if the pros- 
pect is that our next condition will be 
seven times worse than our last, we can- 
not afford from any point of view to be 
neutral about this matter of world peace. 
IV 

The perils of The Empty House are 
ever with us. But for Christian people 
there can be no such thing as neutrality 
in these matters, there can be no such 
thing as an Empty House. At the heart 
of the Christian faith is a two-sided 
experience. There is the expulsion of 
evil. And then there is the filling of the 
life with Christian attitudes. The strong- 
est power in the world for opposing evil 
is the repelling power of a positive 
Christian attitude. 





The Kingdom of Christ 
(Continued from page 24) 


What shall we say more? Time would 
fail us to mention the galaxy of men 
and women who alone saw a vision of 
the Church. For instance, Robert Raikes 
who alone saw the significance of the 
Sunday School; William Booth who 
alone saw the Salvation Army permeat- 
ing the slums and lifting them Christ- 
ward; George Williams who alone saw 
the Christ in the Young Men’s Chris- 
tian Association; Arthur Nash who alone 
dared the Golden Rule in Business; 
Frances Willard who alone saw the Pro- 
hibition of Intoxicants slowly but surely 
leavening the world for sobriety; Jane 
Addams who alone saw the intrinsic 
value of Hull House in the social and 
economic life of an industrial environ- 
ment. . 

Neither time nor space can here be 
given the myriad sons and daughters 
whose timely visions have constantly in- 
spired courage and confidence. Records 
—both sacred and secular—abound with 
individuals who alone saw his own re- 
spective vision. For example, Simon 
Bolivar saw five republics of freemen 
rise from the depths of anarchy, and 
Louis Pasteur beheld the kingdom of 
Disease slowly transformed into the 
blessed kingdom of Health and Happi- 
ness. Indeed, history is white with those 
whose visions have enriched and in- 
debted the race forever. 

But seeing visions is a lonely and haz- 
ardous vocation. Ignorance and super- 
stition invariably pay the prophet in per- 
secution and—death. And yet, what a 
priceless recompense! Constellation 
more nearly defines the true prophet 
than any other word. It means “studded 
with stars.” He is Courage walking alone 
in the wake of Defeat; he is Comfort 
healing the wounds of Misery; he is 
Hope hovering over Despair; but above 
all, he is ever the brightest Constella- 
tion in the glorious firmament of the 
everlasting Kingdom of the everlasting 
Christ. 
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Oh that I knew where I might find him. 
Job 23: 3 

Thou shalt find him, when thou search- 

est after him with all thy heart and 

with all thy soul. Deut. 4: 29 


thing higher and deeper and broader, 

greater, nobler than itself. That 
something will not be satisfied with its 
immediate environments and knowledge. 
It reaches out constantly into the beyond 
and the unknown. While walking in the 
narrow confines of earth we range the 
universe: existing in time we live in the 
endless stretches of eternity. It is the 
human soul which makes this necessary 
and possible. Though the soul has never 
been seen nor touched nor weighed nor 
analyzed, its power and influence have 
been felt through the entire universe and 
all time, motivating both. It is the one 
reality of our humanity. About it there 
is a wholesome discontent which is the 
sign, not of man’s littleness but his 
greatness, not of his weakness but his 
strength. 

It was this which made Robert Louis 
Stevenson declare as a young man 
“There is something in me struggling for 
utterance, as yet I know not what.” 
Wordsworth felt it when there welled up 
in him the knowledge that he was a 
dedicated spirit and that he must ful- 
fill vows which unknown to himself had 
been made. Such it was that Walt Whit- 
man knew when out under the prairie 
night sky he stretched wide his arms and 
embraced the entire universe. It found 
expression in Francis Bacon who became 
one of the greatest thinkers of the ages 
because he believed himself born for the 
service of mankind. This it was which 
spoke in the life of Abraham Lincoln. 
“Attending at one time a revival meet- 
ing where a Methodist minister was 
earnestly protesting against the wrong 
of slavery, he heard the preacher say 
‘Some day there will arise a man of 
vision and valor who will see the enor- 
mity of our national sin and will bravely 
strike the shackles from the black man’s 
wrist.’ In referring to the meeting after- 
ward the great Commoner said, ‘I knew 
that he was talking about me’.” Sum- 
ming it all up Emerson in a kind of 
panpsychism writes of the Over Soul 
which motivates, unifies, and brings to 
fruition the noblest and highest. 


[ ‘tine niene in our humanity is some- 


The Spiritual Challenge of the Ages 


In the individual this at first is unde- 
fined and its source unknown. We won- 





Our Inquiring Humanity 
By S. Wilmer Beitler 





S. WILMER BEITLER 


First Presbyterian Church, 
Butler, Pennsylvania. 

After spending 
a number of 
years in busi- 
ness, Mr. Beitler 
entered Prince- 
ton Theological 
Seminary for 
study. Follow- 
ing three years 
work there he 
went to Sayre, 
Pennsylvania, 
where he was 
pastor of the 
First Presbyterian Church for two 
years. Then for six years he was 
pastor of the First Presbyterian 
Church, Ingram (Pittsburgh), 
Pennsylvania. The past ten years 
have been spent in his present pas- 
torate. 


Pastor, 














der at our thoughts; we wonder at our 
actions. Yet, though vaguely, we have 


realized in our own experience that which | 





Will Durant says in discussing the meta- | 


physics of Aristotle, 


“Everything in the 


world is moved by an inner urge to be- | 


come something greater than it is.” All 
the discoveries and creations of ages, the 
conquest of the earth, the sea, the air, 
have been prompted by this challenge, 
yet have failed to fulfill or satisfy. In 
man the urge is toward his own com- 
pleteness which sooner or later he knows 
cannot be accomplished in or through 
the world without. 


It must be achieved | 


in and through the world within, the in- | 
ner content of his own soul conscious- | 


ness. 
*In a sermon recently published, Dr. 


Charles Steinmetz, the great scientific | 


genius, is quoted as saying in an inter- 
view shortly before his death, “The 
greatest discoveries of the near future 
will be in the realm of the spiritual,” 


which he emphasized as humanity’s | 


greatest need. 
view the writer goes on to say “In recent 
generations we have penetrated the 
secrets of the physical universe and har- 
nessed vast powers of nature to do our 


doing so—we have failed to find happi- 
ness, and our most urgent need is to 
make discoveries in the realm of the 


Summarizing this inter- | 


spirit—to lay hold upon the invisible | 
resources that are able to enrich our | 


souls and to produce nobler and happier 
living.” 





*“Riches of Grace,’’ Henry Wade DuBose. 
Christian Century Pulpit, April, 1933. 
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ple from your church. You must take ad- 
vantage of modern methods and overcome 
this great giant Indifference. 
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Hundreds, yes, thousands of churches 
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cessful as a parish paper. A local church 
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But after ali this is not a sign of mod- 
ern thinking nor of recent awakening. 
From the beginning of time the soul has 
been inquiring, seeking, yearning to 
know itself, its source, its conduct and 
its goal. The earliest civilization reveals 
man seeking companionship for his soul. 
The great literature, philosophy, art, 
meditation, devotion of the ages are but 
the quest of souls for environments and 
companionship and action worthy of 
their greatness and of their power. Nor 
is this alone the quest of age, when 
worldly material things have proven un- 
availing and unworthy. The President 
of one of our leading colleges made the 
statement that the greatest difficulty in 
selecting speakers for the college plat- 
form was to secure men who were suffi- 
ciently spiritually minded to meet the 
yearning desire of the soul of youth. In 
conference with youth, in High School, 
in College and in the Church as well as 
in promiscous groups this has been sin- 
gularly emphasized. All the inquiries 
made and problems presented may be 
catalogued under three great headings. 
In order of their importance judged by 
the number of inquiries, they are as fol- 
lows: 

What must I believe? 
How must I behave? 
What must I do? 


What Must I Believe? 


Inherent in humanity is a reaching 
back to the source from which we came 
and forward to the goal unto which we 
must attain. The youth of today is as 
insistent in seeking the source of author- 
itative truth as the Greek philosopher 
after ultimate truth. A material evolu- 
tion comes to try his credulity and God 
is relegated to the realm of fable. Liber- 
tinism takes possession of society and 
government and education, and for a 
season he loses sight of a moral universe. 
In the maze of things we hear the uni- 
versal cry “What is truth?—Would that 
I might find a final authority, God— 
What must I do to be saved?” This is 
not primarily a theological problem. It 
is the cry of the discontented soul of the 
world which seeks deliverance from its 
own uncertainity, perplexities, anguish, 
doubt of everything—even self. The clas- 
sic of it all is that cry of Job centuries 
ago, distraught and distempered, when 
everything had failed him, possessions, 
friends, family, and seemingly God. 

“O that I knew where I might find 
Him”! 

There is an old African proverb which 
says, “Avoid God and you end with him.” 
That is to say everywhere we are face 
to face with a divine architect from 
whom we cannot escape, try though we 
will. He who looks at the beauty of the 
world without, who knows the reaches of 
the soul within; he who feels the rhythm 
of the world about him and hears the 
melody of his own soul, he who follows 
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the planets in their orbits and the sea- 
sons in their order, he who knows the 
reach of his own mind, cannot escape 
the author of it all. And he who can 
banish God from his reckoning dares not 
trust any deduction of his own mind. 
What must I believe? 

“Whoever plants a seed beneath the sod 
And waits to see it push away the clod, 
Trusts in God.” 


“Whither shall I go from thy Spirit? 

Or whither shall I flee from thy pres- 
ence? 

If I ascend up into heaven thou art 
there; 

If I make my bed in Sheol, behold thou 
art there. 

If I take the wings of the morning 

And dwell in the uttermost parts of the 
sea; 

Even there shall thy hand lead me, 

And thy right hand shall hold me; 

If I say surely the darkness shall cover 
me, 

And the light about me shall be night 

Even the darkness hideth not from Thee, 

But the night shineth as the day.” 

(Psalm 139) 


What must we believe? You must, be- 
cause of the integrity of your own soul, 
believe in an architect, and a builder— 
an author and perfector. You cannot 
escape God. Struggling ever through 
our humanity, vourself, for his fullest 
expression and through all nature for 
his manifestation, you must meet him 
face to face reincarnated in the flesh, 
evident, visible, vocal, holding out his 
hands that the honest searcher after 
truth may touch the nail prints in his 
hands and thrust his hand into the 
wound in his side, the witness of a God 
who so loved that he gave everything 
for our humanity. And echoing through 
the ages, verified and confirmed again 
and again, in many a noble hero soul, 
we hear the word given to Israel in the 
ancient law, “If with all your hearts ye 
truly seek me, ye shall surely find me, 
thus saith your God.” 

As we seek we may well remember 
Pascal’s memorable sentence. “Thou 
wouldst not seek me hadst thou not al- 
ready found me.” 


How Must I Behave? 


This naturally leads to a second great 
inquiry that youth is asking. It like- 
wise is the quest of the ages. As scon 
as a God is discovered or even imagined 
there arises the problem of a moral uni- 
verse and how one must behave in it 
and towards it. St. Augustine who 
wrote “The first autobiography in all lit- 
erature and the first classic of Christian 
experience outside the New Testament” 
lays bare a soul which had come face to 
face with the reality of God and the re- 
sulting reaction. We have in his Con- 
jessions the working through his vital 
problems till he stood triumphant, the 
master of himself, in spite of the fact 
that “The old life left a legacy of evil 
dreams.” Or again in Dante’s Vision— 
The Divine Comedy, the first Christian 


poem, is “The most sublime and signi- 
ficant exposition of the human soul in 
all literature,” seeking the way of life 
and living in the face of a just and 
righteous and moral God. One would 
never place the IJImitatio Christi of 
Thomas 4a Kempis in the field of read- 
ing, as having had more copies printed 
than any other book next to the Bible, 
yet such is a fact. Here once more we 
have the laying wide open of a human 
soul, which having sought finds answer 
to the question youth is asking today. 
Herein is a soul who has attained and 
answered the question himself. Next 
in the train follows another book in 
widest popular circulation—John Bun- 
yan’s Pilgrim’s Progress, setting forth 
the way he had been forced to meet the 
great issue and learn the rule of 
conduct. 

No man can tell you how you must 
behave, no more than could these great 
names be told. But in your own soul 
God has set the law; there speaks a 
voice; and such is the integrity of your 
soul if you will but give it a chance, if 
you are ready to meet the issue fairly 
and squarely, you will know and deter- 
mine not to do in the dark that which 
you would not do in the light, under 
cover what you would not do in the 
open, to another what you would not 
have him do to you. Having discovered 
a God you will know the truth, and the 
truth will set you free. Particularly to 
youth who so frequently seeks informa- 
tion on sex relationship comes answer 
in the voice of God which will determine 
you not to do to another man’s sister 
what you would not have him do to 
yours—not to treat any girl who will 
some day be another man’s wife and 
the mother of his children, as you would 
not want a man to do to the girl who 
will some day be your wife and the 
mother of your children. 

He who is willing to know and follow 
the will of God will understand full 
well that because “everybody is doing it” 
the purity and honor of God is not in it. 


What Must I Do? 


Lastly comes the third question— 
“What must I do?—And, thank God, 
youth is asking it in sincerity today as 
only great men seemed to be inquiring 
a former day. 

In that soul of yours is the call to 
serve, and likewise a realization that 
only as you do, will you find happiness. 
One honorable vocation is as commend- 
able as another, but only the highest 
that lures your soul is worthy of you, 
whether it means in the world’s eyes 
much or little, no matter how great the 
sacrifice may be required. If this great 
problem of your soul is to be solved it 
will And answer only in doing the high- 
est and best that lies within you. 

Remember that every great institution 
is but the lengthened shadow of a great 
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soul. SAVONAROLA became the greatest 
moral force Florence ever knew—William 
the Silent and Holland—Cromwell and 
England—Garibaldi and Italy—Ruskin 
and Beauty—Wesley and Methodism— 
Luther and the Reformation. What 
must I do?—the highest that your soul 
findeth to do, therein is happiness. 


Conclusion 


As you face these three great questions 
let me point to the One who has an- 
swered them for all time, in the integrity 
and perfection of his own soul—What 
must I Believe? Behold the Christ and 
know God. 

How must I behave? “My meat is to 
do the will of Him that sent me”. 

What must I do? “We must work the 
works of Him that sent me while it is 
day, the night cometh when no man 
can work.” 

“Oh, that I knew where I might find 
Him!” the answer comes. echoing 
through the ages. “If with all your 
heart you truly seek Me, ye shall surely 
find Me,” and know how to behave— 
what you are to do—your source, your 
conduct and your goal. 





Our Unpossessed Possessions 
(Continued from page 30) 


ified in our thinking by a clear recog- 
nition of the fundamental and radical 
changes which inevitably must go to the 
very heart of our political and economic 
order. 


Again, look into the American life of 
this last week. It has been but a fur- 
ther evidence of the mind of America. 
What a magnificent spirit has been 
shown. No riots and no bloodshed! 
No fear upon the part of our people! 
Rather there has arisen to the surface a 
tremendous demonstration of good will, 
patience and confidence. It has been 
the most heartening thing which has 
happened since the war. There has been 
something contagious about it. The soul 
of that man who has not caught it has 
already atrophied, and there is no hope 
for him. Truly his little world has come 
to an end. Well, all of that represents 
the spirit of a great people. Undiscour- 
ageable! Undismayed! Still possessed 
of the pioneer spirit of our forbears, and 
determined as never before to be guided 
by that spirit toward the conquest of 
the unoccupied and unconquered across 
all our social life. That is a possession 
in which we all share. If you have not 
caught that spirit, crawl into the box 
where you have your gold and lock the 
door from the inside and smother your- 
self, for you are already dead. 


Furthermore, think of the unexplored 
and unattained areas of our own lives 
to which we can now give our concern. 
We may have failed in the attainment 
of our material objectives. We may not 
have realized that goal in a home, in 
insurance, and in stocks and bonds. Well, 
what of it? Look in another direction. 
What about those intellectual objectives 
which we have been neglecting through 
the years. There are objectives in char- 
acter which we may have forgotten. 
What are we doing with these? There 
are cultural objectives to which we can 
turn our attention. Many men who 
have been thrown out of employment in 
the industrial world will never go back 
to their old jobs. In the emergency of 
a@ new order, new activities will be de- 
veloped, new tasks will present them- 
selves, and new opportunities will open. 
Why not during these days of difficulties 
prepare ourselves for that new world? 

This brings us to the consideration of 
success. Some great successes are being 
wrought out these days. Is not a suc- 
cessful man one who has hewed out for 
himself some objective of the soul, and 
who moves steadfastly toward that ob- 
jective regardless of the obstacles which 
he must meet along the way? Such ob- 
jectives, if he be concerned with true 
success, are not necessarily material. His 
material objectives rather make contri- 
bution toward the moral and spiritual 
ends of his life. Every man has set for 
himself some fine integrity of the soul 
te which he devotes the major passion 
of his life. That man who moves toward 
that end with high and holy endeavor 
is successful. Jesus said: “I must go to 
Jerusalem.” “He set his face steadfastly 
to go to Jerusalem.” That man is ulti- 
mately successful whose integrity and 
fineness of soul has been kept in the 
midst of days like these. There is a 
call upon the soul for high-hearted men 
whose objectives are to be found in the 
finer realm of personal character. 

A young couple were in my office 
sometime ago, and as I ‘sat and talked 
with them my heart took courage. I 
have followed them now for the last two 
or three years with friendly interest. 
They have had a hard time. They lost 
the little home they had hoped to own. 
For months and months he was out of 
a job. During all that time he had 
studied to prepare himself for another 
trade. She likewise had learned a trade 
in her spare moments, so that both of 
them would be equipped. Then employ- 
ment came, enough to put them back 
upon their feet. But it was only tem- 
porary. Now he was out again. Were 
they down-hearted and discouraged? Not 
at all. They had paid off their debts; 
paid their rent three months in ad- 
vance; stocked themselves with groceries 


(Now turn to page 49) 
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Our Unpossessed Possessions 
(Continued from page 47) 


and bought a few books. While trying 
to secure work they were continuing 
their study. They left, going hand in 
hand down the street. As I watched 
them a tenderness filled my heart. They 
were high-hearted. They had each other. 
They had life. They had determined 
that life’s doors would not close upon 
them, no matter what happened. If it 
became necessary to learn a dozen trades 
they stood ready to do it to find a way 
out. Such was the spirit which built 
our land. Such is the spirit which will 
build it again. 

Finally, how much more of God we 
might have; and, with such a spiritual 
possession, how much more of stately 
poise, and kingly power, and prophetic 
vision we might live through our daily 
experiences. Most of us have been con- 
tent to draw a tiny cupful from the 
vast and infinite ocean. God is not only 
a power to be used but a spiritual life 
to be shared. We will never be fortified 
with the strength and the power of God 
to meet the daily issues of life until we 
come to share our lives with him. Nor 
will we have that illumination for the 
darkened ways of life which we so de- 
sire until we move on to that opening up 
of the soul that allows our heavenly 
Father to come in and take possession 
and dwell there. We have all been too 
satisfied, continuing to live thus poverty- 
stricken and in darkness. 





I came into our sanctuary the other | 


morning just at seven o’clock. The sun 


had just come up, and as I stood for a | 


moment in the pulpit and looked out | 
toward the East, I saw something I had | 


not seen before. A little while before 
this beautiful Temple of Worship had 
been dark. To have come into it then 
would have brought no inspiration. But 
the day began to dawn, and the sun be- 
gan to come up. Gradually the shadows 
were dispelled, and just as I came in, 


the full glory of the early morning sun | 


burst through that wonderful window 
yonder at the East, so that not only were 
the shadows dispelled, but in their places 
the softened rays of brilliantly colored 
light cast their reflections all over the 
room. The window with its blue and its 
purple, its rich deep green, had given a 
glow and a brilliance to this room which 
was at once awe-inspiring and challeng- 
ing. The thing that attracted my at- 
tention was the window itself. It seemed 
te gather and hold for just a moment 





before it diffused through the room, all | 


the glory and radiance of the sun. Thus 
back of the figure of the Master, there 
seemed to be gathered together all the 
glory of heaven. 


I said to myself “O, | 


if my life could be so filled with all the | 
fullness of the life of God, what illum- | 


ination of the soul would be there.” To 


share in the fullness of the life of God | 


constitutes probably one of the most 
neglected areas of our lives. What a 
change would come over our churches 
if any considerable number of people 
steadily moved out to appropriate more 
of the life of God within their own souls. 

“But we be still, and take it not out 
of the hand of the Syrians.” Our Father 
does exactly with his spiritual posses- 
sions as with his material and earthly 
gifts. His giving of them does not set 
aside for one single moment the neces- 
sity of our efforts to possess them. For 
most of us the major effort of our lives 
has been the acquisition of the things 
of this earth. We have lived in an ac- 
auisitive society, and have shared its 
philosophy. The same energy and the 
same effort put forth in these directions 
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might revolutionize all our lives, and 
would certainly change the spiritual 
temper of the Church of America. By 
submerging these lesser objectives which 
today have very largely been shut off, 
and by turning our attention to those 
higher and holier ends, we would make 
invaluable contribution toward the de- 
velopment, and the enrichment of our 
common life. After all our former quest 
has proved to be but a myth. The wealth 
which we would have built up has 
proven to be but the gold at the end of 
the rainbow. To direct our energies 
toward these higher ends must certainly 
prove the beginning of a new day for 
the life of the world; the life of the 
church; and for ourselves, life’s shining 
Way. 
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The Cokesbury Marriage Manual 








Part II 
The Minister and Marriage 

Pre-marriage interviews — educa- 
tion for marriage — sermons on the 
home — ministry of books — con- 
tinuing contacts — conduct of wed- 
dings — anniversaries, etc. 

Part IIl 


The Church and Marriage 


Pronouncements of the various 
churches on marriage and divorce 


— present day attitudes. 


Editor, Church Management 


A handy pocket volume to help the busy 


pastor in one of his most vital ministries. 


Historic liturgies — modern liturgies — form 
for double ring service —a variety to meet 


every need. 





Book is beautifully bound and boxed 
Price, postpaid, $1.00 


By William H. Leach 


Part I 


Marriage Liturgies 


Recommended books for the pas- 
tor’s own study and for his young 
people. 
Part IV 
The State and Marriage 

Marriage laws of each state ana- 
lvzed and condensed — qualifica- 
tions of officiating clergy — mini- 
mum ages — health requirements 
— interracial marriages — degrees 


of consanguinity — etc. 
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Auditorium Building, Cleveland, Ohio 
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Please send me as indicated below. 
Copies Cokesbury Marriage Manual at $1.00 per copy. 


Copies Cokesbury Funeral Manual (companion volume) at $1.00 per copy. 
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Now You Be The Judge 


Tell What You Think of These Sermons 


HE five judges for the sermon contest have 

done their work. They were Albert W. Bea- 

ven, Peter W. King, J. W. G. Ward, Charles 
W. Ferguson and William H. Leach. To secure 
some uniformity in the plan of consideration the 
following form was devised. A copy of the chart 
was attached to each sermon. The markings of 
each judge were removed and a clean chart at- 
tached before the manuscript went to the next 
judge. No one knows, or will know, the markings 
of another. The actual markings varied with 
severity or leniency of the individual judge. Yet 
the ratio of standing allowed each sermon was 
surprisingly proportional. 
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CHURCH MANAGEMENT SERMON CONTEST 
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Basis of Judgment 
Grade each of the six tests on the basis of 100%. 
Then the sum of the six, divided by six, gives the 
grade of the sermon. Each judge will work inde- 
pendently of the others and final decision made on 
the highest average. 


1. Biblical Exegesis 


(xeme Smbeepretation) 0 st ttete % 
2. Originality 
(In thought and treatment)  _........ % 
3. Vital Religious Message 
(Evangelical or Social) = ~~ _........ % 
4. Practical Application 
(Does it fit today’s Needs?) ~—......... % 
5. Literary Quality 
(Construction and readability) ........ % 
6. Preaching Quality 
ge ee Ce eer % 
ae ery. % 
Divide total by six to get grade of sermon........ Jo 
eee hese es ck Mamas s cea Judge 











Some of our readers will almost surely disagree 
with the first place selection. Others will have 
comments they would like to make on the selec- 
tions as the whole. We want to give you that op- 
portunity. Write us a letter of not more than 
six hundred words giving us your opinion as to 
which of these published sermons should have the 
first position. We will try to publish the letters 
which make definite, constructive suggestions. A 
year’s subscription to Church Management will 
be given to the author of each letter published. 


Another feature of the contest will appear in 
the magazine of next month. In Dr. Boller’s de- 
partment of Illustrative Diamonds the entire 
group of illustrations will be taken from sermons 
submitted in the contest which have not been pub- 





lished. He is searching for fresh illustrative ma- 
terial. When he finds such in this group of ser- 
mons he will use it, giving credit to the author, 
for his pages. This will give you a further idea 
of just what sermonic material preachers are 
finding interesting in these days. 

In that issue also there will be an article by one 
of the judges which analyzes the virtues and limi- 
tations of many of the sermons submitted in the 
contest. After you have enjoyed this number you 
will need the November copy to get the full story 
of the contest. 


Preachers Pay Debts of Their Churches 


HE preacher may not be much of a financier. 

But he is certainly the boy who is coming to 

the rescue of the debt burdened churches. In- 
dications are that in most instances the preacher 
has assumed a very generous portion of the in- 
debtedness. 


Here is what I mean. Take a church which 
pays its minister three thousand dollars per year. 
The interest on its mortgage is $1,200.00. Times 
become rather difficult and the church finds it im- 
practicable to pay both the preacher and the 
banker. So a transfer of funds is made. The 
trustees vote to transfer eight hundred dollars 
sone the salary of the preacher to the counting 

ouse. 


The action is not usually announced in this way. 
A report is made that conditions make it essen- 
tial that the preacher take a smaller wage. He 
agrees to it. But the practical result is simply a 
transfer of funds. The trustees say, in fact, “The 
church debt is too much for us, we will let the 
preacher pay it.” 

No, the preacher is not much of a financier. But 
he is the boy who is keeping churches solvent in 
these trying days. 


Can Liquor Do Better Than Beer? 


EER has failed its advocates at one of their 
most insistent points. Less than a year ago 
jubilant beer sponsors assured a naive, but 

hysterical, public that once beer was legalized the 
tax burden upon their shoulders would be con- 
siderably lightened. The history of the six 
months of legalized beer has seen more additional 
taxes levied upon the American people than any 
similar period since the world war. 

The same wet advocates are now very silent 
when past promises are brought up. But they are 
assuring us that as soon as hard liquors are 
legalized that the Federal income tax and other 
taxes will be lessened. Maybe thy are right. But 
our guess is that if you raise this question six 
months after repeal it will be met with the same 
silence which now greets one who asks about beer 
as a savior from taxes. This prophecy is based 


on a knowledge of mathematics rather than a 
prejudice against liquor. 
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The 


SERMON BUILDER 


The heart of it is a four page work- 
ing sheet 8% x 11 inches. Pages one 
and four are used for sermon con- 
struction. Suggested themes are re- 
corded, appropriate Bible verses noted 
and the ideas laid out as they come 
to mind. 


The inside pages provide the file for 
material. On page three there is a 
place for noting book and magazine 
references. A unique feature of that 
page, also is a vocabulary building 


column, where words appropriate to 
the theme are listed. 


For instance a Labor Day sermon 
should include terms which show 
familiarity with laboring conditions. 
Page three is reserved for pasting 
clippings. In one movement the clip- 
ping is permanently attached to the 
subject it illustrates. This one feature 
makes unnecessary clipping systems 
costing several times the price of this 
sermon builder complete. 
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2ND AND THIRD PAGES OF WORKING SHEET 
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The Index 


There is a seven page index in the 
builder. Sermons are listed by subjects 
and indexed by number. Thus the first 
one in the builder will be number 1, the 
second, number two, etc. The minister 
will have at his finger tips complete in- 
formation about all subjects under con- 
sideration for sermons. 


Every item in this builder was selected 
for one purpose. The binder will last a 
life time. It is made of flexible kraft 
leather. No name or title appears on it, 
except the minister’s own name if he 
desires it. There are three rings which 
hold the working sheets securely. The 
paper is punched so that all sheets lie 
flat, even when the working page is 
opened. 


Price: Sermon Builder Complete, Binder, Index, and fifty-two working sheets__$3.90, postpaid 


If your name on the cover add fifty cents for imprint 





Use This Form 





CHURCH Wor_p Press, INc. 


Auditorium Building 


Cleveland, Ohio 


[]} Enclosed find remittance for $3.90.* Please send me one Sermon 
Builder complete with fifty-two four page working sheets. 


[] Enclosed find five cents in stamps. Please send me one sample 
four page working sheet and additional information regarding 


the sermon builder. 


*If you wish your Sermon Builder imprinted on front cover with your name, print 
name accurately and add fifty cents or total of $4.40. 











New Effectiveness from a New Vantage Point—the Desk Top! 


Removing the Handicap 
from CHURCH ENVELOPES 


HURCH envelopes have always worked under a handicap. Reposing all the week in an 

obscure drawer, they were expected to jump out each Sunday, like a Jack-in-the-Box, and 

remind the contributor of his church. That they worked so well is a testimony to the sound- 
ness of the envelope idea. 


Now the handicap is removed. Homilopes in their new Treasure Chest “Calendar” Carton 
are not only a package of intriguing, illustrated church envelopes but are, in addition, a handy, 
ornamental desk calendar. The new package, always in sight, stays in mind. The messages 
have new opportunities to impress the contributor, to “sell” him on the work of his church. 
In order to keep the calendar up-to-date one must use the envelope each Sunday! 

Cartons of the Treasure Chest design are supplied with all our envelope sets, whether blank- 
back or Homilopes. Only Homilopes, however, have the easel-back, desk-pad, “Calendar” 
Carton—a feature which increases their effectiveness and brings a striking new appeal never 
to be found in ordinary collection envelopes, no matter how physically attractive they may be. 


THE DUPLEX ENVELOPE COMPANY 


Largest makers of Duplex and Single Envelopes in the world. Originators of the Duplex Envelope 
and every important improvement in the envelope system 


RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 


Remember, you can buy our product from no one but us. We have no agents or licensees. 
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